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U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION RECORD

Date:  May 14 and 16, 2008

Time: 15:00 and 09:15

Mail Control
or  Report No(s).

2008-001 License No(s). 29-19080-01 Docket No(s). 03016033

Name of Licensee: Seiko Corporation of America

Name of Participant(s): Anthony Kirkwood, NRC Headquarters
Joanne Marione, Radiation Safety Officer
Steven Courtemanche, Health Physicist, NRC RI

Telephone No. 301-415-6140
201-512-3006
610-337-5075

Subject:
(NOTE:  This will be used as the 
 Documents Title in ADAMS)

Seiko and possible need for an Exempt Distribution License

Summary: I informed Mr. Kirkwood that I had performed an inspection of Seiko and had determined
that they were replacing hands and dials painted with Promethium-147 and storing old
hands and dials as radioactive waste.  He was the reviewer who terminated Seiko’s
exempt distribution license and I asked him if he remembered his basis for terminating
the license.  Mr. Kirkwood stated that he did not remember the basis for the termination
but if Seiko was replacing the dials with new radioactive hands and dials, then, in his
opinion, they were making a new distribution.  He would speak to other people in his
division and get back to me a consensus.  I stated that I had reviewed the documents
upon which the termination was based and there were statements that Seiko had neither
produced nor shipped any product since 1997.  However, there were no statements
about a stockpile of hands and dials used for a 
repair operation.
09:15 5/16/2008 I spoke with Ms. Marione about the potential licensing issue discussed
above.  I stated that the issue would not affect the clear inspection but may require the
licensee to obtain a new E distribution license if they continue the repair operations with
the Promethium-147 dials and hands.  Seiko would be informed of the NRC’s decision at
a later date. Ms. Marione stated she appreciated the heads up call and may discontinue
repairs with the radioactive dials and hands if a new E license was required.
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