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HLWYM HEmails

From: Brittain Hill
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:25 AM
To: Jon Chen; King Stablein
Subject: Re: ISG-03 ready for concurrence process

I haven't had the chance to discover who reviewer #4 is, as I need to discuss the 
comments a bit with him/her before determining final resolution. Initial responses on 
#4: 
  
1) Reviewer's belief is inconsistent with regulatory requirements regarding assumptions 
of RV withdrawal. There is no regulatory requirement, or logical need, for the well 
capture and plume slice methods to use uniform assumptions. Current interpretations 
are consistent with 63.332(b)(2)(iii), but not, however, with reviewer #4's beliefs. No 
changes appear warranted to text. 
  
2) Existing text in ISG (p. 8) speaks directly to reviewer's point regarding low level of 
review needed for well capture approach that assumes all plume is captured by 
pumping. Nevertheless, the DOE must provide sufficient information to satisfy 
requirements of 63.331 and 332 regarding support for RV calculation. No changes 
appear warranted to text. 
  
3) Comment is unclear, as it fails to distinguish different methods used to calculate RV. 
For well capture, RV is plume + uncontaminated water for most scenarios. For plume 
slice, RV must be wholly within the plume, as clearly stated in definitions 
(63.302). Need to discuss further with reviewer (i.e., what's the point in the 
comment?), but no changes appear warranted to text. 
  
4) Disagree that examples are useful for this particular ISG. Technical concern arises 
from YMRP implementation, unlike ISG-1 and -2 which arise primarily from techincal 
issues with DOE methods/approach. No changes appear warranted to text. 
  
Although portrayed as "not nits", these extremely last-minute comments (which were 
needed by no later than Friday morning 7/7/06, after further delays from 7/6/06) do 
not appear to warrant any significant changes to the ISG or our plans to present this 
info at the HLW Board meeting. The 7/6/06 comments from the Center were used to 
clarify the text contained in Rev07, which was the version place into concurrence on the 
afternoon of 7/7/06. 
  
Thanks- 
Britt 
  
  
>>> N King Stablein 7/7/2006 4:21 PM >>> 
Britt, 
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Have you had a chance to assess the significance of the late-breaking comments from Reviewer 4 as you put the draft 
into concurrence? 
  
Cheers, 
  
King 
 
>>> Brittain  Hill 07/07/2006 3:34:14 PM >>> 
Jon - Attached is the final draft of the Ground Water ISG-03 (REV07). This revision 
incorporates comments received from the SIR team on 7/6 regarding consistency with 
language in the rule. Additionally, I've incorporated to the extent practicable comments 
from the Center that were sent last evening. 
  
This draft can be placed in the concurrence process. I've included Christina Hitiris on 
the distribution list so that she has a copy available during my absence (annual leave) 
next week. 
  
Please begin preparation of the FRN for this ISG. The current schedule has this 
completed by 7/27, but since we're finishing the draft ISG early (<7/17) we should 
accelerate the schedule where we can. If possible, I would like to submit the ISG and 
FRN to Ellen Kraus on or about 7/24, following the 7/20 HLW Board meeting. 
  
I've discussed a 9/7/06 tentative date for a technical exchange with Lawrence and Jim 
Rubenstone, who both concur. Please coordinate with Jim and King regarding 
scheduling of this TE with DOE. Currently, I see this as a ½ day meeting at best. Based 
on some comments from NEI on the seismic ISG, we may also want to provide an 
overview of the ISG process during our technical exchange. 
  
Thanks- 
Britt 
  
  
 
Brittain E. Hill, Ph.D., P.G. 
Senior Technical Advisor for Repository Science 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
MS T-7F27,  NMSS/HLWRS/TRD 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
  
Ph (301) 415-5002;  Fax (301) 415-5399; email: BEH1@nrc.gov 
 
>>> Jon Chen 7/3/2006 8:08:11 AM >>> 
Britt: 
  
I adopted the scheduling process that was used for Seismic and PCSA to come up with the attached subject schedule for 
your ISG. Please review and provide your comments to me at your earliest convenience. 
  
Thanks, 
Jon 
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