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From: Christopher Ryder

Sent: Monday, July 24, 2006 10:49 AM

To: George Adams

Cc: Robert Johnson (NMSS); Albert Wong; Michael Waters
Subject: Comments on Appendix C

In the example the mission time for Train 1 is 3000 hours. Unclear why this number was chosen. This is 125
days. This may be an artifact of the original analysis that Albert did when he had a three train system, each
having the same mission time and operating for about 1/3 of a year.

This example is of a fault tree. In your equations, lambda is the initiating event frequency. You should be
careful about introducing the notion of initiating events into fault trees. Boolean algebra uses only probabilities.
This example could be misleading because none of the cautions of using the initiating event frequency are
being discussed. The example itself is simple. But with your terminology, you are suggesting something that
may not be simple. Typically at NRC, the initiating event is in the event tree, not the fault tree.

When the probability of this (partial) system is determined, what is to be done with it?
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