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ORDER
(Canceling Oral Argument on WestCAN’s Contentions)

In an Order dated March 7, 2008, the Board scheduled oral argument on the

admissibility of the contentions submitted by Westchester Citizen’s Awareness Network,

Rockland County Conservation Association, Public Health and Sustainable Energy, Sierra Club

- Atlantic Chapter, and Assemblyman Richard Brodsky (collectively “WestCAN”).  Pursuant to

that Order, oral argument was to be heard on April 1, 2008, at the ASLBP Hearing Room in

Rockville, Maryland, beginning at 10:00 am.  We are now canceling that proceeding.

As stated in that Order, and in our earlier Scheduling Order dated February 29, 2008, it

was not our intent at the oral argument to entertain presentations on the contentions presented. 

Rather, it was the Board’s intent to direct questions to the attorneys representing WestCAN, the

NRC Staff, and Entergy, as we deemed appropriate, in order to clarify our understanding of

WestCAN’s contentions, and the NRC Staff’s and the Applicant’s responses thereto.  Expressly,

it was not our intent to entertain general presentations regarding contentions which had already

been adequately explained in the pleadings and which we believed were understood by the
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1  The Board expressly stated in our Orders of February 29th and March 7th that we were
scheduling a proceeding at which litigants would answer questions from the Board based on the
pleadings and exhibits that had previously been submitted and that the litigants would not be
given an opportunity to supplement the already voluminous record in conjunction with the oral
argument.

2  Copies of this Order were sent this date by Internet e-mail to: (1) Counsel for
WestCAN, RCCA, PHASE, the Sierra Club - Atlantic Chapter; and Richard Brodsky; (2) Counsel
for the NRC Staff; (3) Counsel for Entergy; (4) Counsel for the State of New York; (5) Counsel
for the State of Connecticut; (6) Counsel for Riverkeeper, Inc.; (7) Nancy Burton, the
Representative of CRORIP; (8) Manna Jo Green, the Representative for Clearwater; (9)
Counsel for Westchester County; and (10) Counsel for the Town of Cortlandt.

Board.  The proceeding was intended only as an opportunity for the Board to question, and the

attorneys to explain, that which has previously been submitted.1 

Based on the pleadings submitted, and the insights into the relevant issues in this

proceeding gained by the Board during the oral arguments that were presented in White Plains,

New York, on March 10-12, 2008, the Board has concluded that its understanding of the issues

presented by WestCAN’s contentions is adequate to enable us to properly rule on their

admissibility and would not be materially assisted by oral argument.  Accordingly, the additional

oral argument scheduled for April 1, 2008, has been canceled.

If, during the process of drafting its decision on the admissibility of WestCAN’s

contentions, the Board determines that clarification of any issue is necessary, we will schedule

additional oral argument at that time.

It is so ORDERED.

FOR THE ATOMIC SAFETY
  AND LICENSING BOARD2

 /RA/                                                          
Lawrence G. McDade, Chairman 
ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE

Rockville, MD
March 25, 2008
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[Original signed by Evangeline S. Ngbea]   
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Dated at Rockville, Maryland
this 25th day of March 2008
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