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Dr. Dale E. Klein
Chairman, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop O-16G4
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Dr. Klein:

In the Explanatory Statement accompanying Public Law 110-161,
Congress directed the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to review the
regulatory processes of the Department of Energy (DOE) for the Hanford
Waste Treatment Plant (WTP). This report is due to the House and Senate
Committees on Appropriations within 180 days of enactment of the Act.

From 1997 to 2000, the NRC assisted DOE with developing and
implementing an ambitious, and ultimately fruitless, privatization plan for
the WTP. After this relationship was terminated, the NRC issued a closeout
report, entitled "Overview and Summary of NRC Involvement with DOE in
the Tank Waste Remediation System-Privatization (TWRS-P) Program."
This report identified over two dozen significant issues and over fifty
specific topics in the WTP design and approach that required further efforts
and analysis.

The Committee is concerned that DOE may not have appropriate
processes in place to ensure that the issues and topics identified in the NRC
closeout report have been addressed. Without responsible closure of these
items, the public may be exposed to unnecessary health and safety risks.
Additionally, funds appropriated to develop, construct, and operate the WTP
may be misspent.
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As a result of these concerns, the Committee strongly recommends
that the NRC include in its report an assessment of DOE's processes to
ensure that the items identified by the NRC in its closeout report are
addressed in a timely and responsible fashion. This information should
include an update on the items identified in the closeout report with detail on
the resolution of any of these items. The Committee expects that the
Department of Energy will make available any information and personnel
that would be helpful with complying with this request.

We look forward to reading the NRC's report on the Waste Treatment
Plant. Please do not hesitate to contact the Committee if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,

David Hobson
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Energy and
Water Development

Peter Visclosky,
Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and
Water Development

cc: Honorable Samuel Bodman, United States Secretary of Energy


