
 
 

June 27, 2008 
 
 
 
Mr. Chris J. McBee 
Director, Sales and Marketing 
Syagen Technology, Inc. 
1411 Warner Avenue 
Tustin, CA  92780-6461 
 
Dear Mr. McBee: 
 
In your May 13, 2008 letter, you requested information regarding the publication schedule for 
Regulatory Guide (RG) 5.7, “Exit/Entry Control for Protected Areas, Vital Areas, and Material 
Access Areas.”  This schedule depends on the Commission’s timeline for approving the draft 
final rule for power reactor security requirements, which includes Title 10 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (10 CFR), Section 73.55, “Requirements for Physical Protection of Licensed 
Activities in Nuclear Power Reactors against Radiological Sabotage”.  The U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) is updating RG 5.7 in conjunction with 10 CFR 73.55 and 
10 CFR 73.46, “Fixed Site Physical Protection Systems, Subsystems, Components, and 
Procedures.”  Currently, the NRC staff intends to publish the draft version of RG 5.7 in the 
Federal Register in November 2008.  The agency intends to release a final version of RG 5.7 
following the Commission’s approval of the corresponding final 10 CFR 73.55 rulemaking 
package.  An exact publication date for the final rule is not available, although it is estimated 
that the final rule will be published in March 2009.  Additionally, it is important to note that RGs 
provide recommendations to the nuclear industry on how to meet regulatory requirements.  RGs 
do not impose new regulations or requirements. 
 
Additionally, you asked about the classification of any newly-proposed guidance for the use of 
explosive trace detection equipment.  The NRC plans to release three versions of RG 5.7.  The 
guidelines in RG 5.7 related to nuclear power plants will likely be designated as Safeguards 
Information (SGI), and guidelines related to Category I fuel cycle facilities will likely be classified 
as Confidential National Security Information.  Additionally, the NRC will release a  
publicly-available version of RG 5.7.  Regarding your request to receive authorization to view 
and possess SGI, you would need to have the access request made via a company already 
cleared by the NRC (e.g., Westinghouse, Mitsubishi) that is interested in using your products 
and services.  For the NRC to directly grant your company access to SGI, you would need to 
identify an NRC-related interest that would be furthered by your company having access to that 
information.  Because you are requesting the information for business planning reasons, the 
NRC would not directly grant you access to SGI.   
 
Lastly, in response to your request for an opportunity to provide comment and input regarding 
the guidelines involving the use of explosives detection equipment, I encourage you to 
participate in the comment period for the publicly-available version of draft RG 5.7, upon its 
release in the Federal Register.   
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If you have any further questions regarding this matter, please contact Amanda Nerret at 
(301) 415-5857 or by e-mail at Amanda.Nerret@nrc.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

                                                                     Roy P. Zimmerman, Director /RA/ 
               Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response 
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