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For Immediate Release

Motlon to Shut Down N eutron N ever Enforced

MDE Grants Citizens Standmg in Neutron License Renewal Hearmg
Cltlzens Join Three Mile Island Radlatlon Monitormg Group '

DICKERSON, MARYLAND On May 29, 1997, Michael Hmre Final Decusmn Maker with the W
Maryland Department of the Environment, granted several property owners in the vicinity of ’,..,."
Neutron Products; Inc. standmg in the company’s. radioactive materials license renewal hwnng An=-
‘administrative error led to an earlier drsrmssal by Administrative Law Judge, Judith an Plymyer ;

Neutron owner, Jackson Ransohoff, mouoned unsucc&ssfully to intervene in the hearing as an
individual with interests separate from those of the corporation. On June 26, 1997; Ransohoff filed
a Judlaal appeal with the Circuit Court of - Montgomery County—civil action number 171421,
Ransohoff had motloned to represent the oompany, but was re]ected for unlawful practice of law

Neutron has contested nearly all provxswns in the licenise that:was issued in February 1996,
MDE’s stricter, but mdustry——standard, regulanons “conﬁsw,tory In a June 1997 h&nng,

ansq :joﬁ‘ mlled the citizen intervenors “immoral,” and refused to permit ALJ Plymyer a site visit
of the Neutron faahty because it would allow for citizen participation. -

The State has Jailed to enforce its November 1996 motion to curtail Neutron’s operatwns after .
~ announcing the motion to the press. MDE understands that the citizens have concems,
ackmwledgmg the lengthy hrstory of enforoement Yet, Neutron continues to emit radioactive -
,oobalt-60 into the nelghborhood, is in violation of ALARA principles; and has missed every e
“deadline to submit appropriate building plans to Montgomery County for an enclosure to contain .-
radioactivity as stlpulated in a 1994 court-ordered settlement. The motion is before Montgomery
County Circuit Judge S. Midlael Pmcus Citizens have written MDE Secretary Jane Nishida and "
»Montgomery County Council’s Nancy Dacek to request enforoement of the motion and a role i in the
courtyard enclosure bmldmg permit approval prooess

In July 1997, chkmon, Malyland Jjoined the EFMR Momtonng Group at Three Mile
Island—a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that monitors radiation trends in the TMI area.
Radalert monitors used: by citizens or a dally basis complement the monitors (TLDs) used by
MDE and Neutron to calculate radrauon averages. MDE investigators have filed an environmental
crimes report on the pattern of 1 mxssmg TLDs. MDE has not mv&sugated the matter prompting
citizens to appml to State Delegate Jean Cryor. .

For more mformatmn contact: g

Secretary Jane Nishida, Maryland Department of thie Environifnent: 800-633-6101 .

State Delegate Jean Cryor: 301-858-3052 : _ s

Councilwoman Nancy Dacek: 301-217-7900 e
~ Judge S: Michael Pificus: 301-217-3950

':E“"Eps‘em’EMMmtonngGmup 717-541-1101 | . ~ \ S,U

FOR FurtHeR iNbe‘MAﬂON, Contact: Hearhiee Rae AT 301-972-7841 % ;



32030 Big Woods Road
Dickerson, Maryland 20842

Marchi 20, 1997

Ms. Marylin Praisniet, President
Montgomery County Council
100 Maryland Avenue
Rockville, Maryland 120850

Deo,rMs Praisner:

- ThlS compilation of accounts and testimony about the history of Neutrori Products, In¢.’s
activities in our neighborhood contains documents that we have collected from neighbors, public
récords and the press It demonstrates that NPI has received special treatment from regulators.

As you can see these documents go back to 1967 when NPI was first established. They
show a steady level of concem on the part of the citizens about the NPI situation. More alarming,
they show a consistent disregard for the seriousness of the situation by Montgomery County and
the State of Maryland and a pattemn of dxsrecpeot for regulatrons and public safety on NPI’s. part

_ We urge you to corisider this’ mfonnauon when making your evaluatlon of NPI to modlfy
- orexpand 1ts chkerson site.

 We hope that in making your decisions, you allow the citizens 6f Dickerson the
opportunity to be heard, - B
Sincerely,
Carol Oberdorfer

on behalf of concerried citizenis of Dickerson
(3 10) 972—8985

_¢¢: . Jane Hunter, President, Sugarloaf Citizens Assoolatlon
Delores Milmoe, President, FARM : '
Jim Caldwell, Montgomery County Department. of Environmental- Proteotlon
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.Dbcumehtation

RegulatoryFootdmgging and Negllgence o »

“With respect to the discovery of _,
followmg the srtuatlon closely and ’

onuntllFebruary 18 1981 youarehereby 1
'freplymustbemthrsoﬁeebeﬁore430pmon

Association, March 23, 1981 [see secnon on “Sewage Di
1984] . |

srtuatron than the Drclcerson cmzens have had.” Han;y C Meem to Judz
“Iamstrllwarnngforaresponsefromthestate D

we have a responsibrhty to the crtrzens to msure therr safety he Judzth Toth to'C
Department of Health and Mental H)gzene, May 6, 1981

“We have not seén’ anyone from your office doing any momtonng in the area since last Feb or anyone
from. Neutron since last Spring.” Hany Meen notes, written aﬁer discovery of radioactive .
contamindtion of his property in 198]. [see section on “Violations” regarding testing of the
nelghborhood.)

- “With one’ exception none of the people that spoke on behalf of Neutron Products live

the plant.. wethatlrvewlthmZOOyardsmustbesubjecttoradratronﬁ'omtheplant%_ - S

day...Thie one exception T mention of the speakers [at a meeting in: Poolesvrlle] was 1o doubt. unhappy

because she was not personally notified when the hot spot was located. I might add that no one else in

the area was, personally notified but over 125 got the message and came through the press and -

television.” Ibid. -

“We are not antt-nuclear We feel thata plant of thrs magmtude and the purpose it serves ‘could be+"

' v ll—fe ‘oed property wrthaguarded

was mformed of these: drngs » chkerson CxtlzmAssoczatton, ReIease June 24, | 981

“It is extreme‘_, y in g to the ci ns 'of Drckerson that you have chosen to concentrate, in your
reply, on the fact that the responsibthty for hoensrng and eontrollmg the use of radroactlve ‘material i§
vested in the State Department of I-Ieelth and Mental: I-Iygrene We are well aware of this fact...The
April 15 letter to you raised several issues whrch we believe to be areas of county responsibility. These
issues were not addressed in your reply.” Gary Schmxdt Dickerson Citizens Association to Charles
Gilchrist, Montgomery County Executive, July 21, 1981

“It is the county’s responsrbllrty to determinie what expansion of mdustnal land is appropnate within
the rural areas of the county. Dickerson lies well outsrde any area in the eounty planned for expansron '
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the case of Néutron 'Products Inoorporated, located lnvMontgom , County, Maryland wluch has had




‘The Ma:ylan DHMH, ] ough its Assistant- Secretary for Envuonmen Programs ”Wilham M.

Exchbaum, ann" unbed today that omclals of Neutron Products, Inc. of; chkerson, Maryland had
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. ; ‘, tr&tment ‘plant
s b e ibdan i S
' tmmmen; of various

exlsung on—snte sewage system falhires and to provnde mdoor plumbmg to legally oocupled and
situated dwellmgs without mdoor plumbing where community sewer is not eoonomlmlly available
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' iminediately 'mform‘ed?] .
15. October 18:22, 1993 Announced, Limited Reinspection Report followmg August 8 and 14, 1993
: Inspectxon

, 16_. May 17 1994.Not10e of Vlolauon based on Aprﬂ 20-21 1994 Inspecuon.

o faxlure ) eoritact neng,hbors in wntmg regardmg survelllanee, failure to do any survelllance for
423 days ‘
. possesston of 4.5 to 6 times the authorized amount of depleted uranium;
¢ causing an excess radiation exposure to the hand of an employee, and failure to report it for 69
-days past’ the: penod allowed by law..
22 TLDs were removed from the perimeter of the NPI site (1995 results for three sites were estlmated) :

Tuly 1997
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