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‘he;a.td of your deep personal interest in the plight of the children tn
‘ "élgrus, and Ukraine who are now suffering from thyroid cancer
the Chernobyl disaster, I am taking the liberty of writing to you on
' t. :subject:. the lack of adequate radiological protection for the thyroids
'__.f.‘of‘ l}.mencan children. I am writing in my capacity as a private citizen, not in
my professional capacity as Counsel for Special Projects at the U.S. Nuclear
B Regulatory Commission.

' As you know airborne radloactive fodine from the damaged Chernobyl plant,
_both inhaled and ingested throuqh milk and food, ‘lodged in the thyroid glands
" of large numbers of children. Normally an extremely rare disease, childhood
,_thyroid cancer has reached epidemic levels in the affected areas. Over 1000
' cases have been reported already, and the numbers are climbing rapidly. The
th rold ls known to be highly sensitive to radiation, especially in children, but
one Jexpected to see 80 many cancers 8o 8oon.

pheap and effective protective drug, potassium fodide (KIl), if administered in

e, could have saturated the affected children's thyroids with iodine in a

_zfmless :form and thereby prevented the radioactive jodine from taking hold.

\ But in the inefficency, confusion, and misinformation that characterized the
'-Soviets ,response to Chernobyl, far too few children and adults were given the

) drug.‘ In Poland, by contrast, where virtually all the nation's 10 million

i chudren received KI in the aftermath of the Chernobyl accident, health

. aut.horlties credit it with having prevented any increase in the incidence of the

: dl" ease:. . A medical journal article co-authored by a Polish medical officer and

'( ah NIH doctot reported minimal side effects: out of 18 million persons given

F only two required brief hospitalization for allergic reactionsa.

that the most alqnmcant health lesson learned from Chernobyl is the
for an effective program to give out potassium jodide in radiological
qenc:es "International Basic Safety Standards” to which the U.S. is a

df'specmed levels. France stockpiles the drug, as do Germany, Britain,
g}and Japan, various Canadian provinces, Poland, Austria, Sweden,

i
';f\;f_jon, however, remains backward, adhering tc - policy adopted just nine
ths;before Chernobyl and never revised since.. That is the United States.




), + the answer may lie in
,Mthe no—holds-barred political combat 15 years ago of two strong-willed regional
’_‘.pouuaans with rival ambitions for national prominence -- John Sununu,
'}Repubucan of New Hampshire, and Michael Dukakis, Democrat of Massachusetts.
uTheir ‘battle was over the almost-completed Seabrook nuclear power plant.
Located in New Hampshire, Seabrook was close enough to the state line that

v

'«much of the 10-mile emergency planning zone mandated by NRC regulations was

operaunq license from the Nucledr Regulatory Commisaion. Dukakis, his eye on
the race for the 1984 Democratic nomination, was just as determined to win
,renown for having prevented Seabrook from operating. Refusing to allow any
tate cooperatlon in emergency planning for the plant, he went so far as (o

8, &he relevant Federal agendes had been in agreement that KI stockpiling
: senslble and necessuy protective measure. The Federal Emergency

iSuddenly, however, the engine was thrown into reverse. Just 2§ weeks after

a new memorandum withdrawing the earlier paper. The staff now advised
could produce a new analysis concluding that KI was much less cost-
ve than previously thought, and on this basis, would propose a new
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rle(érb spoke only of "

"u“n is .not the questlon.
Lulneu was described tn

en ‘a small amount of money on Kl for prevention.
suggest that thete«mtqht be non-monetary reasons for preserving

At no point did the

nodules, not of "cancer.” Sometime afterwards, it

The issue was. rather, "averting an illness.”
terms suggesting something qulte trivial: "There's
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’ xt.hough you may'“do your best to shelter your children, the whole famuy
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,IKF(; ‘some;i eigvht .years, I have done everythlnq in my power to persuade the

X
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] le in tespondlng to my Own an . the American Thyrold
concerns. As a lonqume employee of the NRC, 1 ﬂled a "dﬂledng

o !

I

,as a pnvate citizen, ‘and at the same time, 1 asked FEMA to revise
p‘ollcy statement on KI. Twenty-one months later, neither agency
» In response to my filing, the Federal Radiological Preparedness
atmq tConunIttee, which operates under the aegis of FEMA, last

D

app, ved,ln pnnciple a.new policy under which the Federal




uon Ag!vl_sory (t;jg‘t‘nnusslon. Last December, 1 had t.he honor to

,Commission whlch later the same day voted to

Sincerely, o L

B . H

ff . Peter G. Crane
W

“-Nuclz,ea‘r :YStock:pue America Needs,” The New ‘Yo'rk Times,

kDu‘ect,o 'Jamea Lee \vlttt FEMA ' -
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| thyfvu disease would be nuu\nly
‘.uy
| Thyrold cancer ia seldom fatal, but
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: The disease 1s more aggresstve in
mm it 18 for adults. AM!

mﬂnthmml
, recognize the peed for & change in !
_ policy. (As a private citizen, | have
' petitioned - _the  agency, lot um

)
“ln 1994, the - N.R.C.'s sun. uun;
mmmum from the Amert

persed radioactivity might make
eyacuation infeasible. In such cases,
potassium lodide — safe 10 stockpile,
with & shelf life of at least flve years
= would give valuadle protection.

11 the day ever comes that Amert-
can children suffer becaure the Ke-
meny Commission's recommenda- ;
tion was ignored, what will omcmn {
uy to their parents? . o
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