.~ UNITED STATES . -
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION’

WASHINGTON DC 20555-0001

' March 10, 1998

The Honorable Constance A. Morella -

. United States House of Representatlves
' 51 Monroe Street, Suite 507
" Rockville, MD 20850

: Dear Congresswoman Morella

Thls is to acknowledge your letter of February 10, 1998 and attached January 30 1998 letter
~ from a constituent, to Mr. Dennis Rathbun, Director, Congressronal Affairs. Your constituent
- expressed concerns regardlng Neutron Products, Inc. (NPI) in Dickerson, Maryland. One
- apparent concemn ‘addressed by the constituent is that NRC supports renewal of the NPI license
_ by the: State of Maryland As long as NPI is permitted to operate, NRC shares the State of
Maryland views that the new license contains more specific requirements and will better support
~ future enforcement actions, if necessary. As noted below, the renewal of the primary NPI
‘ _llcense has;been legally challenged If the renewal is upheld by the court, an example of an
- additional requlrement that NP! will be. required to follow includes its operatlng procedures for
_ establrshlng specifications for shielding the pool Enforcement action could be taken if those
required procedures are not followed. : : :

Since NPI is regulated by the State of Maryland, an Agreement State, NRC must obtam some.
- information from the State to fully address the additional concerns expressed by your '
.constrtuent -We will address’ those remammg concemns in future correspondence For your
lnformatlon pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, Maryland became an
Agreement State in 1971 and NRC discontinued regulatory authority for certain types of uses of
- radioactive material, lncludlng operatlons such as those at NPI. NRC's' role is to provide '
_ overSlght of Agreement States to assure thelr regulatory programs adequately protect publlc

. health and safety and that these programs are compatlble with NRC's program.

Your constituent has |dent|ﬁed similar concems about NPI to NRC on prev:ous occasions: They -

- have. been conS|dered as allegatlons and the information was handled in accordance with the

agency 's procedure for handllng allegatlons On those occasions, at the constltuent s request;’
the identity of this person has not been revealed to the State of Maryland by NRC. Your
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constituent has confirmed that this method of F\an!dthng“t)he current allegations by NRC shouild -

continue for the present. In addition, your constituent confirmed that NP and the State of

}' Maryland are currently in court hearings related to issues associated with the license renewal

and requested that NRC wait until the judge reaches a decision before we release your-
constituent’s name to the State of Maryland and before we obtain additional information from the

_ "State In view of this, we wull provide you further mformatlon on this matter once a rulmg on thé

court case is rendered

Sincerely;

E ecutive Dlrector
for Operations

cc: R Fietcher; Manager

' Radrologlcal Health Program’ -
‘Air and Radiation Managerient Admmlstranon
Maryland: Department of the Envnronment
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* constituent has conf rmed that this method of handling the current allegatrons by NRC should

continue for the present In addition, your constituent conf rmed that NPi and the State of
Maryland are currently in court hearings related to issues associated wrth the Ilcense renewal’

and requested that:-NRC wait until the judge reaches a decrsron before we release your _
constituent’s name to the State of Maryland and before we obtain additional information from the

. State. in view of this; we will provrde you further information on this matter once a ruling on the
court case is rendered. :

Sincereiy

/9

L. Joseph Callan .
Executive Director
for Operations
e R Fletcher,yManager‘ ' .
~ Radiological Health Program

Air and Radiation Management Admlnlstratlon
' Maryland Department of the Environment -
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