UNITED STATES
"NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

August 19, 2005

Mr. Leah R. Morrell

Manager, Licensing and Safety Analysis

BWX Technologies - Nuclear Products Division
PO Box 785

Lynchburg, VA 24505-0785

SUBJECT: EVALUATION OF PROCESS CONTROL LIMITS
Dear Mr. Morrell:

We are in receipt of your letter of June 6, 2005, requesting the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) to evaluate the current Process Control Limits (PCLs) at your facility and
determine if the NRC Order of February 15, 2000, can be modified for comparability with the
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) facilities.

As you may be aware, the NRC has not received any official guidance from DOE in order to
modify the existing PCLs. The NRC has also not received a response from DOE with regard to
an NRC letter dated November 8, 2004, requesting a PCL revision for all materials handled at
NRC-licensed facilities and the provision of the program materials for the

Program currently maintained by DOE.

Since there has been a turnover in the DOE project management, the NRC staff is in the
process of coordinating with DOE in order to understand the changes to the DOE’s PCL
program. At this time, the NRC is not in a position to respond to your request until DOE

satisfactorily responds to the NRC’s November 2004 letter. Subsequently, the NRC will
determine

The NRC will then provide further guidénce to you at the earliest possible time.
Sincerely,
/RA L. C. Harris for:/
Jane E. Marshall, Acting Chief
Fuel Cycle and Special Security Programs Section

Division of Nuclear Security
Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response
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Sincerely,

E (Original Signed by L. C. Harris for:)
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Fuel Cycle and Special Security Programs Section

Division of Nuclear Security
Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response
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