
 
 
 

May 20, 2008 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:  Eric Leeds, Director 

 Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
FROM:   Cynthia A. Carpenter, Director    /RA/ 

 Office of Enforcement 
 
SUBJECT:  DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY FOR ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS 

FOR THE OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REACTOR REGULATION 
 
The Director of the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) is hereby delegated authority to 
approve, sign, and issue certain enforcement actions.  This delegation applies to enforcement 
actions in all areas in which NRR evaluates, directly manages, or conducts inspections.  If there 
is overlap between regional and NRR inspection authority, and a dispute arises regarding which 
office should issue the enforcement action, the Office of Enforcement (OE) should be consulted.   
 
The Director of NRR is authorized to take the following actions: 
 
1. Approve, sign, and issue non-escalated enforcement actions to licensees, applicants, 

and vendors, and, after consultation with OE, sign and issue non-escalated enforcement 
actions or letters to non-licensees (other than vendors). 

 
2. Sign and issue confirmatory action letters (CAL). 
 
3. Sign and issue orders or demands for information (DFIs) to licensees and applicants on 

safety and security matters not related to specific violations of NRC requirements.   
 
4. Conduct enforcement panels, predecisional enforcement conferences, and enforcement 

caucuses. 
 
5. Review disputed enforcement actions and coordinate responses with OE. 
 
The Director of NRR may redelegate this authority subject to the following limitations: 
     
1. The Director may redelegate the authority to approve, sign, and issue non-escalated 

enforcement actions to licensees, applicants, and vendors, and, after consultation with 
OE, sign and issue non-escalated enforcement actions or letters to non-licensees (other 
than vendors).  However, this authority may not be redelegated to individuals below the 
level of branch chief. 

 
 
 
CONTACT:  J. Wray, Office of Enforcement 
 301-415-1288 
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2. The Director may redelegate the authority to conduct enforcement panels, predecisional 

enforcement conferences, and enforcement caucuses.  However, this delegation should 
not normally be given to individuals below the level of deputy division director. 

 
3. Any other redelegations of authority delegated herein must be approved by the Director 

of the Office of Enforcement. 
 
The Deputy Director of NRR is authorized to exercise the authority delegated herein during the 
absence of the Director. 
 
The Commission=s regulations, the NRC Enforcement Policy, the NRC Enforcement Manual, 
Enforcement Guidance Memoranda, and other guidance from the Office of Enforcement shall 
be followed in conducting enforcement activities under this delegation. 
 
The Office of Enforcement will incorporate this delegation authority guidance in the next update 
of the Enforcement Manual.  This delegation and any redelegations are to be reflected in the 
Management Directive System.  
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact John Wray at 301-415-1288. 
 
cc:  
R. W. Borchardt, EDO 
M. Virgilio, DEDMRT 
B. Mallett, DEDR 
D. Ash, DEDIS 
T. Hagan, ADM 
J. McDermott, HR  
SECY  
OGC 
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