May 22, 2008

Joseph C. McDonald, Ph.D.
616 Road 44
Pasco, WA 99301

Dear Dr. McDonald,

Thank you for your letter dated May 5, 2008, which provided comments and recommendations
on the report entitled “Radiation Source Use and Replacement,” prepared by the National
Research Council of the National Academies of Science. Your comments and
recommendations address both programmatic issues as well as specific items for further
consideration during the NRC’s review process. Each one of your recommendations, such as
national security risks, the use of cesium-chloride (CsCl) irradiators in medicine, the cost
impacts of any new governmental action, transportation and disposal questions represent
issues that NRC, other Federal agencies, and States need to consider together in the context of
any potential regulatory actions.

The Energy Policy Act of 2005 established the Radiation Source Protection and Security Task
Force (Task Force) which is comprised of 14 Federal agencies and includes representatives of
the Organization of Agreement States, Inc. (OAS) and the Conference of Radiation Program
Directors, Inc. (CRCDP). The Task Force meets regularly and plans to systematically advance
the information contained in the “Radiation Source Use and Replacement” report, as well as
related comments such as yours, with the goal of submitting a report to Congress in 2010.
More specifically, the Task Force established a working group of interagency representatives to
further study the CsCl issue and report back to the full Task Force in August 2008, with their
recommendations of the use of CsCl in a highly dispersible form. Your comments have been
provided to this CsCl Working Group.

| want to assure you that we will continue to seek input from all stakeholders, including
professionals like yourself, the user community, and the general public. We give careful
consideration to all inputs that we receive in the development of any potential government
action that maybe initiated. In this process, we intend to hold a public workshop in early
summer to ensure that all stakeholders are provided further opportunities to submit comments.
Additional details should be forthcoming on NRC’s public website over the next several weeks.

We appreciate your interest in this important matter.
Sincerely,
IRA/
Robert Lewis, Director
Division of Materials Safety
and State Agreements

Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs
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