July 29, 2008

The Honorable Rick Boucher

Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality
Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We have enclosed a copy of a notice of resolution of a petition for rulemaking submitted by
Scott Portzline, on behalf of Three Mile Island Alert. The petitioner requested that the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations governing physical protection of plants and
materials be amended to require NRC licensees to post at least one armed guard at each
entrance to the “owner controlled areas” (OCAs) surrounding all U.S. nuclear power plants. The
petitioner stated that this should be accomplished by adding armed site protection officers
(SPOs) to the security forces—not by simply moving SPOs from their protected area (PA) posts
to the OCA entrances. The petitioner believes that its proposed amendment would provide an
additional layer of security that would complement existing measures against radiological
sabotage and would be consistent with the long-standing principle of defense-in-depth.

In resolving the petition, the Commission concluded that the issues raised in the petition for
rulemaking are appropriate for consideration and, in fact, are already being considered in the
ongoing “Power Reactors Security Requirements” rulemaking. NRC staff will address the

comments filed in the petition for rulemaking as part of the “Power Reactor Security
Requirements” rulemaking.

The Federal Register Notice resolving the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the
Federal Register for publication.

Sincerely,

/IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Representative Fred Upton



July 29, 2008

The Honorable Thomas Carper

Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air

and Nuclear Safety

Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We have enclosed a copy of a notice of resolution of a petition for rulemaking submitted by
Scott Portzline, on behalf of Three Mile Island Alert. The petitioner requested that the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations governing physical protection of plants and
materials be amended to require NRC licensees to post at least one armed guard at each
entrance to the “owner controlled areas” (OCAs) surrounding all U.S. nuclear power plants. The
petitioner stated that this should be accomplished by adding armed site protection officers
(SPOs) to the security forces—not by simply moving SPOs from their protected area (PA) posts
to the OCA entrances. The petitioner believes that its proposed amendment would provide an
additional layer of security that would complement existing measures against radiological
sabotage and would be consistent with the long-standing principle of defense-in-depth.

In resolving the petition, the Commission concluded that the issues raised in the petition for
rulemaking are appropriate for consideration and, in fact, are already being considered in the
ongoing “Power Reactors Security Requirements” rulemaking. NRC staff will address the

comments filed in the petition for rulemaking as part of the “Power Reactor Security
Requirements” rulemaking.

The Federal Register Notice resolving the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the
Federal Register for publication.

Sincerely,

/IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Senator George V. Voinovich



July 29, 2008

The Honorable Barbara Boxer

Chairman, Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Madam Chairman:

We have enclosed a copy of a notice of resolution of a petition for rulemaking submitted by
Scott Portzline, on behalf of Three Mile Island Alert. The petitioner requested that the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations governing physical protection of plants and
materials be amended to require NRC licensees to post at least one armed guard at each
entrance to the “owner controlled areas” (OCAs) surrounding all U.S. nuclear power plants. The
petitioner stated that this should be accomplished by adding armed site protection officers
(SPOs) to the security forces—not by simply moving SPOs from their protected area (PA) posts
to the OCA entrances. The petitioner believes that its proposed amendment would provide an
additional layer of security that would complement existing measures against radiological
sabotage and would be consistent with the long-standing principle of defense-in-depth.

In resolving the petition, the Commission concluded that the issues raised in the petition for
rulemaking are appropriate for consideration and, in fact, are already being considered in the
ongoing “Power Reactors Security Requirements” rulemaking. NRC staff will address the

comments filed in the petition for rulemaking as part of the “Power Reactor Security
Requirements” rulemaking.

The Federal Register Notice resolving the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the
Federal Register for publication.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Senator James M. Inhofe



July 29, 2008

The Honorable John D. Dingell

Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We have enclosed a copy of a notice of resolution of a petition for rulemaking submitted by
Scott Portzline, on behalf of Three Mile Island Alert. The petitioner requested that the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations governing physical protection of plants and
materials be amended to require NRC licensees to post at least one armed guard at each
entrance to the “owner controlled areas” (OCAs) surrounding all U.S. nuclear power plants. The
petitioner stated that this should be accomplished by adding armed site protection officers
(SPOs) to the security forces—not by simply moving SPOs from their protected area (PA) posts
to the OCA entrances. The petitioner believes that its proposed amendment would provide an
additional layer of security that would complement existing measures against radiological
sabotage and would be consistent with the long-standing principle of defense-in-depth.

In resolving the petition, the Commission concluded that the issues raised in the petition for
rulemaking are appropriate for consideration and, in fact, are already being considered in the
ongoing “Power Reactors Security Requirements” rulemaking. NRC staff will address the

comments filed in the petition for rulemaking as part of the “Power Reactor Security
Requirements” rulemaking.

The Federal Register Notice resolving the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the
Federal Register for publication.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Representative Joe Barton



July 29, 2008

The Honorable Rick Boucher

Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality
Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We have enclosed a copy of a notice of resolution of a petition for rulemaking submitted by
Scott Portzline, on behalf of Three Mile Island Alert. The petitioner requested that the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations governing physical protection of plants and
materials be amended to require NRC licensees to post at least one armed guard at each
entrance to the “owner controlled areas” (OCAs) surrounding all U.S. nuclear power plants. The
petitioner stated that this should be accomplished by adding armed site protection officers
(SPOs) to the security forces—not by simply moving SPOs from their protected area (PA) posts
to the OCA entrances. The petitioner believes that its proposed amendment would provide an
additional layer of security that would complement existing measures against radiological
sabotage and would be consistent with the long-standing principle of defense-in-depth.

In resolving the petition, the Commission concluded that the issues raised in the petition for
rulemaking are appropriate for consideration and, in fact, are already being considered in the
ongoing “Power Reactors Security Requirements” rulemaking. NRC staff will address the
comments filed in the petition for rulemaking as part of the “Power Reactor Security
Requirements” rulemaking.

The Federal Register Notice resolving the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the
Federal Register for publication.

Sincerely,
/IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Representative Fred Upton

Identical Letters sent to The Honorable Thomas Carper with cc to Senator George V. Voinovich,
The Honorable Barbara Boxer with cc to Senator James M. Inhofe, and The Honorable John D.
Dingell with cc to Representative Joe Barton
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