
 
  

April 9, 2008 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: Martin J. Virgilio 

Deputy Executive Director 
  for Materials, Waste, Research, State, Tribal,  
  and Compliance Programs 
Office of the Executive Director for Operations 

 
FROM:   Charles L. Miller, Director /RA/    

Office of Federal and State Materials  
   and Environmental Management Programs 

 
SUBJECT:  U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION TRAVEL  
   TO OTTAWA, CANADA  
 
The purpose of this memorandum is to inform you of the upcoming trip to Ottawa, Canada, by U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff for conducting a vendor visit to MDS Nordion and  
Best Theratronics, located in Ottawa, Canada, as part of a series of visits to manufacturers of 
sealed source and device (SSD) products containing cesium chloride (CsCl).  These visits are 
conducted within the Office of Federal and State Materials and Environmental Management 
Programs (FSME) initiative designed to determine the physical and chemical forms of CsCl that 
are currently used, the feasibility of using alternative forms of CsCl, and the use of alternative 
isotopes.  Both of the companies to be visited are NRC licensees and manufacture irradiators with 
large activity sources.   
 
This trip is a high priority as it implements strategies to achieve NRC=s Strategic Plan Goal of  
using domestic and international operational experience and events to enhance decision making 
to ensure public health and safety. The trip will allow NRC staff to compile stakeholder input into 
a comprehensive report to serve as an essential element in determining further actions regarding 
safety and security measures for large activity CsCI. 
 
NRC staff are coordinating the visit with the following representatives of the vendors: 

− Mr. Blair Menna/MDS Nordion, phone:  613-592-3400, ext. 2536, e-mail: 
blair.menna@mdsinc.com. 

− Mr. Jag Uppal/Best Theratronics, phone:  571-482-0290, e-mail:  jag@teambest.com. 
 
Meeting location is at MDS Nordion, 413 March Road, Ottawa, Ontario K2K 0E4, Canada. 
The site visit is scheduled for April 29, 2008. 
  
A team, comprised of three individuals, will travel:  

− John Jankovich – Mr. Jankovich is the team leader from FSME and brings 
extensive background regarding sealed source and device reviews 
and is also currently leading the CsCI subgroup of 
the Radiation Source Protection and Security Task Force. 

 
 

CONTACT: John P. Jankovich, FSME/DMSSA 
301-415-7904 
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− Fritz Sturz – Mr. Sturz is from Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response and 

brings extensive background as a security specialist.  Mr. Sturz is also currently 
leading the Radiation Sourcessubgroup of the Radiation Source Protection and 
Security Task Force.  

− Joshua Daehler – Mr. Daehler is an employee of the Commonwealth of  
Massachusetts and a delegate of the Agreement States.  Mr. Daehler  
provides expertise in the area of sealed source and device reviews 
and provides State perspectives.  Mr. Daehler participates with  
NRC invitational travel.   

 
It is necessary that all three members of the team participate in this travel for the following 
reasons:  (a) continuity and consistency could not be maintained otherwise since such a 
composite team visited all the other source vendors, (b) each team member has a different role in  
the meetings in accordance with their specialty of expertise, (c) this is the last of the scheduled 
team visit series which would be truncated without full participation, and (d) each member needs 
full input from all vendors in order to be able to successfully fulfill their respective separate roles in 
the preparation of the final report.  
 
This travel is covered by previously budgeted funds.  

 
cc:  Terence Reis, FSME  
       Donald A. Cool, FSME 
       C. Abrams, OIP 
       M. Doane, OIP  
       S. Campbell, OEDO 
       P. Holahan, NSIR 
 

                                                      Approved By:  ___________________________ 
                                                                                     Martin J. Virgilio                   Dated 
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