
  

April 21, 2008 
 
 
 
Mr. Tom Clements 
Southeast Nuclear Campaign Coordinator 
Friends of the Earth 
2736 Blossom Street 
Columbia, SC 29205 
 
Dear Mr. Clements: 
 
On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I would like to thank you for your 
letter of March 21, 2008, regarding the U.S. Department of Energy/New Brunswick Laboratory 
(DOE/NBL) application to amend export license XSNM3485.  That license currently authorizes 
the export of natural uranium and high enriched uranium (HEU) to Japan for use as reference 
materials at the Rokkasho Nuclear Fuel Reprocessing Plant.  The amendment seeks to: extend 
the expiration date from June 30, 2008 to December 31, 2013, add the Mixed Oxide Fuel 
Fabrication Plant under construction at Rokkasho as an ultimate consignee, and increase the 
quantity of HEU from 38.4 grams to a new cumulative total of 240.0 grams HEU for the next 5 
years.   
 
In your letter, which opposes issuance of the license amendment, you request that the export 
license application be noticed in the Federal Register, and that public comments on it be 
solicited.  While this export application does not fall into the category of applications requiring 
Federal Register notice under the NRC’s regulations (10 CFR § 110.70(b)), the NRC did provide 
notice and a copy of the application in its entirety on the NRC’s public website, in accordance 
with 10 CFR § 110.70(a).  Thus, the complete license amendment application is available for 
the public, including Congress, for review and comment.  As stated in 10 CFR § 110.81(a), the 
NRC encourages all written comments from the public regarding export license applications and 
will consider all comments received.  This application is currently under review by NRC staff and 
by the Executive Branch (10 CFR § 110.41).  The results of these reviews will be submitted to 
the Commission (10 CFR § 110.40). 
  
Please contact Ms. Janice Owens of my staff at (301) 415-3684 or by e-mail at 
Janice.Owens@nrc.gov, should you have any questions.  Again, thank you for your comments 
on this matter. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
       /RA/ 
 
 
       Margaret M. Doane, Director 
       Office of International Programs 
 
cc: SECY  OPA 
 OGC  NSIR 
 OCA  NMSS 
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