
FOlA Resource 

From: uid no body [nobody@www.nrc.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 28,2008 2:35 PM 
To: FOlA Resource 
Subject: WWW Form Submission 

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by 

() on Wednesday, May 28,2008 at 14:34:36 

FirstName: David 

LastName: Lochbaum 

CompanyIAffliation: Union of Concerned Scientists 

Addressl: 1825 K Street NW, Suite 800 

City: Washington 

State: DC 

Zip: 20006-1232 

Country: United-States 

Country-Other: 

Phone: 202-331 -5430 

Desc: On page 2 of his speech "Thoughts on Spent Fuel Storage" (No. S-08-023) delivered May 13, 2008, 
Commissioner Jaczko stated: "I also believe that the recent pilot probabilistic risk assessment (PRA) 
developed by NRC provides additional supporting evidence of the benefits of having more of the spent fuel 
held in dry storage. The staffs PRA was done to serve as a guide for assessing the risk to the public and 
identifying the dominant contributors to that risk which could be used for performing similar PRAs in the future." 

I request a copy of the pilot PRA referred to by the Commissioner. 

FeeCategory: Educational 

MediaType: 



Waiver-Purpose: UCS advocates accelerated transfer of irradiated fuel from wet pool storage to dry cask 
storage. Our analyses and review of external analyses reinforces our position. The material being requested 
will be reviewed by UCS because it appears to be directly related to this issue. If the information in the 
requested document(s) support our position, we will likely cite it in our adovacy efforts. If the information in the 
requested document(s) contradicts our position, we will reconsider our position based on the new information 
and make any appropriate changes. 

Waiver-ExtentToExtractAnalyze: Prior to 911 1, UCS advocated enhanced security for irradiated fuel stored at 
nuclear plant sites, whether in wet pools or in dry casks. Since 911 1, we refined our position to include 
accelerated transfer of irradiated fuel from wet pools to dry casks to reduce the safety and security threats at 
plant sites. The staffs pilot PRA addresses the risk from spent fuel storage onsite, which is directly related to 
UCS's longstanding work. We will review the information within the requested materials to confirm or advance 
our understanding of the risk associated with spent fuel storage. 

Waiver-SpecificActivityQuaIs: Our primary audience is Capitol Hill. Congress is considering an array of 
legislation involving nuclear plant security, nuclear waste disposal, and new reactor issues. UCS has 
advocated for accelerated transfer of irradiated fuel from wet pools to dry casks as a means of better managing 
the safety and security risk of spent fuel stored onsite until a federal repository becomes available. In the past, 
we have produced issue briefs, backgrounders, and reports to support our position on this topic. In addition, 
UCS has testified before Congressional subcommittees in both the House and Senate in which we advocated 
our recommendation for better onsite storage methods. UCS's senior analyst Ed Lyman co-authored a paper 
(frequently cited as the Alvarez report) on spent fuel storage options. UCS's director of the nuclear safety 
project Dave Lochbaum authored a book titled "The Nuclear Waste Disposal Crisis" on spent fuel pool safety 
issues. Lochbaum sew! 
ed as an expert witness for the Town of Waterford (CT) in an NRC proceeding involving dry cask storage at 

the Millstone reactor. Lochbaum also served as an expert witness for the Orange County (NC) Board of 
Commissioners in an NRC proceeding involving spent fuel storage at the Harris nuclear plant. UCS is qualified 
to review the requested materials and has a long track record of meaningful engagement on the underlying 
issues. 

Waiver-ImpactPublicUnderstanding: UCS1s niche includes reviewing technical documents such as the 
requested materials, extracting relevant information, and communicating findings in a more user-friendling 
manner to broad audiences. In the specific area of this pilot PRA, UCS issued a report in August 2000 titled 
"Nuclear Plant Risk Studies: Failing the Grade." It pointed out shortcomings in PRAs. This work led to, among 
other things, Commissioner Edward McGaffigan Jr. arranging that year for UCS's Lochbaum to observe the 
PRA peer review conducted in summer 2001 for the North Anna PRA. UCS provided the Commission with our 
observations by letter dated September 10, 2001. Our efforts have raised public awareness of spent fuel 
storage issues and we will continue that effort. 

Waiver-NatureOfPublic: In spring 2002, public interest groups from across the country met in DC to discuss 
ways to make nuclear power plants less vulnerable to terrorists. -The one thing this diverse array of 
organizations agreed to was the need to accelerate the transfer of irradiated fuel from wet pools to dry casks. 
NC-WARN and C-10 and Mothers For Peace and so on have advocated, individually and collectively, for better 
management of onsite spent fuel storage risks. UCS often provides these organizations with technical support. 
Thus, in addition to UCS's own primary audience (Congress at the moment), we have our own secondary 
audience (our membership) and the ripple effect of reaching many others through our collaborative efforts with 
other organizations. 

Waiver-MeansOfDissemination: UCS will use fact sheets, backgrounders, and written testimony to advocate 
on Capitol Hill, and will use reports and issue briefs to communciate with reporters, activists, and the public. 

Waiver-FreeToPublicOrFee: Yes. UCS posts most of the materials we issue to our website (www.ucsusa.org) 
where any one, UCS member or not, can access them for viewingldownloading free of charge. 

Waiver-PrivateCommericallnterest: None. 


