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Dear Administrative Judges:

We write to bring to your attention the decision of the Atomic Safety and Licensing

Board Panel (ASLB) canceling oral arguments for Petitioners over the admissibility of

contentions in the license renewal of Indian Point's nuclear reactors. This decision undermines
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the very reasoning for holding public hearings - to ensure the concerns of interested parties and

individuals are heard and considered.

Petitioners WestCAN, Sierra Club, RCCA, PHASE and Assemblyman Richard Brodsky

("WestCAN") have submitted numerous, unique contentions or contention with different

arguments and/or support for its contentions. WestCAN is the only Intervenor who was not

given an opportunity for oral argument to address the admissibility of their contentions.

On April 7, 2008 ASLB initially scheduled oral argument for the ASLB to direct

questions to the attorneys representing WestCAN, the NRC Staff, and Entergy in order to

determine if these contentions are admissible. Yet on March 25, 2008 the ASLB no longer had

any questions for WestCAN. Consequently, we seek clarification of the following concerning

the Order.

* Please explain when, from whom, and what information the ASLB obtained and

used that rendered its earlier decision to accept oral testimony "would not be

materially assisted by oral argument."

* Why was the April 1, 2008 hearing for WestCAN never placed on the ASLB

calendar?

* Did the ASLB decision rest in part or full on issues related to scheduling conflicts

that' prevented WestCAN from participating in the admissibility hearings on,

March 10-12, 2008?

This decision cast serious doubts about the commitment of the Atomic Safety and

Licensing Board Panel and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to an open and public



process for considering Entergy's license renewal application for Indian Point.

Therefore, we request that the ASLB immediately schedule a hearing to be held in

Westchester County on WestCAN's contentions, with all appropriate public and official

notice, including sufficient microphones and audio equipment to accommodate public

participation.

Respectfully submitted,

cc: Senator Hillary Clinton '
Senator Charles Schumer
Congressman John Hall
Congressman Eliot Engel
Congresswoman Nita Lowey
Congressman Maurice Hinchey
Attorney General Andrew Cuomo
Assistant Attorney General John Sipos
Assemblywoman Ellen Jaffee
Roy Hawkens - NRC - ASLB
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Office of the N.Y. Attorney General
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John Louis Parker, Esq.
Regional Attorney
Office of General Counsel, Region 3
NYS Dep't of Envt'l Conservation
21 S. Putt Corners Road

New Paltz, New York 12561-1620

jlparker(,qov.dec.state.ny.us
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