
 
 

June 2, 2008 
 
 
 
Mr. Steven M. Babcock 
3441 19th Ave. SW 
Naples, FL  34117 
 
Dear Mr. Babcock: 
 
I am writing in response to your letter to Janet R. Schlueter dated March 10, 2008 in which you 
requested answers to several questions relating to licensing requirements and authorizations for 
medical physicists (MPs).  The numbered items below correspond to the numbered questions in 
your letter. 
 
As background, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) regulations for medical use of 
byproduct material are contained in 10 CFR Part 35, “Medical Use of Byproduct Material.”  
These regulations are available for viewing at the NRC public web site, at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/cfr/part035/.   
 
Modifications to the Part 35 training and experience (T&E) requirements for persons seeking to 
be named as authorized individuals on NRC licenses became effective in 2005.  NRC 
Agreement States, including Florida, establish compatible regulations for activities within their 
state.  Florida does not yet have equivalent T&E regulations.  
 
1.  NRC’s Part 35 regulations do not require that a MP be identified on a license for 
brachytherapy use authorized on an NRC medical use license, except for remote afterloader 
use.  Accordingly, there are no T&E requirements in 10 CFR Part 35 for MPs providing services 
for conventional brachytherapy use.  Florida (and other Agreement States) may currently have 
or may establish such T&E requirements.  I refer you back to the state agencies for radiation 
control that you are familiar with (from your letter) for information about such requirements.  
 
2.  For an MP wishing to provide services for remote afterloader brachytherapy use, there is no 
time limit for a individual certified by the American Board of Radiology (ABR) or other medical 
specialty board with a recognized certification process to apply for authorized status, i.e., to 
apply for listing on an NRC license as an Authorized Medical Physicist (AMP).   
 
The T&E requirements for an MP to be listed as an AMP on an Agreement State medical use 
license depend on whether the Agreement  State has or has not  yet established regulations 
compatible with NRC’s 2005 Part 35 T&E modifications.  Under the pre-2005 NRC regulations, 
an MP certified by the ABR, or other medical specialty board with a recognized certification 
process, could be listed on a license by virtue of being certified, but the 2005 NRC T&E 
regulations have additional requirements for authorization.  Therefore, in Agreement States, 
while there is no time limit for a certified MP to get listed on a license, the additional 
requirements to be met likely depend on the Agreement State’s regulations at the time of 
application. 
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3.  As noted previously, NRC regulations do not require an MP to be listed on a license as an 
AMP for conventional brachytherapy use.  Accordingly, an NRC-licensed facility conducting 
conventional brachytherapy would have no licensing-related delays in provision of such services 
due to replacement of the involved MP.  I refer you back to state agencies for radiation control 
for information about Agreement State requirements relating to this matter.     
 
If a facility licensed by NRC for remote afterloader use replaces the MP for these activities, its 
provision of services will not be interrupted if the replacement MP either satisfies the T&E 
requirements for an AMP under the certification pathway, as listed in 10 CFR 35.51(a), or is 
listed as an AMP for remote afterloader brachytherapy on an NRC or Agreement State license 
or permit.  In either of these cases, the licensee does not need a license amendment (adding 
the MP as an AMP) before it permits the MP to work as an AMP- -the licensee must submit 
appropriate documentation of the AMP’s qualifications within 30 days; see 10 CFR 35.14(a).  I 
refer you back to state agencies for radiation control for information about Agreement State 
requirements relating to this matter; a particular Agreement State’s regulations may not offer 
this provision.   
 
4.  As noted previously, NRC regulations do not require an authorized MP for conventional 
brachytherapy use.  For remote afterloader use, NRC has no plans to establish a registration 
program for MPs to serve as AMPs- -for prompt provision of services, NRC has the Notifications 
process described in 3, above. 
 
5.  Except for temporary Radiation Safety Officers, in 10 CFR 35.24, there is no provision in 
NRC’s 10 CFR Part 35 for individuals deemed qualified by medical use licensees to provide 
services on a temporary basis.  I refer you back to state agencies for radiation control for 
information about Agreement State requirements relating to provision of temporary services by 
MPs to medical use licensees. 
 
I hope that you find this information responsive to your questions.  Any further questions that 
you may have on these or related matters can be directed to Ronald E. Zelac, Ph.D. of my staff, 
at (301)415-7635 or Ronald.Zelac@nrc.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
       /RA/ 
 
 

Robert J. Lewis, Director 
Division of Material Safety  
  and State Agreements 
Office of Federal and State Materials  
  and Environmental Programs 
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