
 

 

 
June 9, 2008 

 
 
ORGANIZATION: Nuclear Energy Institute  

 
SUBJECT:  SUMMARY OF THE LICENSE RENEWAL MEETING HELD BETWEEN 

THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION STAFF AND THE 
NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE 

 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC or the staff) and the Nuclear Energy Institute 
(NEI) met on April 2, 2008, to discuss generic license renewal topics and license renewal 
process improvements.  Enclosure 1 provides a listing of the meeting participants and 
Enclosure 2 contains the meeting agenda.  A summary of the discussion follows: 
 
1. Implications of pursuing an NFPA 805 license amendment concurrent with a license renewal 

application (LRA) 
 

The NRC staff provided a handout (ADAMS Accession No. ML080990402) that lists several 
options for approaching concurrent reviews of a (LRA) and a license amendment request to 
adopt NFPA 805.  The staff indicated that similar to an license amendment request for an 
extended power uprate, the request to adopt NFPA 805 results in the current licensing basis 
being in a state of flux while trying to issue a renewed license.  The staff requested 
comments from the industry. 

 
2. Environmental topics 
 
 a. Status – Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) update 
 

The NRC staff plans to issue the draft GEIS and associated proposed rule in January 
2009 and the final GEIS and associated final rule in February 2011.  The public 
comment period will fall in between these dates. 
 

 b. Discussion of mitigation in environmental reviews 
 

NRC staff presented information on how mitigation is being addressed for Category 2 
issues in NRC's current and future site-specific EISs (SEISs).  Currently, Category 2 
issues characterized as having SMALL impacts state that mitigation was not warranted, 
but the SEISs did not document why mitigation was not warranted.  NRC staff developed 
internal guidance to address this concern and briefly presented this information at the 
meeting.  Internal staff guidance on addressing mitigation in NRC SEISs consists of 
(1) identifying and listing mitigation measures, if applicable, (2) describing the 
effectiveness of mitigation measures, (3) incorporating available cost-benefit or other 
information and discussing the relevancy and adequacy of this information, (4) not 
drawing conclusions as to whether mitigation measures are warranted, and (5) 
identifying responsible agencies that could impose mitigation.  NRC staff explained that 
this was an internal NRC NEPA guidance issue and that it did not change NRC 
Regulatory Guide 4.2, Supplement 1, nor would this guidance impose any new or 
additional requirements from industry. 



 

 

 
3. Generic Aging Lessons Learned (GALL) Report update 
 

The NRC staff indicated it is considering an update to the GALL report and asked 
stakeholders to provide input.  NEI provided a handout during the meeting (ADAMS 
Accession No. ML080990402) containing a list of possible updates. 

 
4. Audit Process 
 

The NRC stated that starting with Beaver Valley, the license renewal safety audits will be 
slightly different.  The NRC staff will focus on “consistency with the GALL report” during the 
on-site audits.  For items that take exception to the GALL report or are plant specific, the 
review will be conducted at NRC headquarters and if additional information is needed to 
complete the staff’s review of this LRA, the staff will use the Request for Additional 
Information process.  In addition, the NRC noted that it expects Safety Evaluation Reports 
(SER) to be less voluminous since the reports will be less self contained (i.e., material used 
from the application or from requests for additional information will be referenced to or 
summarized and in general would not be extensively quoted in the SER). 

 
5. Post-approval renewal inspection procedure (IP-71003) revision 
 

The sessions on IP-71003 at the Regulatory Information Conference (RIC) on March 13, 
2008 were informative and resulted in good interactions.  Questions that were asked during 
the RIC sessions will be included in a meeting summary and the NRC will provide the 
meeting summary to NEI for comment prior to issuance.  In addition, the session questions 
and answers will be posted on the NRC’s website. 

 
6. Station blackout scoping – status of Interim Staff Guidance 
 

The NRC issued the draft ISG on March 5, 2008, for public comment.  After issuance of the 
draft ISG, the NRC received a letter from NEI, dated March 3, 2008, related to station 
blackout scoping.  The NRC will respond to the NEI letter.  The NRC suggested NEI review 
the draft ISG and provide comments.  The NRC will respond as appropriate to the 
comments.  NEI indicated that they will provide comments. 

 
7  New topics 
 

a. Metal Fatigue 
 

The NRC stated that it is looking at generic implications related to certain methodologies 
used in fatigue analysis (related to cumulative usage factors).  The issue relates to the 
use of simplified fatigue calculations that may not be in accordance with the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code.  The NRC is 
considering issuing a generic communication to inform all stakeholders of the issue. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

b. Interim Staff Guidance (ISG) on Generic Aging Lessons Learned (GALL) Report, aging 
management program (AMP) XI.E6 

 
 The NRC has a conference call with Entergy (Indian Point) related to the use of 

thermography.  At this time, the NRC does not have a definite timeframe for issuance of 
the ISG.  The NRC stated that it would get back to NEI on the timeline for issuance of 
the ISG. 

 
8. Public participation 
 

A member of the public asked where information related to metal fatigue and cumulative 
usage factors could be found.  The NRC stated that the information was available to the 
public in a Request for Information issued to Vermont Yankee and in the license renewal 
Safety Evaluation Report for Vermont Yankee. 
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Enclosure 1 

List of Participants 
License Renewal Meeting Between the NRC Staff 

and the Nuclear Energy Institute 
April 2, 2008 

 
PARTICIPANTS AFFILIATIONS 
Samson Lee U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
Raj Auluck NRC 
Eric Benner NRC 
Jerry Dozier NRC 
Rani Franovich NRC 
Louise Lund NRC 
Dave Wrona NRC 
Jim Davis NRC 
John Daily NRC 
Matthew Homiack NRC 
Paul Lain NRC 
Andrew Stuyvenberg NRC 
Kent Howard NRC 
Qi Gan NRC 
Yeon-Ki Chung NRC 
Duc Nguyen NRC 
Mark Kowal NRC 
Adrain Muniz NRC 
Jeffrey Rikhoff NRC 
Louis Lake NRC 
Julie Keys Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) 
Michael Fallin Constellation 
Charlie Sorrell Dominion 
Mike Semmler Duke Energy 
Garry Young Entergy 
Alan Cox Entergy 
Fred Polaski Exelon 
Cliff Custer FENOC 
Ken Putnam FPL – Duane Arnold 
Kathryn Sutton Morgan Lewis 
Gene Eckholt NMC 
Donna Larwaitis NPPD - Cooper 
Dave Brener NPPD – Cooper 
David Flyte PPL Susquehanna 
Roger Stewart Progress Energy 
Ali Fakhar PSEG 
Loyd Wright SCE 
Chalmer Myer SNC 
Kenneth Bryant STARS 
Eric Blocher STARS 
Ken Brune TVA 
Rich Pinney State of New Jersey 



 

Enclosure 2 

Agenda 
U.S. NRC Staff and the Nuclear Energy Institute Meeting 

April 2, 2008 
 
                              Generic License Renewal - Topics                                           Lead    
 
1. Implications of pursuing an NFPA 805 license amendment NRC 
 concurrent with a license renewal application 
 
2. Environmental topics 
 a. Status – Generic Environmental Impact Statement update NRC 
 b. Discussion of mitigation in environmental reviews 
 
3. GALL Report update NRC 
 
4. Audit Process NRC 
 
5. Post-approval renewal inspection procedure (IP-71003) revision NRC 
 
6. Station blackout scoping – status of Interim Staff Guidance NRC 
 
7  New topics NRC/NEI 
 
8. Public participation All 
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Ms. Christine S. Salembier, Commissioner 
State Liaison Officer  
Department of Public Service 
112 State St., Drawer 20 
Montipelier, VT  05620-2601 
 
Ms. Julie Keys 
Nuclear Energy Institute 
1776 I St., N.W., Suite 400 
Washington, DC  20006-3708 
 
Mr. Frederick W. Polaski 
Manager License Renewal 
Exelon Corporation 
200 Exelon Way 
Kennett Square, PA  19348 
 
Mr. Clifford I. Custer 
Project Manager, License Renewal 
FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company 
P.O. Box 4 
Route 168 (Mail Stop SIM-2) 
Shippingport, PA  15077 
 
Mr. Paul Gunter, Director 
Reactor Watchdog Project 
Nuclear Information & Resource Service 
6930 Carroll Avenue, Suite 340 
Takoma Park, MD  20912 
 
Mr. Hugh Jackson 
Public Citizen's Critical Mass Energy &       
   Environment Program 
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Washington, DC  20003 
 

Mary Olson 
Nuclear Information & Resource Service 
Southeast Office 
P.O. Box 7586 
Asheville, NC  28802  
 
Mr. Garry G. Young 
Manager, License Renewal Services 
1448 SR 333, N-GSB-45 
Russellville, AR  72802 
 
Robert A. Vincent 
Licensing Lead - License Renewal Project 
Palisades Nuclear Plant 
27780 Blue Star Memorial Highway 
Covert, MI  49043 
 
Lorrie Bell, Project Manager 
Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation 
P.O. Box 411 
Burlington, KS  66839 
 
Roger Stewart 
Progress Energy Carolinas, Inc. 
3581 West Entrance Road 
RNP A9 
Hartsville, SC  29550 
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