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Chief, Rules and Directives Branch
Division of Administrative Services
Office of Administration T-6D59
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

To Whom it May Concern:

Enclosed please find comments from the Clean and Safe Energy Coalition on the
proposed Lee Site with regard to the Environmental Scoping Hearing held in Gaffney, SC
on May 1, 2008. The reference information is as follows:

Federal Register / Vol. 73, No. 55 / Thursday, March 20, 2008 / Notices page 15009

We were unable to speak at the hearing, but would like our comments included on the
official record.

Sincerely,

Kate Houston
Clean and Safe Energy Coalition
www.cleansafeenergy.org
202-338-2273
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Remarks by the Clean and Safe Energy Coalition
Gaffney, SC
May 1, 2008

Hello and good evening.

My name is Kate Houston and I speak today on behalf of the Clean and

Safe Energy Coalition. We support the construction of new reactors and

are actively engaged in generating a public dialogue to educate others

about the ways nuclear power enhances America's energy security and

economic growth, and helps improve the environment.

Our nation is addicted to electricity and that addiction will only grow in the

future. The U.S. Department of Energy estimates that our electricity

demand will increase 25 percent by 2030. It's easy to see why.

As technology advances, our economy expands, and our population

increases, so too will our need for energy grow. We have so many devices

that require electricity to recharge-such as laptops, cell phones, and

iPods. And in the not too distant future we may be driving cars powered by

fuel cells that will also be plugged in for recharging.

Consider that today all renewable sources produce 2 percent of our

electricity, while nuclear power accounts for 20 percent-that's 1 out of

every 5 homes and businesses in the United States. Here in South

Carolina, nuclear power provides more than half of the state's energy

needs.
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The reality is we will require more from a variety of sources in the years

ahead. A wise energy policy recognizes the virtue of diversity. And in that

diverse plan, nuclear energy is a critical component.

Nuclear energy is clean. It is the only large-scale, emissions-free source of

electricity that we can readily expand to meet our growing energy demand.

The environmental impact at nuclear plants is far lower than at many other

types of power-generating plants.

Nuclear energy is safe. In fact, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics has

shown that it is safer to work at a nuclear power plant than in the

manufacturing sector and even in the real estate and financial industries.

A nuclear plant makes a good neighbor. It supports high-paying jobs

directly at the plant, generates additional jobs in the community where it is

located, and contributes by helping to build good schools, roads and other

civic improvements.

We all have a shared stake in America's energy future. Now is the time for

our country to build more new nuclear power plants to enable us to

generate electricity with a clean, safe and dependable source of power.

Thank you.
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