April 1, 2008

Mr. Anthony R. Pietrangelo

Vice President, Regulatory Affairs
Nuclear Energy Institute

1776 | Street, NW., Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Dear Mr. Pietrangelo:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), | am responding to your

March 3, 2008, letter from the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) concerning the NEI position on the
draft license renewal interim staff guidance (LR-ISG) which addresses the inclusion of
equipment relied upon to meet the requirements of the Station Blackout (SBO) Rule (Title 10,
Section 50.63, “Loss of all alternating current power,” of the Code of Federal Regulations

(10 CFR 50 63)) within the scope of license renewal.

The NEI letter was based upon an earlier draft of LR-ISG. This draft of LR-ISG has been
rewritten to clarify that “The SBO recovery path scoping boundary ends at the line side of the
switchyard breaker(s) at transmission system voltage” (LR-ISG-2008-01, Rationale section,
13" paragraph). This position, as clarified, does not represent a change from the prior position
the staff developed, with industry input, during the initial implementation of the license renewal
Rule.

During the review of several license renewal applications, the NRC staff determined that some
applicants had not identified all structures, systems, and components (SSCs) required to be
included within the scope of license renewal in accordance with the requirements of

10 CFR 54.4(a)(3) for SBO. The NRC guidance for the staff's review of this area is provided in
NUREG-1800, Revision 1, “Standard Review Plan for Review of License Renewal Applications
for Nuclear Power Plants,” issued September 2005 (SRP-LR).

Subsequent to the staff’s identification of this issue, NRC management and staff met with NEI
and industry representatives at several public meetings to discuss this issue and to clarify the
staff’s position contained in the SRP-LR. As a result of these discussions, the NRC staff
identified the need to issue a clarification to LR-ISG that would provide additional details for
license renewal scoping for SBO SSCs.

On March 5, 2008, the NRC staff issued the proposed LR-ISG for public comment and sent a
letter to Mr. James H. Riley of NEI requesting comments on the proposed LR-ISG. The
opportunity for public comment was also noticed in the Federal Register (FR) on

March 12, 2008 (73 FR 13258). | encourage NEI and industry representatives to submit
comments on the proposed LR-ISG through the formal process as described in the Federal
Register notice (the final date for comments is May 12, 2008). At the end of the comment
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period, the NRC staff will review and disposition the comments. If you have any questions
regarding this matter, please contact Ms. Stacie Sakai, by telephone at 301-415-1884 or by
e-mail at sxs11@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,
IRA/

J. E. Dyer, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: attached list
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Nuclear Energy Institute
Project No. 690
cc:

Mr. James H. Riley

Nuclear Energy Institute

1776 | Street, N.W., Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Ms. Christine S. Salembier, Commissioner
State Liaison Officer

Department of Public Service

112 State Street, Drawer 20

Montipelier, VT 05620-2601

Ms. Julie Keys

Nuclear Energy Institute

1776 | Street, N.W., Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Mr. Frederick W. Polaski
Manager License Renewal
Exelon Corporation

200 Exelon Way

Kennett Square, PA 19348

Mr. Clifford I. Custer

Project Manager, License Renewal
FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company
P.O. Box 4

Route 168 (Mail Stop SIM-2)
Shippingport, PA 15077

Mr. Paul Gunter, Director

Reactor Watchdog Project

Nuclear Information & Resource Service
6930 Carroll Avenue, Suite 340
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Mr. Hugh Jackson

Public Citizen's Critical Mass Energy &
Environment Program

215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20003

Mr. Chalmer Myer

40 Inverness Center Parkway
Post Office Box 1295
Birmingham, AL 35201

Ms. Mary Olson

Nuclear Information & Resource Service
Southeast Office

P.O. Box 7586

Asheville, NC 28802

Mr. Garry G. Young

Manager, License Renewal Services
1448 SR 333, N-GSB-45
Russellville, AR 72802

Ms. Lorrie Bell, Project Manager

Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation
P.O. Box 411

Burlington, KS 66839

Mr. Roger Stewart

Progress Energy Carolinas, Inc.
3581 West Entrance Road
RNP A9

Hartsville, SC 29550

Mr. Michael H. Crowthers, Supervisor
Nuclear Regulatory Affairs

PPL Susquehanna, LLC

Two North Ninth Street (GENPL4)
Allentown, PA 18101-1179

Mr. Michael A. Balduzzi

Sr. Vice President & COO
Regional Operations, NE
Entergy Nuclear Operations
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY 10601
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