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MEMORANDUM

(Scheduling Site Visit)

In conjunction with the 10 C.F.R. § 2.315(a) limited appearance sessions currently
scheduled to be held in Augusta, Georgia, on April 27 and 28, 2008, see 73 Fed. Reg. 16,075
(Mar. 26, 2008), this Licensing Board will conduct a visit to the Southern Nuclear Operating
Company’s (SNC) Vogtle Early Site Permit (ESP) site on Monday, April 28, 2008, beginning at
8:30 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time (EDT). The purpose of the visit is to allow the Board to view
areas of the site that may be relevant to (1) the admitted contentions regarding facility cooling
system impacts on aquatic resources and implementing a dry cooling system as a design
alternative, which are the focus of the contested hearing in this proceeding; and (2) matters that
may be of interest to the Board in connection with the uncontested or mandatory hearing portion
of this proceeding. The visit will not include areas within the Protected Area (PA) of existing

Units 1 and 2 at Plant Vogtle.
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The Board and representatives of the Joint Intervenors,’ the NRC staff, and applicant
SNC will meet at the Plant Vogtle Visitor Center, 7821 River Rd., Waynesboro, Georgia, at
8:30 a.m. EDT. Visitors should bring at least one piece of government-issued photo
identification and wear comfortable, warm-weather hiking clothes and shoes. Electronic/digital
cameras may be brought onsite and used, but photographs may not be taken of the portions of
the plant's PA not visible from public roads in the vicinity of the facility. Photographs taken while
onsite are subject to review by plant security to verify that no such pictures have been taken.

Based upon a March 19, 2008 conference call with the parties, see Tr. at 268-308, and
later contacts with the parties, the Board expects the site visit to proceed generally as follows:

At the Visitor Center, SNC will provide the Board and party representatives with an
overview briefing relative to Plant Vogtle and its ESP to provide context for what might be seen

onsite. Thereafter, areas to be visited, to the degree they are reasonably accessible, will likely

include:
. The proposed location for the new reactor facilities.
. The site's major hydrological features, including major ponds, streams, any other
features important to site drainage, and the Savannah River.
. The intake and discharge structures for the existing Vogtle units.
. The site of the intake and discharge structures for the proposed units.
. The site of the proposed technical support center.
. The location of the existing and proposed facilities’ cooling towers.
. Portions of the exclusionary boundary accessible by bus.
. The route for the new transmission line.

' Joint Intervenors include the Center for a Sustainable Coast, Savannah Riverkeeper,
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, Atlanta Women’s Action for New Directions, and Blue
Ridge Environmental Defense League.



. The site meteorological tower.

Given the size of the Vogtle site, the Board and party representatives will travel by bus to
visit many of these locations, including the intake and discharge structures for the existing units.
Additionally, because of its remote location, the Board and party representatives will use two
boats to view the site of the intake and discharge structures for the proposed facilities.

Both Joint Intervenors and the staff have provided the Board with a list of the names of
the representatives they wish to attend the site visit, which the Board will forward to SNC. The
Joint Intervenors and the staff should contact SNC directly at sblanton@balch.com if there are
any changes in their designated representatives. Because of transportation space constraints,
the parties visiting applicant SNC’s Vogtle site (i.e., Joint Intervenors and the staff) will be

limited to five representatives each.

FOR THE ATOMIC SAFETY
AND LICENSING BOARD?

/RA/
G. Paul Bollwerk, IlI
CHAIRMAN

Rockville, Maryland

April 14, 2008

2 Copies of this memorandum were sent this date by the agency’s E-Filing system to
counsel for (1) applicant SNC; (2) Joint Intervenors; and (3) the staff.
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