
 
 

       Global Nuclear Fuel – Americas, LLC 
Castle Hayne Road, Wilmington, NC 28401 

 
          March 14, 2008 
 

 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Attn: Document Control Desk 
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 
 
Subject: NRC Special Investigation Team Exit Meeting 
 
References: 1) NRC License SNM-1097, Docket 70-1113  
  2) NRC/GNF-A Telecon, March 7, 2008 
  3) GNF-A Revised ISA Summary, January 30, 2008  
 
Global Nuclear Fuel – Americas, L.L.C.’s (GNF-A) facility in Wilmington, North Carolina, is 
sending this letter to provide additional information relative to two apparent Notices of Violation 
discussed during an NRC Special Investigation Team (SIT) telecom on March 7, 2008.  The 
apparent violations were identified during an NRC investigation conducted at our licensed fuel 
fabrication facility from January 30 thru February 4 and February 19 thru February 21, 2008  
 
During the March 7, 2008 NRC exit telecom, four apparent Notices of Violation were identified. 
GNF-A understands that apparent violations consist of a potential non-compliance with a 
regulatory requirement that has not yet been cited as a violation.  The first two findings 
discussed are consistent with our own internal investigation and conclusions.  The other two, 
summarized as a loss of double contingency and emergency alert declaration timeliness appear 
to be based on incomplete, inaccurate or subjective information.   
 
Regarding loss of double contingency during the January 30, 2008 event, our analyses clearly 
show multiple barriers were in-place during the event to prevent inadvertent criticality including 
the scenario of concern stated by the SIT that could have created a direct pathway for 
moderator to enter the cooling hopper.  While it is unclear what information NRC based the 
finding that double contingency was not maintained, our facility Integrated Safety Analysis (ISA) 
report (Reference 3) clearly documents more than two independent items relied on for safety for 
the affected systems in a loss of moderation scenario (Refer to ISA accident sequences 17.9, 
18.9 and 19.7).  During the event, one of these items was degraded, however, at all times at 
least two additional robust controls remained fully functional and double contingency was 
continuously maintained for a defense in-depth approach to criticality safety. 
 
Regarding alert declaration timeliness, the SIT does not appear to have the event characterized 
in the same manner as our site Emergency Organization characterized it with the facts and 
information available at the time.  It is important to note that at no time did any actual unsafe 
condition or actual condition warranting declaration of an alert condition exist.  The alert 
declaration was made as a conservative measure based on uncertainty in the information 
available at the time. 
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Furthermore, it should be noted that during this time, the affected systems were totally static, 
event conditions were not changing as a function of time (the process had been shutdown for 
more than 24 hours) and an earlier alert declaration would not have changed anything relative 
to the event outcome. Based on the situation as understood by us, it is unclear what 
information NRC based a finding that an alert should have been declared sooner. 

As we believe it is NRC's intent that its findings and observations are correctly characterized 
and based on accurate information, we are providing this additional information so that NRC's 
can make a fully informed decision relative to these potential Notices of Violation. 

We would be happy to meet with you and your staffs in person to discuss these matters in 
detail. Please contact me on (91 0) 675-5950 to set up a meeting or if you require additional 
information or clarification. 

Sincerely, 

S.P. Murray, w e r  
Licensing and Liabilities COE 

CC: SPM 08-01 7 

D. Jackson, NRC NMSS, Washington, DC 
C. Carpenter, NRC OE, Washington, DC 
Dr. W. Travers, NRC Region II, Atlanta, GA 
G. Kuzo, NRC Region II, Atlanta, GA 
D. Collins, NRC Region II, Atlanta, GA 
N. Baker, NRC NMSS, Washington, DC 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 450
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for compliance with 10CFR1, Appendix A.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




