The Honorable Rick Boucher

Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality
Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) intends to publish a proposed rule in the
Federal Register that would amend 10 CFR 51.22, “Criteria for Categorical Exclusion:
Identification of Licensing and Regulatory Actions Eligible for Categorical Exclusion or otherwise
not requiring Environmental Review.” This proposed rule would amend NRC'’s regulations
describing the categories of actions which do not require an environmental review under the
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) because they have no
significant effect on the human environment.

The proposed revisions would eliminate the preparation of environmental assessments for NRC
actions that are minor, administrative, or procedural in nature. They will not change any
requirements for licensees, but will provide for more timely NRC action. The proposed
amendments will not adversely impact the agency’s goals to ensure protection of public health
and safety and the environment, and to secure use and management of radioactive materials.
They will ensure NRC’s actions are effective, efficient, realistic, and timely.

Sincerely,

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Representative Fred Upton
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The Honorable Thomas Carper
Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air
and Nuclear Safety
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) intends to publish a proposed rule in the
Federal Register that would amend 10 CFR 51.22, “Criteria for Categorical Exclusion:
Identification of Licensing and Regulatory Actions Eligible for Categorical Exclusion or otherwise
not requiring Environmental Review.” This proposed rule would amend NRC'’s regulations
describing the categories of actions which do not require an environmental review under the
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) because they have no
significant effect on the human environment.

The proposed revisions would eliminate the preparation of environmental assessments for NRC
actions that are minor, administrative, or procedural in nature. They will not change any
requirements for licensees, but will provide for more timely NRC action. The proposed
amendments will not adversely impact the agency’s goals to ensure protection of public health
and safety and the environment, and to secure use and management of radioactive materials.
They will ensure NRC’s actions are effective, efficient, realistic, and timely.

Sincerely,

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Senator George V. Voinovich



The Honorable Barbara Boxer

Chairman, Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Madam Chairman:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) intends to publish a proposed rule in the
Federal Register that would amend 10 CFR 51.22, “Criteria for Categorical Exclusion:
Identification of Licensing and Regulatory Actions Eligible for Categorical Exclusion or otherwise
not requiring Environmental Review.” This proposed rule would amend NRC’s regulations
describing the categories of actions which do not require an environmental review under the
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) because they have no
significant effect on the human environment.

The proposed revisions would eliminate the preparation of environmental assessments for NRC
actions that are minor, administrative, or procedural in nature. They will not change any
requirements for licensees, but will provide for more timely NRC action. The proposed
amendments will not adversely impact the agency’s goals to ensure protection of public health
and safety and the environment, and to secure use and management of radioactive materials.
They will ensure NRC’s actions are effective, efficient, realistic, and timely.

Sincerely,

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Senator James M. Inhofe



The Honorable John D. Dingell

Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) intends to publish a proposed rule in the
Federal Register that would amend 10 CFR 51.22, “Criteria for Categorical Exclusion:
Identification of Licensing and Regulatory Actions Eligible for Categorical Exclusion or otherwise
not requiring Environmental Review.” This proposed rule would amend NRC’s regulations
describing the categories of actions which do not require an environmental review under the
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) because they have no
significant effect on the human environment.

The proposed revisions would eliminate the preparation of environmental assessments for NRC
actions that are minor, administrative, or procedural in nature. They will not change any
requirements for licensees, but will provide for more timely NRC action. The proposed
amendments will not adversely impact the agency’s goals to ensure protection of public health
and safety and the environment, and to secure use and management of radioactive materials.
They will ensure NRC’s actions are effective, efficient, realistic, and timely.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Representative Joe Barton
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