April 8, 2008

Mr. Dale E. Bonner

Secretary of the Business, Transportation
and Housing Agency

980 9th Street, Suite 2450

Sacramento, CA 95814-2719

Dear Mr. Bonner:

| am writing to express our appreciation for your Agency’s outstanding assistance with the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) investigation of the MacArthur Maze accident.

As part of its ongoing mission to assure the safe transportation of spent nuclear fuel, the NRC is
currently investigating the possible implications of a severe highway accident that occurred in
April 2007 on the MacArthur Maze section of Interstate 880 near Oakland, California. That
accident resulted in an extensive gasoline-fed fire that caused part of the 1-580 overpass to
collapse. It is our intent to use the results of our investigation to predict the performance of
spent fuel casks in this and similar-type accidents.

To ensure that our assessment of the MacArthur Maze accident is as realistic as possible, NRC
staff requested assistance from the California Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) and
California Highway Patrol (CHP) to obtain physical data that would verify the extent and severity
of the fire. We appreciate CALTRANS' and CHP's outstanding assistance in helping us to
obtain accident data and physical samples from both the collapsed overpass structures and
gasoline tanker involved in the accident. We were greatly impressed by the willingness, timely
responses, and courtesies extended to us by your staff in meeting our requests, particularly at a
time when they were intensely focused on the urgent need to replace the 1-580 overpass.

In particular, we would like to acknowledge the efforts of: Larry Orcutt, Kenneth Brown,
Rosme Aguillar, Doran Glauz, Sue Morgan, Jim Pursell, Dan Speer, Lora Curtis,
Suzanne Herrera, Robert Murdock, and Maria Sapiandante of CALTRANS; and
Sergeant Robert Snook, Captain Don Morrell, and Officer Michael Keeton of CHP.

Again, thank you for helping the NRC fulfill its mission of assuring the safe transportation of
spent nuclear fuel.

Sincerely,

/RA Martin J. Virgilio for/
Luis A. Reyes
Executive Director

for Operations

cc: See next page



CC:

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor of California
Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. Will Kempton, Director
Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 942873
Sacramento, CA 94273-0001

Mr. Joseph A. Farrow, Commissioner
California Highway Patrol

P.O. Box 942898

Sacramento, CA 94298-0001

Mr. James D. Boyd, State Liaison Officer
Commissioner and Vice Chair

California Energy Commission

1516 Ninth Street, MS-34

Sacramento, CA 95814-5512
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