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SUBJECT: INSPECTION 03001247/2008001, BRIDGEPORT HOSPITAL, BRIDGEPORT,
CONNECTICUT SITE AND EXERCISE OF ENFORCEMENT DISCRETION

Dear Mr. Tatta:

This refers to the in-office inspection conducted by Dr. Sandra Gabriel on January 30-31, 2008,
with continued review through March 12, 2008.  The inspection was limited to evaluation of
compliance with the physical presence requirements of 10 CFR 35.615(f)(2) in your high dose
rate remote afterloader (HDR) program.  The findings of the inspection were discussed with
Dr. Wishko, your Radiation Safety Officer (RSO), on March 12, 2008.

We understand that you changed your procedures to allow an authorized user (AU) physician to
designate and train a non-AU physician to fulfill the physical presence requirement during HDR
treatments, following a discussion of HDR physical presence requirements with an NRC
inspector during an inspection on December 19, 2007.  However, the requirements of 
10 CFR 35.615(f)(2) for physical presence differ for the initiation and continuation of HDR
treatments.  Although 10 CFR 35.615(f)(2)(ii) allows a non-AU physician under the supervision
of an AU to fulfill the physical presence requirements during the continuation of an HDR
treatment, 10 CFR 35.615(f)(2)(i) allows only an AU physician to fulfill the physical presence
requirements during the initiation of an HDR treatment.  Dr. Wishko informed us that three
violations of 10 CFR 35.615(f)(2)(i) occurred on January 24 and 29, 2008.  In all occurrences, a
physician under the supervision of an AU, who had been trained in HDR emergency response,
was present during the initiation and continuation of the treatment.  There were no adverse
consequences to the patients as a result of the violations.  After identifying the violations, you
immediately changed your procedures to resume compliance with 10 CFR 35.615(f)(2)(i). 

The NRC has determined that the violations of 10 CFR 35.615(f)(2)(i) which occurred at your
facility would be classified at Severity Level IV, because a trained physician and an authorized
medical physicist were physically present at all times during the treatments and no adverse
consequence resulted from the absence of an AU physician at the initiation of the treatments. 
Since the violation is classified at Severity Level IV, and your actions were prompted by an
apparent misunderstanding of the requirements of 10 CFR 35.615(f)(2), caused, in part by an
NRC inspector, I have been authorized, after consultation with the Director, Office of
Enforcement, to exercise discretion in accordance with Section VII.B.6 of the Enforcement
Policy and not cite these violations.
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The NRC has concluded that information regarding the reason for the violations and the
corrective actions taken to prevent recurrence are already adequately addressed on the docket
in this letter and in the inspection record.  Therefore, you are not required to respond to this
letter. 

Current NRC regulations are included on the NRC’s website at www.nrc.gov ; select Nuclear
Materials; Medical, Academic, and Industrial Uses of Nuclear Material; then Regulations,
Guidance, and Communications Page.  The current Enforcement Policy is included on the
NRC’s website at www.nrc.gov ; select About NRC; Organization and Functions; Office of
Enforcement; About Enforcement; then Enforcement Policy.  You may also obtain these
documents by contacting the Government Printing Office (GPO) toll-free at 1-866-512-1800. 
The GPO is open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. EST, Monday through Friday (except Federal
holidays).

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter will be
made available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from
the NRC’s document system (ADAMS), accessible from the NRC Web site at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.

Please contact Dr. Gabriel at 610-337-5182 if you have any questions regarding this matter.  

Sincerely,

Original signed by John D. Kinneman

Brian E. Holian, Director
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

cc:
David Wishko, Ph.D., Radiation Safety Officer
State of Connecticut
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/RA/

Brian E. Holian, Director
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

cc:
David Wishko, Ph.D., Radiation Safety Officer
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