
Good morning. My name is Bob Nelson and I'm Chief of the Licensing
Branch in NRC's Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation.
This morning, I will talk briefly about an topic we first discussed at heNEI Dry Storage Information Forum last May-the implementation of 10
CFR Part 72 certificate of compliance amendments to previously loaded

casks. I am keeping my presentation short to allow more time for
questions. ,
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My presentation will address these four areas.
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In July 2006, the staff issued an amendment to the Fuel Solutions
Storage System, Certificate of Compliance 1026. This amendment
allowed for the visual inspection of the casks instead of standard
temperature monitoring. After the amendment was issued, questions

were received concerning how the amendment could be implemented
for casks that had-already been loaded. Based on informal discussions
with the industry, the staff learned that some licensees had concluded
that the 10 CFR 72.48 process allows them to apply some or all of the
changes of a CoC amendment to a previously loaded cask without
obtaining express NRC approval. This process would essentially allow
the upgrade of a CoC. After examining its regulations, the staff
concluded that such an upgrade, if it involves a change to a term
condition, or specification of a CoC, would be tantamount to amending
the design basis of the previously loaded cask and as such, express
NRC approval is required. Subsequently, during the May 2007 Nuclear
Energy Institute Dry Storage Information Forum, NRC staff briefly
described agency requirements on this topic. On January 14, 2008, the
staff published Regulatory Issue Summary 2007-26 in the Federal
Register for public comment. The draft RIS is titled, "Implementation of
Certificate of Compliance Amendments to Previously Loaded Spent
Fuel Storage Casks." The RIS can also be found in ADAMS using
accession number ML072910263. I brought copies of the Federal
Register notice for your information.
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U.S.NRC

NRC Pos!Udn (conUnued)

10 CFR 72.48 does not allow changes to
CoC TCSs without NRC approval.

General licensees that want to change
CoC TCSs should request an exemption
under the provisions of 10 CFR 72.7.
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This slide summarizes our completed and planned actions in this area.
As noted earlier, the RIS was published on January 14. We plan to
hold a public meeting with stakeholders to discuss the RIS and receive

public comments. This meeting is tentatively scheduled for late
February and will be announced shortly. After consideration of public
comments, the staff will publish a final RIS. Exemptions to allow the

use of later CoC amendments to previously loaded casks will be
processed as received in accordance with our standard scheduling
process. We are developing an Enforcement Guidance Memorandum
that we will finalize with the final RIS and we will verify compliance thru
our normal inspection process. We also plan to revise our regulations
to address this topic. Our plans for this rulemaking will be discussed at
a separate public meeting.
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This concludes my presentation. I thank you for your time and
attention.
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