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From: Christopher Ryder
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2005 9:58 AM
To: Michael Waters
Subject: Text For Briefing to Marty

Mike, 
 
The following is what I propose for the briefing. 
 
Chris 
 
At the surface facilities at the proposed nuclear waste repository at Yucca Mountain, fuel cladding can "unzip" 
while fuel is in an open transportation cask, awaiting transfer to a waste package.  If this should occur, finely-
divided particles of spent fuel could be dispersed from the rods.  The fuel handling areas could potentially 
become unuseable in the matter of days and weeks because of excessive contamination, both disrupting the 
processing operation and possibly elevating dose to workers and the public.  DOE is considering revisions to 
the design of the dry transfer facility and the fuel handling facility to prevent and mitigate the unzipping 
phenomenon.  NRC/CNWRA staff are conducting independent analyses and tests on the DOE's consideration.
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