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Department of Radiology 
Alaska Regional 1-10 spit al 
280 I. DeBm Roqad 
Anchorage A K  99508 

3 1 Mn.r 2008 

Jeaniiie Katmic? PhD. 
Health Physicist 
Division of Materials Safety 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region IV 
6 1.1. Ryaii Plaza Drive, Suite 400 
A r h g t ~ ~  TX 7601.1-8064 

Re: License # 50-18244-01 

Dr. Katmic, 
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The corrective action plan we were operatirig under, vis-&vis OLE Junior Technologist 
and bracliytherapy program has come to B premature end with the dismissal of the Junior 
Technologist. For reasons that are confidential to the Huaiaii Resources department 
followed by a minor incident iiivolving shoddy discharge of his duties around ai 1-13 1 
thyroid cancer ablation case, He was discharged &om employment at tliis hospital. 

Xnvestigatioii of the incident confirmed that there was 120 loss of control of byproduct 
materjal and the patient was discharged at an appropriate time with the appropriate 
iastmctions. The problem was in the papetwork which 1 have attached The failure to 
completely and properly fill out the fonn indicates a relapse oftlie sort of casual. and 
inconsistent approach to his dnties that we had hoped to remediate through our corrective 
action plan. 

This letter constitutes notice that we have terminated that corrective action plan. When 
we are fortunate enough to hire a new Technologist, we will kavc a similar but liopefidly 
abbreviated program of emlianced supetvision of the iiew Junior Teclmologist’s activities 
on the brachytherapy cases. I say 11opefUlly abbreviated because the program will. go on 
until we observe consistent satisfactoly perfoxmance. 

Thank you for your advice and patieme during this process, 

Cordially, 

Bradley K. CIW, M1s 
Radia.titios Safety Officer 
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To whom it may concern: 

1 am a Nuclear Medicine Technologists working at Alaska Regional Hospital. On 3/19/2008, at 
apx 1445 hrs., I performed on oral 1-1 31 Radiotherapy Ablation on an inpatient. The patient was 
given a 100 mCi 1-131 per oral (I capsule), and instructions to help minimize radiocontamination 
in the  room. Room surveys were then performed and documented. 

On t h e  afternoon of 03/20/2008, i performed a one meter patient reading as is standard 24 hrs 
after dosing to ensure that the patient falls below the 7 m/Rhr that is required prior to being 
discharged. The Patient's 1 meter reading was 3.9 mR/hr. I documented this on our written 
ditective that was taped to the outside of the patients door. Background and gieger counter 
calibration readings were also taken & documented. 3meter, bedside, door, hallway, a n d  rm 549 
readings were taken and recorded, but not yet documented on the written directive I the0 
informed my supervisor that the patient's 1 meter reading was 3.9 mR/hr and paged Or, Chung, 
our radiation oncologist, to inform him of the reading. Based on this reading the palient was 
discharged later that day 

On 03/24/2008, my supervisor, Peter Stokinger, cleared the room and noticed that the 3.9 rnRlhr 
1 meter reading had been documented in the wrong column on the written directive. This form 
can not contain "white out", so what woirid usually be done in this situation is ta line through the 
reading in the wrong column and initial, and record appropriately OR fill out a new wrif3en 
directive correctly and get all the appropriate signitures. The latter being the preferred method. 

The patient was NOT discharged without the manditory 1 meter reading showing a n  acceptable 
level. The patient was informed of this level as the readings were being taken and can bear 
witness. My supervisor and nursing staft' also are aware that I was in the patients mom taking the 
readings. 

Sincerely, 
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Infomied Cpnscnt: , 

Initials, KC- 

Patieni Dose: 
Initials pi+ 

Xnformcd coaseirf obtained and insltucfions provided fo psf.ient/farnily on 1ww l o  keep 
exposure In other individuals AL4R-A (as low as reasonably achievable) NRC reg. guide 
8.39 Tabla Z 

I ] hystorcctomy I ] celibacy 1 riegative pregnancy test 
1 I normel menses .= 2 weeks sgo 

Dose measured and sdrninlstered 13 \L 7 mCi Time of administration 1ss- 
-d male [ past child bearing age L 2 . A  fiv-7e~'&44! t'(b'r-.t~G 


