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July 30, 2008

Mr. Rick Libra

Exelon

Chairman, BWR Vessel and Internals Project
Electric Power Research Institute

3420 Hillview Avenue

Palo Alto, CA 94304-1395

SUBJECT:  SAFETY EVALUATION FOR ELECTRIC POWER RESEARCH INSTITUTE
BOILING WATER REACTOR (BWR) VESSEL AND INTERNALS PROJECT
(BWRVIP) TOPICAL REPORT (TR) “BWRVIP-139: BWR VESSEL AND
INTERNALS PROJECT, STEAM DRYER INSPECTION AND FLAW
EVALUATION GUIDELINES” (TAC NO. MC7334)

Dear Mr. Libra:

By letter dated May 11, 2005 (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System
(ADAMS) Accession No. ML051380174), the BWRVIP submitted TR “BWRVIP-139: BWR
Vessel and Internals Project, Steam Dryer Inspection and Flaw Evaluation Guidelines,” to the
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff for review. The purpose of the TR is to
provide utility engineers with guidelines in planning for comprehensive baseline visual
inspections of steam dryer assemblies. The TR provides guidelines for inspecting critical
locations in the steam dryer based on configurations and relative stresses due to operating
fluctuating loads to minimize the risk of loose parts.

By letter dated June 30, 2005 (ADAMS Accession No. ML051860129), the NRC staff provided
its acceptance review for TR BWRVIP-139. By letter dated September 28, 2005 (ADAMS
Accession No. ML052760159), the BWRVIP submitted to the NRC staff a errata to TR
BWRVIP-139 with revised Table 5.1. By letter dated April 13, 2006 (ADAMS Accession

No. ML061140069), the NRC staff sent a request for additional information (RAI) to the
BWRVIP. By letter dated August 9, 2007 (ADAMS Accession No. ML072250216), the BWRVIP
stated that the response to the RAI would be sent to the NRC staff by November 30, 2007. The
NRC staff received the response to the RAI by letter dated November 30, 2007 (ADAMS
Accession No. ML073381267). In addition, by letter dated April 23, 2008 (ADAMS Accession
No. ML081190085), the BWRVIP submitted supplemental information related to the NRC staff
RAL.
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The NRC staff reviewed, evaluated, and determined that the guidelines provided in TR
BWRVIP-139 are performing their intended function of aiding the inspection and detection of
flaws evaluation in the reactor vessel internals. The NRC staff finds that TR BWRVIP-139 is
acceptable for referencing in licensing documentation for General Electric-designed boiling
water reactors to the extent specified in this TR and in the enclosed SE. The SE defines the
basis for our acceptance of TR BWRVIP-139.

Our acceptance applies only to material provided in the TR BWRVIP-139. We do not intend to
repeat our review of the acceptable material described in the TR. When the TR appears as a
reference in licensing documentation, our review will ensure that the material presented applies
to the specific plant involved. Licensees will be expected to implement the provisions of
BWRVIP-139, as specified in the enclosed SE, as part of their BWRVIP program unless
deviations from the program are justified. Licensees shall identify such deviations to the NRC
staff in accordance with BWRVIP program requirements.

In accordance with the guidance provided on the NRC website, we request that the BWRVIP
publish accepted proprietary and non-proprietary versions of TR BWRVIP-139 within three
months of receipt of this letter. The accepted versions shall incorporate this letter and the
enclosed final SE after the title page. Also, they must contain historical review information,
including the NRC staff RAI and your response and supplement. The accepted versions shall
include an "-A" (designating accepted) following the BWRVIP report identification symbol.

If future changes to the NRC's regulatory requirements affect the acceptability of this BWRVIP
TR, the BWRVIP and/or licensees referencing it will be expected to revise the TR appropriately,
or justify its continued applicability for subsequent referencing.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Mark J. Maxin, Acting Deputy Director

Division of Policy and Rulemaking

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Project No. 704
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Integration Manager
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3420 Hillview Ave.

Palo Alto, CA 94304
rstark@epri.com
rpathani@epri.com
kwolfe@contractor.epri.com
Idsteine@contractor.epri.com

Bob Geier, Technical Chairman
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