
 May 13, 2008 
 
The Honorable Rick Boucher 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality 
Committee on Energy and Commerce  
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has resolved a petition for rulemaking 
submitted by E. Russell Ritenour, Ph.D. on behalf of the American Association of Physicists in 
Medicine.  The petitioner requested that the NRC amend its regulations that address training 
requirements for experienced Radiation Safety Officers and Authorized Medical Physicists.  In its 
review and resolution of the petition, the NRC concluded that revisions made to the regulations 
in 2005 may have inadvertently affected a group of board certified professionals.  The petition 
was docketed as PRM-35-20. 
 
In resolving the petition, the NRC concluded that the issues raised in the petition will be 
considered in the rulemaking process in the following way.  The NRC will attempt to develop a 
technical basis to support a rulemaking that would address the issues raised in the petition.  If a 
technical basis which supports rulemaking can be developed, the issues will be addressed in a 
future rulemaking.  If a technical basis to support a rulemaking cannot be developed, the issues 
will not be further considered by the NRC. 
 
The Federal Register Notice resolving the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the 
Federal Register for publication.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 /RA/ 
 
 

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director 
Office of Congressional Affairs 

 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register Notice  
 
cc: Representative Fred Upton 
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The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has resolved a petition for rulemaking 
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 May 13, 2008 
 
The Honorable Thomas Carper 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air 
  and Nuclear Safety 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has resolved a petition for rulemaking 
submitted by E. Russell Ritenour, Ph.D. on behalf of the American Association of Physicists in 
Medicine.  The petitioner requested that the NRC amend its regulations that address training 
requirements for experienced Radiation Safety Officers and Authorized Medical Physicists.  In its 
review and resolution of the petition, the NRC concluded that revisions made to the regulations 
in 2005 may have inadvertently affected a group of board certified professionals.  The petition 
was docketed as PRM-35-20. 
 
In resolving the petition, the NRC concluded that the issues raised in the petition will be 
considered in the rulemaking process in the following way.  The NRC will attempt to develop a 
technical basis to support a rulemaking that would address the issues raised in the petition.  If a 
technical basis which supports rulemaking can be developed, the issues will be addressed in a 
future rulemaking.  If a technical basis to support a rulemaking cannot be developed, the issues 
will not be further considered by the NRC. 
 
The Federal Register Notice resolving the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the 
Federal Register for publication.   
 

     Sincerely, 
 
 /RA/ 
 
 

     Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 

 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register Notice  
 
cc:  Senator George V. Voinovich 



 May 13, 2008 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Chairman, Committee on Environment 
  and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Madam Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has resolved a petition for rulemaking 
submitted by E. Russell Ritenour, Ph.D. on behalf of the American Association of Physicists in 
Medicine.  The petitioner requested that the NRC amend its regulations that address training 
requirements for experienced Radiation Safety Officers and Authorized Medical Physicists.  In its 
review and resolution of the petition, the NRC concluded that revisions made to the regulations 
in 2005 may have inadvertently affected a group of board certified professionals.  The petition 
was docketed as PRM-35-20. 
 
In resolving the petition, the NRC concluded that the issues raised in the petition will be 
considered in the rulemaking process in the following way.  The NRC will attempt to develop a 
technical basis to support a rulemaking that would address the issues raised in the petition.  If a 
technical basis which supports rulemaking can be developed, the issues will be addressed in a 
future rulemaking.  If a technical basis to support a rulemaking cannot be developed, the issues 
will not be further considered by the NRC. 
 
The Federal Register Notice resolving the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the 
Federal Register for publication.   
 

     Sincerely, 
 
 /RA/ 
 
 

     Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 

 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register Notice  
 
cc:  Senator James M. Inhofe 



 May 13, 2008 
 
The Honorable John D. Dingell 
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has resolved a petition for rulemaking 
submitted by E. Russell Ritenour, Ph.D. on behalf of the American Association of Physicists in 
Medicine.  The petitioner requested that the NRC amend its regulations that address training 
requirements for experienced Radiation Safety Officers and Authorized Medical Physicists.  In its 
review and resolution of the petition, the NRC concluded that revisions made to the regulations 
in 2005 may have inadvertently affected a group of board certified professionals.  The petition 
was docketed as PRM-35-20. 
 
In resolving the petition, the NRC concluded that the issues raised in the petition will be 
considered in the rulemaking process in the following way.  The NRC will attempt to develop a 
technical basis to support a rulemaking that would address the issues raised in the petition.  If a 
technical basis which supports rulemaking can be developed, the issues will be addressed in a 
future rulemaking.  If a technical basis to support a rulemaking cannot be developed, the issues 
will not be further considered by the NRC. 
 
The Federal Register Notice resolving the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the 
Federal Register for publication.   
 

     Sincerely, 
 
 /RA/ 
 
 

     Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 

 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register Notice  
 
cc:  Representative Joe Barton 
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