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      March 26, 2008 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:  Nader Mamish, Deputy Director 
    Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation 
    Office of Nuclear Material Safety 
      and Safeguards 
 
FROM:    Jessica Glenny, Project Manager /RA/ 
    Licensing Branch 
    Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation 
    Office of Nuclear Material Safety 
      and Safeguards 
 
SUBJECT:   SUMMARY OF FEBRUARY 26, 2008, MEETING WITH U.S. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE, REGARDING THE 
SHIPMENT OF RADIOISOTOPE THERMOELECTRIC 
GENERATORS 

 
 
Background 
 
The U.S. Department of the Air Force (USAF) is the certificate holder for Certificate of 
Compliance (CoC) Nos. 4888 and 5862.  Both of these certificates expire on October 1, 2008, 
and are not renewable.  CoCs for package designs previously approved by the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC), designated as B( ) (or B( )F) in the package identification 
number and originally approved before September 6, 1983, will expire on October 1, 2008.  
These certificates are not renewable.  This is in accordance with the final rule for 10 CFR Part 
71.19(a) effective October 1, 2004 (69 FR 3698). 
 
Discussion 
 
On February 26, 2008, a meeting was held in Rockville, Maryland, at the request of the USAF.  
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss USAF’s alternative plans for the shipment of 
radioisotope thermoelectric generators (RTGs) to a Department of Energy (DOE) disposal 
facility.  The meeting was closed to the public due to the discussion of security-related SUNSI 
material.  No regulatory decisions were requested nor made at the meeting.  A copy of the 
meeting handouts and a list of meeting attendees are enclosed. 
 
The USAF presented a discussion on the background of the RTGs, including the number of 
RTGs licensed, activity limits and the physical location of the RTGs.  The USAF also discussed 
transportation plans for RTGs disposal.  The discussion included a timeline for RTGs removal.  
The USAF estimated transportation of the RTGs to occur no earlier than August 2009, 
approximately 11 months after the expiration date of the certificates because of budget 
limitations. 
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The USAF intends to submit a formal letter requesting an exemption from the requirements of 
10 CFR 71.19(a)(3), to extend the expiration date of the certificates.  The NRC did not make 
any commitments on any of the actions that the USAF intends to follow up with. 
 
 
Docket Nos. 71-4888 & 71-5862 
TAC No. L24177 
 
Enclosure:   Meeting Attendees 

Meeting Handouts 
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Meeting Attendees 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the 

U.S. Department of the Air Force 
February 26, 2008 

 
 
  Rachel Browder  NRC/Region IV 
  Jessica Glenny  NRC/NMSS/SFST 
  Kim Hardin   NRC/NMSS/SFST 
  Robert Nelson   NRC/NMSS/SFST 
  Nancy Osgood  NRC/NMSS/SFST 
  Clint A   bell   USAF/AFMOA/SG3PR 
  Mark Mays   USAF/88ABW/CEV 
  Joy Powell   USAF/AFTAC 
  Donna Rogers   USAF/AFTAC 
  Mark Talbert   USAF/AFTAC 
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Meeting Handouts 
Security Related SUNSI material 

To be Withheld from Public Disclosure 
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