
1

HLWYM HEmails

From: Christopher Ryder
Sent: Friday, November 04, 2005 4:43 PM
To: skinkler@swri.org
Cc: AAC@TWFN_DO.twf4_po
Subject: Re: HEPA fliters

Sterling, 
 
You brought up an interesting point.  I asked a person on the staff about this.  He said that a HEPA filter on the 
intake may still be necessary to create a clean environment for welding the waste package.  YM is desert - dry 
and dusty.  How fine is the dust in relation to the prefilters efficiency?    Would welding be compromised? 
 
Some industries use HEPA filters on the intake, such as at facilities where integrated circuits are made.  A 
single speck of dust will ruin a circuit.  Clean chem labs are another place.  At the place where the waste 
package prototype is being made, a clean area is being or was given consideration.  Maybe something to 
investigate with Al Csontos at NRC.  
 
If needed at the preclosure facility, a clean area should have its own HVAC so as to require a smaller volume 
of air. 
 
Raised a good point by accident. 
 
Thanks for telling me. 
 
Chris 
 
 
Christopher Ryder 
NMSS/HLWRS/SPAD/PAS 
High Level Waste Repository Safety 
Site Performance Assessment Directorate 
Mail Stop T 7 F23 
Room T 7K2 
Tel: (301) 415-6102 
Fax: (301) 415-2397 
Fax: ext 5397 
Mail Stop T 7 F 27 
Fax:  ext 5397 
 
>>> "Kinkler, E. Sterling,  Jr." <skinkler@swri.org> 11/04/05 12:23 PM  
>>> >>> 
Chris - You were right.  The filtration on primary confinement air ingestion is not HEPA - thanks for setting this 
straight and sorry for the confusion.  Hope you have a great weekend...tnx, Sterling 
 
  
 
  
 
E. Sterling Kinkler, Jr. PE 
 
Principal Engineer 
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Communications and Embedded Systems 
 
Southwest Research Institute 
 
PO Box 28510 
 
San Antonio, Texas  78228 
 
(V) (210) 522-3478 
 
(F) (210) 522-5499 
 
skinkler@swri.org  
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