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HLWYM HEmails

From: Randall Fedors
Sent: Friday, February 01, 2008 9:22 AM
To: Jack Parrott; James Rubenstone
Cc: Leonard Willoughby; Jeffrey Pohle; Jack Guttmann
Subject: Re: FYI - met stations

Jack, 
 
Here's some more thoughts to add to the internal discussion. Pohle might want to weigh in when he gets back 
from vacation. 
 
Performance confirmation includes continuation of appropriate site characterization activities until site closure, 
which implies the activities do not stop [see Part 63.131(b)].  The meteorological stations are a prime example 
of a site characterization activity intended for continuation into performance confirmation.  I would interpret the 
regulation as saying DOE is not correct in presuming it can have a gap. It doesn't matter when performance 
confirmation technically starts, for continuation of appropriate site characterization activities.  The question 
comes with the selection of activities to continue.  The regulation only is generic in this regard; i.e., provide 
data demonstrating the natural systems are performing as expected. 
 
We've reviewed rev 5 of DOE performance confirmation plan, and let them know what we thought about it 
through an ACNW presentation.  The plan included collecting met data.  So, does this potential cancellation of 
met data collection mean that they will revise their performance confirmation plan for the LA?  I believe the 
technical staff would have questions on a performance confirmation plan that did not include site-specific met 
data collection.  But, this is a question left for review of an LA, until then we have no bite.  And it is not a cut-
and-dried issue.  Gaps in met data are always a nuisance technically, but the literature is extensive with infilling
and translation techniques.   However, 4-year (review and hearing) gaps are pretty long, plus these YM 
stations have relatively short records as it is. 
 
I am not aware of any specific requirement to continue the met data collection.  Though, technically, it would 
behoove them to continue the site-specific met data collection.  Met data is pretty fundamental.  I guess the 
twist is that the NOAA stations on the NTS would be continuing, thus DOE can say data collection is 
continuing.  It probably matters which 4 sites (out of ~15) will continue at NTS (e.g. Jackass Flats is the most 
relevant; but we have also used Desert Rock and Rainier Mesa).  Certainly, keeping a couple/few of the YM 
stations would be immensely helpful from a technical perspective.  A knowledgeable selection of which ones to 
keep would be important (i.e., don't have logisitics be the the only factor). 
 
--Randy 
 
>>> Jack Parrott 01/30/08 7:03 PM >>> 
Jim, 
 
A part of the current site curtailment, DOE will be severely reducing or eliminating data collected from the 12 
met stations at Yucca Mountain.  They do not believe the met data is currently needed as they have completed 
site characterization but have not fully implemented the performance confirmation plan.  They do not believe 
that there is any current NRC requirement to keep obtaining the met data.  I will be getting details about 
locations and data that was being collected next week.  Four NOAA met stations on the NTS will continue to 
operate. 
 
Jack 
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