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QUESTIONS RELATING TO STEAM GENERATOR TUBESHEET
AMENDMENT ON INTERIM ALTERNATE REPAIR CRITERIA

The NRC has provided to Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation (WCNOC) by email dated
February 28, 2008 the Request for Additional Information (RAI) relating to an interim alternate repair
criterion (IARC) that requires full-length inspection of the steam generator tubes within the tubesheet, but
does not require plugging tubes if the extent of any circumferential cracking observed in that region
greater than 17 inches from the top of the tubesheet that meets the performance criteria of NEI 97-06,
Rev. 2, "Steam Generator Program Guidelines," (Reference 1).
A total of thirteen RAI were provided to WCNOC. Four additional RAI have since been provided to
Southern Nuclear Operating Company for Vogtle Units I and 2. The same four additional RAI were also
provided to Exelon Generation Company for the Braidwood Nuclear Power Station. The responses to
RAI 6 through 17 are provided below.
After adjusting for growth as documented in Reference 2, the allowable crack sizes in the tube (2030) and
the weld metal (940) are bounding values and they apply for Model D5, Model F, Model 44F and Model
51F steam generators.
The 1.0 inch axial separation criterion discussed herein for multiple
circumferential cracks also applies to these same model steam generators. The ASME Code stress report
results summarized in response to RAI 9 apply to the Model F steam generator only; however, it has been
confirmed that similar results have been obtained for the Model D5 steam generators.
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6.

Figure 3-7 (LTR-CDME-08-11-P) needs to provide all geometry details assumed in the weld
analysis on pages 7, 9 and 10. (The NRC staff does not understand the assumed weld geometry
based on the discussion on pages 7, 9 and 10.) With respect to the equationfor S.A. near the top
of page 10, what is the parameterwhose value is 0.020 and what is the solutionfor "y"?

Response: The tube-to-tubesheet weld is modeled in Figure 6-1 below. The tube wall has an inner radius
ri and an outer radius ro, and it is displaced upward [

aic,e

a,c,e

Figure 6-1
The equation of a line, relative to the ellipse is:
y = mx + b, where
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the slope = tane, and one point is located at (r., 0.020). The resulting equation for the line on which the
crack grows is:
a,c,e

]

I
Similarly, the equation of the ellipse, as offset from the origin, is:
axc,e

LI

I

where (
]a,.c.e

Simultaneously solving the equations for the line and the ellipse results in the point of their intersection
a,c,e
,y):

Setting the points so that they are now relative to the original coordinate system gives the point (x', y').
a,c,e

L

I

The surface area of the frustum, S.A., is calculated by the surfaces of revolution technique and is
a,c,e

I

I
where, the equation for the line can be rewritten as:

LI

a,c,e

]
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and
Thus,

dx =
-cot 0

dy

a,c,e

L

and the result is:
a,c,e

I

I

The previous calculation made use of surfaces of revolution ((D varies from 0 to 2*7t) in order to calculate
the surface area of the entire frustum. Now, since the circumferential flaw does not subtend a surface
completely around the frustum, the equation must be integrated over an angle of revolution ((D to (D+ACI).
In addition, as the crack grows along the line of crack propagation, the y-value is integrated from y' to
y'+d*sinO, where d is the crack depth. Thus, in this case, the surface area of the flaw, Af, is:
a,c,e

the final result of which is:
a,c,e

The surface area of the circumferential flaw, AfC, is a hybrid of the previous two. The angle of revolution
again varies from 0 to 2 iT, as in the case of the surface area of the frustum. However, the y-value varies
from y' to y'+d*sin0, just as in the case of the partially circumferential flaw.
Now the integral is:

a,c,e

L

I

and the result is:
a,c,e

L

I
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7.

On page 10, the assumed flaw is said to extend a distance "d" into this "surface." Does
"surface" refer to the outer ellipse or inner ellipse in Figure3-5? Figure 3-5 suggests it is from
the inner ellipse.

Response: Referring to the frustum pictured in Figure 3-4 on Page 16 of LTR-CDME-08-11, viewing the
frustum from above (looking down) or viewing the frustum from below (looking up), the view obtained is
shown in Figure 3-5. The crack originates in the bottom of the frustum in Figure 3-4 and grows upward
along the surface depicted. That is what the crack in Figure 3-5 is attempting to show. The crack
originates at the point (x', y') in the first figure provided to answer Question 6.
8.

What was the assumed flow stress for the weld material? What was the basis for selecting this
value?

Response: The weld is an autogenous weld; no filler metal is used. The flow stress assumed for the weld
bead is the same as that of the tube (base) metal, which was taken from Westinghouse WCAP-12522
(Reference 3). This is a conservative assumption since the Alloy 182 weld metal used for the tubesheet
clad is stronger than the base metal of the tubing. Manufacturer's specifications' for Alloy 182 and Alloy
82 weld metal indicate that the yield strength ranges from [
] ,,.e and the ultimate tensile
strength ranges from [
]a,,,e The flow stress (0.5*(Sy+SuT)) then ranges from [
];,,c,e This range of values is higher than the flow stress used in the tube ligament analysis
]a,c,e

9. LTR-CDME-O5-209-P (Reference 5) states that the tube-to-tubesheet welds were designed and
analyzed as primary pressure boundary in accordance with the requirements of Section III of the
ASME Code. Provide a summary of the Code analysis, including the calculated maximum stress
and applicable Code stress limit.

Response:
General Summary of ASME Code Stress Report Results Relative to the LARC
The existing Model F steam generator tube end weld (TEW) analysis used an axisymmetric finite element
model (FEM) to estimate the stress state of the weld material. The assumptions in the weld analysis
(Reference 2) closely resemble the assumptions in the IARC (LTR-CDME-08-1 1-P). For example, in the
Model F FEM analysis there is

]ac,e

This result is similar to the [ ]t"' plane cited in LTR-CDME-08- 11-P when the different weld surfaces
are compared (i.e., the flat plane chosen in the Model F FEM geometry versus the elliptical plane used in
LTR-CDME-08-1 l-P). Therefore, the results described for the limiting weld ligament in LTR-CDME08-11-P are reasonable. In addition, the stress results contained in WNET-153, Vol. 6 (Reference 6) for a

FAX from Samuel D. Kaiser, P.E., of Inco Alloys Int'l, Inc. Welding Products Co. dated August 31, 1999 to Karan
K. Gupta of Westinghouse NEE-Pensacola.
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Model D5 steam generator are bounded by those contained in the Model F steam generator report
(Reference 4).
Weld Geometry Model

Figure 9-1 shows the configuration of the weld as modeled in the Code stress analysis.
conservative idealization of the actual weld bead, which is approximately an [

This is a
]a,c,e

The

interfacing elements to the weld have been added to Figure 9-1 for clarity.
a,c,e

Figure 9-1
The average actual height of the weld bead was determined by destructive examination of 10 factory
welds and was found to be [
f"',c, The modeled height of the weld was conservatively set at
I
].C.c, To maximize the load applied to the weld, since the dominant loading is tubesheet
deflection, a "stiff' tube of [

]iI.C'c

wall thickness was assumed.

Stress Summary
The results of the stress analysis are contained in Table 9-1 for the limiting section of weld
r.CC,
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Table 9-1
Quantity

Design

Emergency

Faulted

Test

a,c,e

Note: P,. is the primary membrane stress intensity

The design primary membrane stress intensity is based on the design pressure differential of
and an isothermal temperature of [
P" from the Equipment Specification.

a.,c,e

Loads and Loading Conditions

There are four sources of applied loads on the weld material:
* Deformation imposed by the tubesheet motion (taken at the center of the tubesheet, assuming no
restraint from the divider plate, to maximize the tubesheet deflection). This is the most
significant of the loads.
* Primary-to-secondary pressure differences.
* Local temperature gradients. Shown to be "trivial" in the Code stress analysis.
*

Isothermal temperature. Local temperature gradients are very small. (Exception: Non-ductile
failure evaluation.)

Weld residual stress is not considered because it is stated to be insignificant compared to the operating
loads. This is because the ASME Code stress report analysis assumes that there is
] ac,e

The end cap loads and fatigue results for the tube end weld were evaluated for several ASME Code
defined conditions as specified in the Equipment Specification for the Model F steam generator. The
conditions in the analysis included:
*

Design Condition

*

Normal and Upset Conditions

*

Emergency Conditions

*

Faulted Conditions

"

Test Conditions
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Material Properties
The materials used in the FEA model are:
"

Tubesheet Ligament: SA-508 Cl 2a

o

Tube: SB-163 (Code Case 1484)

*

Tubesheet Cladding: Inconel Weld

See the tables below for a detailed description of the appropriate data from the applicable Code year.
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TABLE 4-1
MATERIAL PROPERTIES VS. TEMPERATURE FOR SA-5DB-CL.

2a
f~.---

TC
(Btu/hr-f t-'F)

Tempera ture

TD
(ft 2 /hr)

F6
a ix10
(in/.in- •F)

E , 10(psi)

6

(ks~i)

I

sy
Sy
(ksi)

su
Su

(ksi)
a,c,e

____________

L

TC = Thermal Conductivity
TD = Thermal Diffusivity
a = Mean Coefficient of Expansion going from 70*F to indicated temperature.
E = Modulus of Elasticity
Sm = Design Stress Intensity
SY = Yield Strength
Su = Ultimate Strength

TABLE 4-2
MATERIAL PROPERTIES VS.

TEMPERATURE FOR SB-163

(Code Case 1484)

a,c,e

TC

Thermal Conductivity

TD

Thermal Diffusivity
Mean Coefficient of Expansion going from 70OF to indicated temperature.

E

Modulus of Elasticity

Sm

Design Stress Intensity

Sy

Yield Strength

Su

Ultimate Strength

The thermal properties and the elastic modulus of the cladding are assumed to be the same as those for the
tube.
Thermal Analysis
The thermal analysis considered a bounding transient for Normal and Upset conditions, Inadvertent RCS
Depressurization. For this transient, the maximum calculated temperature difference between the nodes
]",'~ It was concluded that the
represented in the FEA model is [
]!Ice

Method of Analysis
The analysis was performed with an axisymmetric finite element analysis in the WECAN computer
program with a very fine nodal mesh in the weld area and its interfaces with the tube and the tubesheet
clad. The elements consisted of [

]1..c.

Applied loads were due to deformation imposed by the tubesheet motion, primary-to-

secondary pressure differences, local temperature gradients, and isothermal temperature.
Calculated Stresses
The following tables are reproductions of the tables included in the code stress analysis for the tube end
weld.
Table 7-5 shows that the [
fC",'

The section numbers in Table 7-5 conrespond to the section numbers in the model

description figure above. In order to demonstrate acceptability, [
]a,c,e
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TABLE 7-1
DESIGN CONDITION STRESSES

a,c,e

TABLE 7-2
EMERGENCY CONDITION STRESSES

TA13LE 7-3
FAULTED CONDITION STRESSES

axC,e

l,,,,1

TABLE 7-4
TEST CONDITION STRESSES
*1
Section

Stress Components,
az
aR
TRZ

Stress
Category
_____

1.

1
Principal Stresses,

ksi

SI

aH
4

S2

ksi

7

Maximum Stress
Intensity, ksi

S3
t

~

Stress Limit,
(ksi)

r

a,c,e

TABLE 7-5
NORMAL AND UPSET CONDITION
PRIMARY PLUS SECONDARY STRESS INTENSITY RANGE

a,c,e

*

Section numbers are identified in the figure included with the Weld Geometry Description,
above.

**

All transients creating primary-plus-secondary stress intensity ranges greater than
evaluated inelastically.
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3

Sn are

Summary of Fatigue Usage from Code Stress Analysis of the Tube End Weld:
a,c,e

The point of maximum usage factor, where [
although the usage is still less than 1.0.

],C is the most likely fatigue crack initiation point,

Non-Ductile Failure Evaluation
The methods of evaluating non-ductile failure are
a,c,e

10. Regarding the weld repaircriterion:
a.

A detailed stress analysis (e.g., finite element) would be expected to reveal a much more
complex stress state than that assumed in the licensee's analysis,which may impact the likely
locationsfor crack initiation and direction of crack propagation. In addition, the dominant
stresses for crack initiation and crack growth may involve residual stresses in addition to
operationalstresses. Also, flaws may have been introduced during weld fabrication. Thus,
the 35-degree conical "plane" is not the only plane within which cracks may initiate and
grow.

b.

One hypothetical crack plane, which appears more limiting than the one assumed by the
licensee, is the cylindrical "plane" defined by the expanded tube outer diameter where the
weld is in a state of shean Assuming a flow stress of 63.7 ksi and an effective weld depth of
0.035 inches (as shown in LTR-C'DME-05-209-P, Figure 2-1), the NRC staff estimates that
the required-circumferentialligament to resist an end cap load of 1657 lb is greater than 180
degrees (without allowances).

Address these concerns and provide a detailedjustificationfor why the submitted analysis is
conservative.
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Response: Weld residual stress (WRS) was not considered since there is no definitive basis for any value
used. Both the original Wolf Creek code stress analysis and a more recent code stress analysis for
different models of steam generators dismiss residual stresses in the weld as negligible.
Development of credible residual stresses using FEA methods is extremely difficult, particularly for small
welds like the tube-end weld. A comprehensive test program involving deep/shallow hole drilling, or
finite element analyses which include the birthing of elements under very high temperatures to simulate
the welding process would be required in order to develop a value for use. Verification of finite element
WRS analysis results by deep/shallow hole drilling can only be accomplished for larger volumes of weld
metal as removal of cores of trepanned material is required. For small volumes of weld metal,
verification of the finite element analysis is much more difficult and thus, the WRS values assumed are
more uncertain.
In the ASME Code stress analyses, the operating loads on the weld are characterized as overshadowing
any effects of WRS. Current development of residual stress models (unpublished) for consideration as a
Code Case indicate that the stress on the inner diameter of the tube is compressive, and not conducive to
crack opening. The WRS values used as the basis of the modeling were taken from the heat affected zone
(HAZ) of stainless steel welds; therefore, the actual WRS profile may be different. The profile is tensile
in some areas and compressive in others (only tensile components of WRS have a deleterious effect).
Consideration of WRS further complicates the analysis, but does not necessarily add any conservatism.
The weld region is not in a state of pure shear. There are tensile loads as well as the pressure acting on
the face of the weld exposed to primary coolant. Therefore, the limits for pure shear (ASME B&PV Code
Section III, N13-3227.2) are not considered to apply. Thus, the ASME code is satisfied with respect to
pure shear. The shear plane used in the IARC weld ligament calculation was only used to calculate the
shear component of the stress state. This is consistent with the original Wolf Creek code stress analysis in
which shear was not explicitly considered, and the shear plane identified was not found to be the limiting
plane. The most likely crack initiation point, due, to fatigue usage, was on a plane extending from the
weld root almost normal to the face of the weld. A recent code stress analysis for another plant did
consider pure shear explicitly and determined that the weld region is not in a state of pure shear, thus
supporting the WCNOC stress analysis. This report definitively stated that the pure shear limit of NB3227.2 (0.6Sm) does not apply.
The crack opening performed in the weld region for the Wolf Creek IARC was assumed to open due to
maximum principal stress, which is tensile, and flow stress was chosen as the limiting strength parameter.
While reviewing the Wolf Creek IARC report, it was found that the component stresses, which generate
the principal stresses, were not being recalculated as the flaw grew. The correction to this problem (see
below), which is documented in Reference 7, changed the bounding required remaining ligament for
partially circumferential flaws in the weld region to [
]Jce (not adjusting for growth) from the
approximately [
],.C"e originally reported in LTR-CDME-08-11 P-Attachment (reference Table
3-3). The value of []ac"e
supersedes the old value of [
]:,c'e Westinghouse believes
that these corrections make the consideration of the flaw area in the left hand side of the force balance
equations correct.

The normal stress component was:

E

a,c,e

I

The normal stress component now is:

a,c,e

I
The shear stress reported in the Wolf Creek IARC was:
a,c,e

The shear stress component, until the flaw breaches the weld root is now:
a,c,e

L
b is the semi-minor axis (0.014 inch). This is due to the shear path being uninterrupted until that point.
After breaching the weld root, there is a lack of a stress path. The shear stress at that Doint, is:
a,c,e

I

I

11. The proposed tube and weld repair criteria do not address interaction effects of multiple
circumferentialflaws which may be in close proximity (e.g., axial separation of one or two tube
diameters). Address this concern and identify any revisions which may be needed to the alternate
tube repaircriteriaand the maximum acceptable weld flaw size.
Response: In order to ascertain how far apart cracks must be in order to be considered to respond
independently to an applied far field stress, a fracture mechanics approach was undertaken. The assumed
case was

ax.ce
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]i,,c.e

Therefore,

a

conservative

estimate of the distance necessary to prevent the interaction between cracks is [
]
and is equal to 1.0 inch. It is also worthy to note that 1.0 inch,
which is between I and 2 tube diameters, bounds the 0.5 inch result contained in the ASME Boiler and
Pressure Vessel Code, Section XI, Article IWA-3000.
a,c,e

Figure 11-1. Individual Steam Generator Results for the Distance Necessary for acy to Equal a
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a,c,e

Figure 11-2. Combined Steam Generator Results for the Distance Necessary for aC, to Equal a
The impact of the crack separation analysis is summarized below. Refer to Figures 11-3 through 11-5 for
explanations of the crack geometries and combinations of crack-like indications considered in the
analysis. Table 11-1 is a summary of the text description of the crack separation analysis impacts. The
details described in Table 11-1 apply only to the portion of the tube within the tubesheet 17 inches below
the top of the tubesheet (TTS-17 inches).
An Industry Peer Review was conducted on March 12, 2008 at the Westinghouse Waltz Mill Site with the
purpose of reviewing the Fall 2007 Catawba Unit 2 cold leg tube end indications to establish whether the
reported indications are in the tube material or the weld material. A consensus was reached that the 2007
Catawba Unit 2 cold leg indications most likely exist within the tube material. However, some of the
indications extend close enough to the tube end that the possibility that the flaws do extend into the weld
could not be ruled out. Therefore, in order to address the potential for cracking in the tube weld in
] ,x,e
parallel to crack-like indications in the tube, the more limiting ligament size of [
(including the adjustment for growth) for the weld is used to establish the allowable crack size in the tube
for cracks less than 1.0 from the tube end.
Crack-like indications in a tube:
1. If any circumferential crack-like indication in the tube exceeds 2030, plug the tube.
2.

If there is more than one circumferential crack-like indication in a tube, and no single crack angle
exceeds 2030, and the minimum axial distance of separation between the crack-like indications is
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greater than or equal to 1.00 inch, then the maximum crack angle is used to describe the flaw and
the tube remains in service.
3. If there is more than one circumferential crack-like indication in a tube, and no single crack angle
exceeds 2030, and the minimum axial distance of separation between the crack-like indications is
less than 1.00 inch, and the non-overlapping sum of the crack angles plus the overlapped crack
angle is less than or equal to 203', the tube may remain in service.
4. If there is more than one circumferential crack-like indication in a tube, and no single crack angle
exceeds 2030, and the minimum axial distance of separation between the crack-like indications is
less than 1.00 inch, and the non-overlapping sum of the crack angles plus the overlapped crack
angle is greater than 2030, plug the tube.
Crack-like indications in a tube less than 1.0 inch from the tube end:
5.

If there are one or more cracks in the tube that are each less than or equal to 940, and there is a
minimum axial separation distance between the tube end and the tube cracks of less than 1.00
inch, and the non-overlapping sum of the tube crack angles plus the overlapped crack angle is less
than or equal to 940, the tube may remain in service.

6. If there is a crack-like indication in the weld less than or equal to 94' and there are one or more
cracks in the tube that are each less than or equal to 94, and there is a minimum axial separation
distance between the tube end and the tube cracks of less than 1.00 inch, and the non-overlapping
sum of the tube crack angles plus the overlapped crack angle is greater than 940, plug the tube.
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Multiple
Cracks?
Case
I

No

4

Yes

5

Yes

6

Yes

-

Table 11-1: Summary of Crack Separation Analysis and Interactions
Mi. Axial
Max. Crack Angle
Max. Crack Angle
Required Action
Separation
in
Weld,
in Tube, 61,2
Distance, L
Degrees (0)
Degrees (0)
inch
> 203
No Crack
N/A
Plug Tube
Cracks do not interact. Report max. crack angle less
than 2030. Leave in Service.
Sum of total non-overlapping crack angle plus overlap
angle less than 2030. Leave in Service.
Sum of total non-overlapping crack angle plus overlap
< 1.00
No Crack
0/07+0,+ > 203
angle greater than 2030. Plug Tube.
Sum of total non-overlapping crack angle plus overlap
Possible Crack in
01+ 0+ 0,,+(x< 94
<1.001
angle less than 94'. Cracks in weld and tube do
Weld
interact. Leave in Service.
01+a+ 0,,+cx > 94

Possible Crack
Weld

jin

3

< 1.003

Sum of total non-overlapping crack angle plus overlap
angle greater than 94'. Cracks in weld and tube do
interact. Plug Tube.

1. See Figures 11-3, 11-4 and 11-5 for tube crack angle and weld crack angle definition.
2. 0,, is the sum of any remaining crack angles after the first two crack-like indications. For example, the statement: 01+0+ 0,,:< 2030
is equivalent to writing: 01 + a2 + 03. +...< 2030.
3. Separation distance, L, is measured from the tube end.
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Figure 11-3: Tube Crack Geometry

o,a
Figure 11-4: Tube and Weld Crack Angle Measurement

Tube, 0
Weld, a
Figure 11-5: Axial Separation Distance Between Weld and Tube Crack-Like Indications
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12. The technical support document for the interim ARC amendment does not mnake it clear how
licensees will ensure they satisfy the accident induced leakage performance criteria. Describe
the methodology to be used to ensure the accident induced leakage performance criteriais met.
Include in this response (a) how leakagefrom sources other than the lower 4-inches of the tube
will be addressed (in the context of ensuring the performance criteria is met), and (b) how
leakagefrom flaws (if any) in the lower 4-inches of the tube will be deternined(e.g., determining
the leakagefrom each flaw; multiplying the normal operating leak rate by a specific factor).
Response:
The Modified B* leakage analysis in the IARC report calculates the ratio of undegraded crevice length
determined by eddy current inspection to the length of undegraded crevice required to meet the design
basis accident analysis primary-to-secondary leakage analysis assumption for the limiting design basis
accident. By definition of the JARC, 17 inches from the top of the tubesheet is the available undegraded
crevice length because confirmed cracking in this length will require the tube to be plugged. Both the
pressure difference ratio and the length of crevice during normal operating and design basis accident are
factored in the margin determination.
Referring to Table 4-5 of the IARC report, the limiting design basis accident for WCGS is a postulated
steam line break (SLB) event. Referring to Table 4-2 of the IARC report, it is calculated that [
]aCC of undegraded crevice length is required to preclude exceeding the SLB accident analysis leak
rate assumption of 0.25 gpm. This corresponds to a safety factor of approximately [ ]ax,,e in terms of the
ratio of non-degraded creviceas confirmed by eddy current inspection (17 inches) to the crevice length
calculated using the D'Arcy equation necessary to preclude exceeding the SLB accident analysis leakage
assumption [
]"c'•' Therefore, the maximum leakage rate that would occur during a postulated
SLB event from cracks occurring 17 inches below the top of the tubesheet is calculated to be [
];"lc" from the faulted SG. This provides a margin of [],,
on leakage rate for
other sources of accident-induced leakage.
The table below shows the available margin for leakage sources other than the tubesheet based on the
IARC method for calculating the estimated leakage for which a bounding zero-contact-pressure value of
loss coefficient, based on the available test data, is used.
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Table 12-1: Calculation of Available Margin for Leakage Sources Other Than in the Tubesheet
During the Limiting Plant Design Basis Accident (DBA)
T NOP

Pln
PlantLe
Limit

Li

itn

LimPiting
Plaain
a
DBA

DBA Leak
Limit
Lii

[DBA

L Required
for DBA
o B

Safety
Margin
agn

Leak
Margin
Available

a,c,e

7

The response to Question 13 (following) further clarifies the methodology for satisfying the accidentinduced leakage performance criteria. For the underlying assumptions of the IARC - no contact pressure
between the tube and the tubesheet in the hydraulic expansion region - the discussion above shows that
significant margins exist over the length of the crevice required in the 17 inch span below the top of the
tubesheet. However, a conservative factor of 2.5 will be applied to that part of the observed normal
operating leakage that cannot be associated with degradation mechanisms outside the tubesheet expansion
region to calculate the accident-induced leakage from the tubesheet region. The resulting calculated
accident-induced leakage will be added to the predicted leakage from other degradation mechanisms that
have been detectedin the SGs that have the potential to result in accident-induced leakage for evaluation
against the accident-induced leakage performance criteria.
13. The proposed "modified B*" approach relies to some extent on an assumed, constant value of
loss coefficient, based on a lower bound of the data. This contrasts with the "nominal B*"
approach which, in its latestfonn (as we understand it) is not directly impacted by the assumed
value of loss coefficient since this value is assumed to be constant with increasing contact
pressure between the tube and tubesheet. Given the amount of time for the NRC staff to review
the interim ARC, the NRC staff will not be able to make a conclusion as to whether the assumed
value of loss coefficient in the "modified B*" approach is conservative. However, the NRC staff
has peiformed some evaluations regarding the potential for the normal operating leak rate to
increase under steam line break conditions using various values of (lWoP IsLB) determinedfrom
the "nominal B*" approach (which does not rely on an assutmed value of loss coefficient). With
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these analyses and recognizing the issues associatedwith some of these previous H*/B* analyses,
it would appear that a factor of 2.5 reasonably bounds the potential increase in leakage that
would be realized in going from normal operating to steam line break conditions. Discuss your
plans to modify your proposal to indicate that the leak rate during normal operation (for flaws in
the lower 4-inches of tube) will increase by afactorof 2.5 under steam line break conditions.
[The NRC staff makes two observations here in response to possible industry concerns regarding
Item 11. First,the NRC staff acknowledges that the ratio of the allowed accident leakage and the
operationalleakage is only 2.5 for Wolf Creek, which is equal to the factor of 2.5 above. (This
ratio is 3.5 for Vogtle and 5 for Byron/Braidwood). This is not an atypical situation as is
discussed in NRC RIS 2007-20. The operational leakage limit in the technical specifications can
never be assumed to ensure that accident leakage will be within what is assumed in the accident
analysis, even if the technical specification limit is zero. For example, part through wall flaws in
the free span which are not leaking tunder normal operatingconditions may pop through wall and
leak under accident conditions. For cracks in the free span which are leaking under normal
operating conditions, the ratio of SLB leakage to normal operatingleakage can be substantially
greaterthan 2.5 depending on the length of the crack. It is the licensee's responsibilityto ensure
that the accident leakage limits are met through implementation of an effective SG program,
including an engineering assessment of any operational leakage that may occur in terms of its
implications for leakage under accident conditions (based on considerations such as past
inspection results and operationalassessments, experience at similarplants, etc.).
Second, the NRC staff is not aware of any operationalleakage to date from the tubesheet region
for the subject class of plants, and there seems little reason to expect that this situation will
change significantly in the next 18 months. Thus, the NRC staff's approach discussed above is
not expected to have any significant impactfor the licensees reqttestingrelieffrom the tube repair
criteria in the lower 4-inches of the tube.]
Response:
The proposed ratio of 2.5 of the SLB to NOP leakage is conservative from the perspective of predicted
SLB leak rate from a postulated flaw below TTS-17 inches based on the analysis below. Based on the
D'Arcy Model for flow in an axial porous medium, if no value for loss coefficient is assumed, the
increase in predicted leakage from the tubesheet region would be lower than that determined by using a
factor of 2.5 and also than that provided in the IARC justification.
For example, assume that both the loss coefficient and the length of porous medium surrounding a tube
above a postulated crack are constant during both normal operating (NOP) and steam line break (SLB)
conditions. The crevice below the neutral axis of the tubesheet will be tighter during accident conditions
even if no credit is taken for thermal lockup between the tube and the tubesheet due to increased pressure
differential across the tube. If the pressure differential across the tube at SLB conditions is discounted,
the resulting condition is still an increase in-contact pressure due to structural deflections and rotations.
Thus, there is no basis to assume a lower loss coefficient at SLB condition than at NOP condition.
Further, the viscosity during a SLB accident would be higher, due to the reduced temperatures in the
crevice. Therefore, the assumption of a constant value for loss coefficient is, in fact, the worst case, and
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is reasonable and conservative for the IARC because the flow resistance is expected to increase during a
postulated SLB event below 17 inches from the top of the tubesheet.
Following the assumptions described in Question 13 (above), the D'Arcy Model becomes:
0_ Ap
R
R = /Xl
KNOP = KSLB

=K

lNOP

17 in = I

= ISL8 =

This assumption forces the estimated increase in leakage to be a factor based on the ratio of differential
pressures and the ratio of the applicable viscosities only. For the Wolf Creek steam generators, the
viscosity of the fluid during NOP conditions is approximately 1.75x10-6 lbf-sec/in2 and during SLB is
approximately 2.66x10"6 lbf-sec/in 2. The pressure differential (Ap = PPRI - PsEc) for Wolf Creek during
NOP is 1443 psig and the pressure differential during SLB is 2560 psig. Substitution of these values into
the D'Arcy Model gives,

Qs'LB

2560

=

2.66e - 6(K/)

= 9.624e8 / K1

QNOP =

1443
1443
1.75e
-6(Kl) = 8.245e8 / KI

QSLB

9.624e8 K1

9.624e8 1

8.245e8 Ki

8.245e8 1

QNOP

...

9.624e8

.
. 1.167
8.245e8

Using the D'Arcy Model to calculate the estimated increase in leakage during SLB yields a result of
approximately 1.17. This is less than the conservative ratios which range from 2 to 6 as reported in the
IARC description and the 2.5 factor proposed by the NRC staff.
For integrity assessments, the ratio of 2.5 will be used in the completion of both the condition monitoring
(CM) and operational assessment (OA) upon implementation of the IARC. For example, for the CM
assessment, the component of leakage from the lower 4 inches for the most limiting steam generator
during the prior cycle of operation will be multiplied by a factor of 2.5 and added to the total leakage
from any other source and compared to the allowable accident analysis leakage assumption. For the OA,
the difference in leakage from the allowable limit during the limiting design basis accident minus the
leakage from the other sources will be divided by 2.5 and compared to the observed leakage. An
administrative limit will be established to not exceed the calculated value.
It is not planned to modify the existing IARC report, but, as noted above, a constant multiplier of 2.5 will
be used in CM and OA evaluations to calculate SLB leakage from the lower 4 inches.
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14. The mathematicalconstant iKhas been omittedfrom the first term of the equation near the top of
page 8 and the equationat the bottom of page 8. It is not clear if this is a typographicalerror,or
if r has been purposefully omitted. If the omission is intentional,please explain.
Response:
Two typographical errors have been identified in the left hand side of the equations for force balance for
the partial circumferential flaw in the steam generator tube wall and the partially circumferential, throughwall flaw in the steam generator tube wall on Page 8 of LTR-CDME-08-11 P-Attachment. A factor of 1t
was omitted in each equation in the report but not in the actual calculations. The calculation results are
not affected by the typographical errors.
15. The last termn of the equation at the bottom of page 8 includes the parenthetical (ro2+ri ). The
staff believes that this should be (r•2 -r.2). It is not clear if this is a typographical error,or if the
radii are intentionally being summed. If intentional,please explain why the squared radiishould
be summeld and not subtracted.
Response:
Westinghouse agrees that the plus sign (+) should indeed be a minus sign (-). The error is typographical
and did not affect the calculations. The last term in the force balance equation for the partially
circumferential, through-wall flaw in the steam generator tube contains a Yx (1/2) x (r,2 + ri-) x AO term
on the right hand side of the equation. That should read ca x (1/2) x (ro2 - ri) x A8.
16. Explain why it is necessary to subtract Af (area of the flaw) from S.A. (surface area of the
frustum) in the first term of the force balance on page 10. (The staff believes that this term
should be deleted.)
Response:
The area of the flaw must be subtracted from the surface area of the frustum when calculating the force
balance because that area is no longer contiguous and cannot react to the applied stress. In other words,
the flaw area is no longer available to the principal stress, but, is instead loaded by the internal pressure.
17. Explain the use of the mathematical constant Pi (internalpressure) rather than P (3AP or 4800
psi) on the equations on pages 8 and 10. The explanation on page 11 is not sufficient and
appearsto the staff to be incorrect.
Response:
It remains Westinghouse's position that it is conservative and correct to use an internal pressure of 2250
psi on the crack flank to calculate an acceptable remaining ligament for crack-like indications that may be
present in the tube and weld. However, at the NRC staff's request, the allowable ligament sizes for the
tube and the weld were recalculated assuming a 4800 psi differential pressure on the crack flank. The
revised values for remaining ligament for the tube and the weld are [
]ic•e (including an
adjustment for growth) respectively.
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For completeness, a summary of the Westinghouse position on the justification for the use of an internal
pressure of 2250 psi is provided below.
A SG tube is a thick-wall cylinder. This is consistent with the ASME Code stress analysis of the steam
generator tubing. Roark (Reference 8) defines a thin-wall cylinder as a cylinder with an inside radius to
thickness ratio (R/t) greater than 10. For the Model F tube, R/t = 8.8, therefore, the tube is considered a
thick-wall cylinder.
Reference 9 provides the equation of axial stress in the thick wall cylinder as:

2
paa
- p 2b 2

b 2 -a

P

2

2

b - a2

Where P is an active external load (for this case = 0)
p, is the internal pressure
P2

is the external pressure

a is the inside radius
b is the outside radius
P
The:second term in the equation,

2

, goes to zero because the applied external load in this case

-a
7

is zero.
The equation is conservatively simplified by assuming the p2b-2 term is negligible. Making this
assumption conservative since retaining the term would reduce the axial calculated stress 9o,,.
The equation is reduced to let p1 equal the pressure differential Ap. This is consistent with the equation in
example 11.2 of Reference 9. This equation, and the following limitations, are echoed in Roark
(Reference 8) Table 13.5, Case L.b. The final equation for the calculation of stress due to the end cap
load becomes

o- Z =b 2 _a2 2

Calculation of the end cap load using this form of the equation is inherently conservative.
The limitation of the equation for axial stress in the thick-wall cylinder due to end cap load, and for the
stress equations in the cylinder, is that the section of interest is far removed from the end caps (Reference
9). Consequently, the stress in the degraded section of the cylinder is increased by the reduced wall, but
the end cap load remains constant. Calculating the end cap load for the thick-wall cylinder using the
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degraded wall thickness is equivalent to assuming that the wall thickness for the entire tube is the same as
for the degraded local section.
It is the Westinghouse position that the load on the crack flank should be calculated separately from the
end cap load. This is based on the fact that the end cap load already takes into account any variation in
the cross section of the tube.
The underlying assumption for the _ARC is that all circumferential cracks detected are 100% through wall
over the entire indicated length. The Westinghouse crevice pressure test data (Reference 10) shows that
the pressure in the crevice external to the tube in the immediate area of the penetration is the same as the
internal pressure; therefore, there is no differential pressure at that location and 3Ap equals zero. The
existing analysis conservatively applies the entire primary side pressure to the crack face. There is no
operating condition that justifies using triple the primary pressure differential on the crack face and the
required safety by the ASME Code for this situation (classification as secondary stress) would imply a
safety factor of 1.0 on any primary side pressure.
Finally, the stresses calculated on the degraded section are compared to the flow stress which is very
conservative for this situation. The condition of interest is one of pure axial separation under the
assumption of the IARC, i.e., no axial friction forces between the tube and the tubesheet, but the tubesheet
is present in close contact to prevent bending forces. For pure axial separation, it is appropriate to use the
ultimate strength of the material, since no bending can occur and burst is not possible due to the constraint
provided by the tubesheet.
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Westinghouse Electric Company LLC, LTR-CAW-08-2395, "Application for Withholding
Proprietary Information from Public Disclosure"

Westinghouse Electric Company
Nuclear Services
P.O. Box 355
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 1 5230-0355
USA

* Westinghouse
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Direct tel: (412) 374-4643
Directfax: (412) 374-4011
e-mail: greshaja@westinghouse.com

Our ref: CAW-08-2395

March 18, 2008

APPLICATION FOR WITHHOLDING PROPRIETARY
INFORMATION FROM PUBLIC DISCLOSURE
Subject: LTR-CDME-08-43 P-Attachment, "Response to NRC Request for Additional Information
Relating to LTR-CDME-08-1 I P-Attachment," dated March 18, 2008 (Proprietary)

The proprietary information for which withholding is being requested in the above-referenced report is
further identified in Affidavit CAW-08-2395 signed by the owner of the proprietary information,
Westinghouse Electric Company LLC. The affidavit, which accompanies this letter, sets forth the basis
on which the information may be withheld from public disclosure by the Commission and addresses with
specificity the considerations listed in paragraph (b)(4) of 10 CFR Section 2.390 of the Commission's
regulations.
Accordingly, this letter authorizes the utilization of the accompanying affidavit by Wolf Creek Nuclear
Operating Corporation (WCNOC).
Correspondence with respect to the proprietary aspects of the application for withholding or the
Westinghouse affidavit should reference this letter, CAW-08-2395, and should be addressed to
J. A. Gresham, Manager, Regulatory Compliance and Plant Licensing, Westinghouse Electric Company
LLC, P.O. Box 355, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230-0355.
Very truly yours,

/ J. A. Gresham, Manager
Regulatory Compliance and Plant Licensing
Enclosures
cc: Jon Thompson (NRC O-7E]A)
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bcc:

J. A. Gresham (ECE 4-7A) IL
R. Bastien, IL (Nivelles, Belgium)
C. Brinkman, 1L (Westinghouse Electric Co.. 12300 Twinbrook Parkway. Suite
RCPL Administrative Aide (ECE 4-7A) IL (letter and affidavit only)
G. W. Whiteman, Waltz Mill
H. 0. Lagally, Waltz Mill
C. D. Cassino, Waltz MiII
J. T. Kandra, Waltz Mill
P. J. McDonough, EC 561 C

330. Rockville. MD 20852)
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AFFIDAVIT

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA:

ss

COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY:

Before me, the undersigned authority, personally appeared J. A. Gresharn, who, being by me duly
sworn according to law, deposes and says that he is authorized to execute this Affidavit on behalf of
Westinghouse Electric Company LLC (Westinghouse), and that the averments of fact set forth in this
Affidavit are true and correct to the best of his knowledge, information, and belief:

:j A. Gresham, Manager

Regulatory Compliance and Plant Licensing

Sworn to and subscribed before me
this 18"1 day of March 2008

Notary Public
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
Notarial Seal
Sharon L.Madde, Notary Public

Monroeville Boro, Alegheny County
My Commission Expires Jan. 29,2011
Member, Pennsylvania Association of Notaries
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(1)

CAW-08-2395

1 am Manager, Regulatory Compliance and Plant Licensing, in Nuclear Services, Westinghouse
Electric Company LLC (Westinghouse), and as such, I have been specifically delegated the
function of reviewing the proprietary information sought to be withheld from public disclosure in
connection with nuclear power plant licensing and rule makin.g proceedings, and am authorized to
apply for its withholding on behalf of Westinghouse.

(2)

1 am making this Affidavit in conformance with the provisions of 10 CFR Section 2.390 of the
Commission's regulations and in conjunction with the Westinghouse "Application for
Withholding" accompanying this Affidavit.

(3)

1 have personal knowledge of the criteria and procedures utilized by Westinghouse in designating
information as a trade secret, privileged or as confidential conmmercial or financial information.

(4)

Pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (b)(4) of Section 2.390 of the Commission's regulations,
the following is furnished for consideration by the Commission in determining whether the
information sought to be withheld from public disclosure should be withheld.

(i)

The information sought to be withheld from public disclosure is owned and has been held
in confidence by Westinghouse.

(ii)

The information is of a type customarily held in confidence by Westinghouse and not
customarily disclosed to the public. Westinghouse has a rational basis for determining
the types of information customarily held in confidence by it and, in that connection,
utilizes a system to determine when and whether to hold certain types of information in
confidence. The application of that system and the substance of that system constitute
Westinghouse policy and provide the rational basis required.

Under that system, information is held in confidence if it falls in one or more of several
types, the release of which might result in the loss of an existing or potential competitive
advantage, as follows:

(a)

The information reveals the distinguishing aspects of a process (or component,
structure, tool, method. etc.) where prevention of its use by any of
Westinghouse's competitors without license from Westinghouse constitutes a
competitive economic advantage over other companies.
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It consists of supporting data, including test data, relative to a process (or
component, structure, tool, method, etc.), the application of which data secures a
competitive economic advantage, e.g., by optimization or improved
marketability.

(c)

Its use by a competitor would reduce his expenditure of resources or improve his
competitive position in the design, manufacture, shipment, installation, assurance
of quality, or licensing a similar product.

(d)

It reveals cost or price information, production capacities, budget levels, or
commercial strategies of Westinghouse, its customers or suppliers.

(e)

It reveals aspects of past, present, or future Westinghouse or customer funded
development plans and programs of potential commercial value to Westinghouse.

(f)

It contains patentable ideas, for which patent protection may be desirable.

There are sound policy reasons behind the Westinghouse system which include the
following:

(a)

The use of such information by Westinghouse gives Westinghouse a competitive
advantage over its competitors. It is, therefore, withheld from disclosure to
protect the Westinghouse competitive position.

(b)

It is information that is marketable in many ways. The extent to which such
information is available to competitors diminishes the Westinghouse ability to
sell products and services involving the use of the information.

(c)

Use by our competitor would put Westinghouse at a competitive disadvantage by
reducing his expenditure of resources at our expense.

(d)

Each component of proprietary information pertinent to a particular competitive
advantage is potentially as valuable as the total competitive advantage. If
competitors acquire components of proprietary information, any one component
may be the key to the entire puzzle, thereby depriving Westinghouse ofra
competitive advantage.
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(e)
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Unrestricted disclosure would jeopardize the position of prominence of
Westinghouse in the world market, and thereby give a market advantage to the
competition of those countries.

(f)

The Westinghouse capacity to invest corporate assets in research and
development depends upon the success in obtaining and maintaining a
competitive advantage.

(iii)

The information is being transmitted to the Commission in confidence and, under the
provisions of 10 CFR Section 2.390, it is to be received in confidence by the
Commission.

(iv)

The information sought to be protected is not available in public sources or available
information has not been previously employed in the same original manner or method to
the best of our knowledge and belief.

(v)

The proprietary information sought to be withheld in this submittal is that which is
appropriately marked in LTR-CDME-08-43 P-Attachment, "Response to NRC Request
for Additional Information (RAI) Relating to LTR-CDME-08-11 P-Attachment," dated
March 18, 2008 (Proprietary), for submittal to the Commission, being transmitted by
Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation (WCNOC) Application for Withholding
Proprietary Information from Public Disclosure to the Document Control Desk. The
proprietary information as submitted for use by Westinghouse for the Wolf Creek
Generating Station is expected to be applicable to other licensee submittals in support of
implementing an interim alternate repair criterion (IARC) that requires a full-length
inspection of the tubes within the tubesheet but does not require plugging tubes with a
certain arc length of circumfercntial cracking below 17 inches from the top of the
tubesheet.

This information is part of that which will enable Westinghouse to:

(a) Provide documentation of the analyses, methods, and testing for the implementation
of an interim alternate repair criterion for the portion if the tubes within the tubesheet
of the Wolf Creek Generating Station steam generators.
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(b) Assist the customer in obtaining NRC approval of the Technical Specification
changes associated with the interim alternate repair criterion.

Further this information has substantial commercial value as follows:

(a)

Westinghouse plans to sell the use of similar information to its customers for the
purposes of meeting NRC requirements for licensing documentation.

(b)

Westinghouse can sell support and defense of the technology to its customers in
the licensing process.

Public disclosure of this proprietary information is likely to cause substantial harm to the
competitive position of Westinghouse because it would enhance the ability of
competitors to provide similar calculation, evaluation and licensing defense services for
commercial power reactors without commensurate expenses. Also, public disclosure of
the information would enable others to use the information to meet NRC requirements for
licensing documentation without purchasing the right to use the information.

The development of the technology described in part by the information is the result of
applying the results of many years of experience in an intensive Westinghouse effort and
the expenditure of a considerable sum of money.

In order for competitors of Westinghouse to duplicate this information, similar technical
programs would have to be performed and a significant manpower effort, having the
requisite talent and experience, would have to be expended.

Further the deponent sayeth not.

PROPRIETARY INFORMATION NOTICE

Transmitted herewith are proprietary and/or non-proprietary versions of documents furnished to the NRC
in connection with requests for generic and/or plant-specific review and approval.
In order to conform to the requirements of 10 CFR 2.390 of the Commission's regulations concerning the
protection of proprietary information so submitted to the NRC, the information which is proprietary in the
proprietary versions is contained within brackets, and where the proprietary information has been deleted
in the non-proprietary versions, only the brackets remain (the information that was contained within the
brackets in the proprietary versions having been deleted). The justification for claiming the information
so designated as proprietary is indicated in both versions by means of lower case letters (a) through (f)
located as a superscript immediately following the brackets enclosing each item of information being
identified as proprietary or in the margin opposite such information. These lower case letters refer to the
types of information Westinghouse customarily holds in confidence identified in Sections (4)(ii)(a)
through (4)(ii)(f) of the affidavit accompanying this transmittal pursuant to 10 CFR 2.390(b)(1).

COPYRIGHT NOTICE

The reports transmitted herewith each bear a Westinghouse copyright notice. The NRC is pennitted to
make the number of copies of the information contained in these reports which are necessary for its
internal use in connection with generic and plant-specific reviews and approvals as well as the issuance,
denial, amendment, transfer, renewal, modification, suspension, revocation, or violation of a license,
permit, order, or regulation subject to the requirements of 10 CFR 2.390 regarding restrictions on public
disclosure to the extent such information has been identified as proprietary by Westinghouse, copyright
protection notwithstanding. With respect to the non-proprietary versions of these reports, the NRC is
permitted to make the number of copies beyond those necessary for its internal use which are necessary in
order to have one copy available for public viewing in the appropriate docket files in the public document
room in Washington, DC and in local public document rooms as may be required by NRC regulations if
the number of copies submitted is insufficient for this purpose. Copies made by the NRC must include
the copyright notice in all instances and the proprietary notice if the original was identified as proprietary.

