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Department of Radiology
Alaska Regional Hospital

2801 DeBarr Rogad )

Anchorage AKX 99508 - Ng .
A\

31 Mar 2008 i?*\%é L
NN

Jeanine Katanic, Ph.D. @Nw
Health Physicist '
Division of Materials Safety

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region IV

611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suijte 400

Arlington TX 76011-8064

Re: License # 50-18244-01

Dr. Katanie,

The corrective action plan we were operating under, vis-a-vis our Junior Technologist
and brachytherapy program has come to a premature end with the dismissal of the Junior
Technologist. For reasons that are confidential to the Human Resources department
followed by a minor incident involving shoddy discharge of his duties around an I-131
thyroid cancer ablation case, he was discharged from employment at this hospital,

Investigation of the incident confirmed that there was no loss of control of byproduct
material and the patient was discharged at an appropriate time with the appropriate
instructions. The problem was in the paperwork which I have attached. The failure to
completely and properly fill out the form indicates a relapse of the sort of casual and
inconsistent approach to his duties that we had hoped to remediate through our corrective
action plan.

This letter constitutes notice that we have terminated that corrective action plan. When
we are fortunate enough to hire a new Technologist, we will have a similar but hopefully
abbreviated program of enhanced supervision of the new Junior Technologist’s activities
on the brachytherapy cases. I say hopefully abbreviated because the program will go on
wntil we observe consistent satisfactory performance.

Thank you for your advice and patience during this process.

Cordially,

Bradley K. Cruz, MD
Radiation Safety Officer

g1/63
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03/25/2008

To whom it may concern:

{ arn & Nuclear Medicine Technologists working at Alaska Regional Hospital. On 3/19/2008, at
apx 1445 hrs., | performed on oral I-131 Radiotherapy Ablation on 2n inpatient. The patient was
given a 100 mCi }-131 per oral (1 capsule), and instructions to help minimize radiocontamination
in the room. Room surveys were then performed and documented.

On the afternoon of 03/20/2008, | performed a one meter patient reading as is standard 24 hrs
after dosing to ensure that the patient falls below the 7 m/Rhr that is required prior to being
discharged. The Patient's 1 meter reading was 3.9 mR/hr. | documented this on our wriiten
directive that was taped to the outside of the patients door. Background and gieger counter
¢alibration readings were also taken & documented. 3meter, bedside, door, hallway, and rm 549
readings were taken and recorded, but not yet documented on the written directive. | then
informed my supervisor that the patient's 1 meter reading was 3.9 mR/hr. and paged Dr. Chung,
our radiation oncologist, to infarm him of the reading. Based on this reading the patient was
discharged later that day.

On 03/24/2008, my supervisor, Peter Stokinger, cleared the room and noficed that the 3.9 mR/hr
1 meter reading had baen documented in the wrong column on the written directive. This form
can not contain "white out”, so what would usually be done in this situation is to ling through the
reading in the wrong column and initial, and record appropriately OR fill out a new written
directive correctly and get all the appropriate signitures. The latter being the preferred method.

The patient was NOT discharged without the manditory 1 meter reading showing an acceptable
level, The patient was informed of this level as the readings were being taken and can bear

witness. My supervisor and nursing staff also are aware that | was in the patients room taking the
readings.

Sincerely,

S
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