
 
 
 
 
 

April 16, 2008 
 

 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:  Chairman Klein 
                                               Commissioner Jaczko 
                                               Commissioner Lyons 
                                               Commissioner Svinicki 
     
 
FROM:    Eliot Brenner, Director /ra/ 
           Office of Public Affairs 
 
SUBJECT:   RESPONSE TO STAFF REQUIREMENTS     
    MEMORANDUM- M070530B, REVISE AGENCY’S    
    WEBSITE TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT    
    RADIOACTIVE SOURCES AND LEVELS OF RADIATION   
    IN EVERYDAY LIFE, JUNE 25, 2007 
 
The Office of Public Affairs has worked with FSME, TTC and OIS to revise the Radiation 
Protection web site to give more visibility to information that is of interest to the general public.  
Although there was already a lot of radiation-related information on NRC’s public web site, we 
reorganized it and edited some of it to target the non-technical public, while retaining information 
for materials licensees and radiation workers. 
 
Radiation Protection is now featured more prominently on NRC’s home page to facilitate users 
finding this information.  See http://webwork.nrc.gov:300/ .  The links on the Radiation 
Protection page itself provide key messages about radiation, how people are exposed to it every 
day and the NRC’s role in protecting the public.  They are: 

• Radiation All Around Us 
• Radiation and Its Health Effects 
• How NRC Protects You 
• Radiation and National Security 

 
There are also quick links to popular interests (based on calls OPA receives in any given week).   

• How to minimize your exposure 
• How to calculate your dose from radiation sources in your life 
• What to do in case of a dirty bomb 
• How tritium contamination recently found around nuclear power plants affects nearby                   

citizens and what cleanup efforts are underway 
• How potassium iodine can protect one’s thyroid from radiation 
• Information for radiation workers 
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A link on the home page provides easy access to Frequently Asked Questions (and answers).  
Another link to “Ask an Expert” gives users the opportunity to have their specific questions 
answered.  We thought “Ask Dr. Cool” would be appealing but decided on a generic icon so as 
not to pressure Don Cool—one of our experts on radiation. 
 
Also on the new web page is a slide presentation on radiation basics from the TTC that can 
provide a quick, visual overview of health physics.  In addition, there are two brochures on 
radiation protection and the use of radioisotopes in today’s world for those who want a snapshot 
of radiation and don’t want to delve further into the site. 
 
Throughout the site, we have added photos, diagrams and other visual aids.  We have also 
linked to other government and professional society sites that have some excellent information 
on radiation such as EPA’s Radtown, DOE’s fact sheets, and the Health Physics Society.   
 
We briefed your staff about the basic construction of the new page Jan 24 and based on their 
comments added information about radiation in common foods and doses received for some 
common medical procedures. 
 
You can view the site at the following link:  http://webwork.nrc.gov:300/about-nrc/radiation.html . 
 
During the next week we plan to informally have a handful of high school students “test-drive” 
the site and may make some changes based on their review, although we do not anticipate 
major modifications.  Any technical cleanups will also be made.  Unless we hear otherwise from 
the Commission, we plan to go live with the site late next week. 
 
CONTACT:  Beth Hayden, OPA 
                      (301) 415-8202 
 
cc:  SECY 
       OGC  
       OCA 
       EDO 
       FSME 
       OIS 
       TTC 
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