| “NU, YUY, L
APK. 30, 2008 4:3YtM SENALUK VITTER | ‘

“ - DAVIDVITTER : ' :
¢ LOUISIANA ' DOCKET NO. 11005711 | m“:f?x:%?gé :J mgm

- SunEk SH-516
L . DEPUTY WHIP : : WasinEToN, DC 20510

: (202) 224-4673
-Cammerce, Sclencs, 8nd Transponation QB Zd 5 % Fax: (202) 226-6061
Environment and Public Works nlt tatw matz 1 (Da ‘ :

_ BATON ROUGE
Foreign Rpla!ipna ' WASH'NGTON DC 20510 gii:: :‘ﬁ?ﬁf ;SBGS;
Small Business and Entrepraneurship oo gy 353

Fax: (_225] 3830952

Weheits whd E-Meil Accose:
vimrsnn_ats.gov

Special Committee on AQing

April 30, 2008
Dr.Dale E.Klein _ p%%ﬁggo
Chairman
- United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission May 2, 2008 (4:03pm)
One White Flint North Building ' OFFICE OF SECRETARY
1555 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD 20852-2738 RULEMAKINGS AND
‘ ADJUDICATIONS STAFF

VIA FASCIMILE AND U.S. MAIL
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION REQUESTED

Dear Chéirman Klein:

I write to express concern with a proposal to import radicactive waste material from Italy
into the United States. As I understand the proposal, the waste materials could come
through a number of ports, possibly including the Port of New Orleans. [ have a number
of concemns that I believe must be answered before the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
should grant approval of this proposal.

_First, EnergySolutions, the company asking to import the waste, has not been able to
verify that the materials comply with NRC limits until after processing takes place in
Teonessee. That would mean the waste could travel through a port of entry and then

* hundreds of miles via our inland waterways before its compliance with our regulations
can be conﬁrmed ' That seems to me to be a huge risk.

Second, part of the company's proposal asks for an export license to return to Italy any
waste that, after being processed in Tennessee, would not qualify for storage in its Utah
facility. Again, the concemn remains that material that may not comply with our -
regulations would be allowed to u:avel for hundreds of miles on our waterways and
through our ports.

Finally, there are concerns that the origin of the material could not be explicitly known. I
do not see how we can ensure the safety of these materials and the communities the
material would have to travel through without knowing its specific origin and risks.

I hope you will give all these concerns careful consideration before allowing
EnergySolutions to import potentially dangerous waste into our country. The Port of
New Orleans is vital to our national economy, as it is a key point of entry and export
from the Mississippi River. Unless we know that the materials coming in are safe and

would not Jead to an increased risk of closure of ports and waterways, I ask that the
Comm1ssmn deny the request '
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Tha.nk you for your aftention to this matter and for your work to ensure the nuclear
facilities and materials in our nation are safe. '

Smcerely, \/

David Vitter
U.S. Senator

CC: Commissioner Kristine L. Svinicki
‘Commissioner Gregory B. Jaczko
Commissioner Peter B. Lyons
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