
From: Sandra Gabriel 
Sent: Friday, June 06, 2008 9:12 PM 
To: mlucas@kruegergilbert.com 
Cc: hirtlel@fauquierhospital.org 
Subject: Additional information for NRC license amendment request, Fauquier 

Hospital, mail control 142357 
 
Licensee: Fauquier Hospital 
License No.: 45-19484-01 
Docket No.: 03017773 
Mail Control No.: 142357 
 
To: Matt Lucas, physics consultant   [cc: L. Hirtle] 
 
This is to follow up to our telephone conversation earlier today, regarding the amendment 
request dated April 30, 2008, asking to authorize a brachytherapy program.  The information 
listed below is needed in order to approve this  request.  If we do not receive a response within 
30 days, we shall assume that the hospital does not wish to pursue this application.  Please 
provide the following information, signed by senior management, mailed or faxed to my attention 
at 610-337-5269, referencing mail control 142357.  If a fax is sent, please consider leaving a 
voicemail or e-mail message to alert me to look for it. 
 
Please send an e-mail to confirm receipt of this message. 
 
     1)  This amendment request was signed by the hospital's Radiation Safety Officer.  Per the 
requirements of 10 CFR 35.12(a), the NRC's expectation is that amendment requests will be 
submitted by hospital senior management, indicating their review and agreement.  Please 
submit a letter signed a member of hospital senior management that management has reviewed 
the application and concurs in the statements and representations contained therein.  Note also 
that a management representative should sign all future correspondence that makes a 
commitment or requests a change in your license. 
 
     2)  The hospital requested authorization to use iodine-125 and palladium-103 sources.  It is 
the NRC's understanding that currently available palladium-103 sources are produced in a 
cyclotron and are not subject to NRC licensing in your state at this time.  Please contact the 
Commonwealth of Virginia to discussing licensing for use of cyclotron-produced palladium-103. 
 
     3)  Please note that iodine-125 source manufacturers and model numbers will be listed to 
correspond with the current listings in the Sealed Source and Device Registry.  The 
manufacturer for Model IAI-125A will be listed as IsoAid, L.L.C., rather than Brachysciences. 
 
     4)  The hospital requested to name three individuals as authorized medical physicists on this 
license.  Please note that current NRC regulations include no provision to name authorized 
medical physicists for use of brachytherapy sources permitted by 10 CFR 35.400 (except for 
strontium-90 sources used for ophthalmic treatments).  While we believe that the involvement of 
three experienced physicists will be an asset to your program, we are unable to list them on this 
license. 
 
     5)  Please specify the survey instrument(s) that you will use to locate iodine-125 seeds that 
may become dislodged during implantation or after surgery.  We strongly recommend that you 



consider obtaining an instrument with a thin crystal sodium iodide probe to maximize detection 
efficiency for iodine-125. 
 
     6)  Please confirm that you will perform brachytherapy procedures only on patients who can 
be released from the hospital under the provisions of 10 CFR 35.75.  Otherwise, provide room 
descriptions and room numbers of the locations where patients will be housed if the cannot be 
released under 35.75. 
 
     7)  Please describe the training your Radiation Safety Officer has received (or will receive) in 
radiation safety aspects of iodine-125 source handling and brachytherapy procedures, prior to 
initiation of this program.  
 
     8)  Please provide a description of the hospital's emergency response equipment for use 
with iodine-125 brachytherapy sources (for example: "a lead container and forceps will be 
available in the source preparation area and operating suite for retrieval of any dislodged 
sources") 
 
Thank you for your help.  If you have any questions, you may e-mail me or call at 610-337-
5182.  I am frequently out of the office, but will respond to e-mail or voicemail messages.  
 
Sandy Gabriel 
Senior Health Physicist 
Medical Branch 
NRC Region I 
610-337-5182 
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