
 
 

April 18, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Michael P. Last 
Chief of Services 
The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment 
  Station 
123 Huntington Street 
Box 1106 
New Haven, CT  06504 
 
 
Dear Mr. Last: 
 
On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your 
March 11, 2008, letter requesting an exemption from the annual fee under the “public good” 
regulatory provisions.  As explained below, I am unable to grant your request for an exemption 
from the 10 CFR § 171 annual fees. 
 
The basis for your request is that the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station (CAES) is a 
small separate state agency which performs basic and applied research and freely publishes its 
findings.  In addition, you provided examples of CAES accomplishments and samples of 
publication documentation as examples of why the CAES should be treated as a fee exempt 
entity under the “public good” category. 
 
The NRC’s regulation 10 CFR § 171.11 allows a fee exemption:  (a) to a nonprofit educational 
institution; (b) to an applicant if it is in public interest; (c) to a reactor under certain conditions; 
and (d) to a materials licensee under certain conditions.  In your letter, you state that CAES is 
one of many Experiment stations in the country but unlike others, CAES is not associated with a 
university and therefore not covered by an NRC fee exemption.  If an institution is not a 
nonprofit educational institution, to qualify for a fee exemption under the public interest 
provision, the requesting applicant still has to meet similar criteria.  CAES does not meet the 
criteria.  As a state agency, CAES’s research and publication of its original basic (non-
proprietary) research in reputable journals is supported by Government funding. 
 
Similar to NRC evaluations in 2001 and 2002, I find no evidence that it would be in public 
interest to grant an annual fee exemption to CAES.  To do so would be inconsistent with the 
manner in which annual fees are assessed to other State agencies, Federal agencies, and 
nonprofit organizations.  Hence, I am unable to grant you a fee waiver under the provisions of 
10 CFR § 171.11. 
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Please contact Renu Suri, of my staff, at 301-415-0161 for any fee-related questions. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 /RA/ 
 
J. E. Dyer 
Acting Chief Financial Officer 
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Please contact Renu Suri of my staff, at 301-415-0161, for any fee-related questions. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 /RA/ 
 
J. E. Dyer 
Acting Chief Financial Officer 
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