March 12, 2008

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
ATOMIC SAFETY AND LICENSING BOARD
Before Administrative Judges:
Thomas S. Moore, Chairman
G. Paul Bollwerk, Il
E. Roy Hawkens

In the Matter of

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY Docket No. PAPO-00

(High-Level Waste Repository: ASLBP No. 04-829-01-PAPO
Pre-Pre-Application Matters, Advisory
PAPO Board)

RESPONSE
BY CHURCHILL, ESMERALDA, LANDER AND MINERAL COUNTIES
TO NOTICE AND MEMORANDUM
(Requesting Information from Potential Parties)

l. INTRODUCTION

On March 6, 2008, the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board served a NOTICE
AND MEMORANDUM (Requesting Information for Potential Parties) to obtain
information from potential parties concerning estimates of the number of initial
contentions they intends to file. Churchill, Esmeralda, Lander and Mineral Counties (the
Four Counties) are political subdivisions of the State of Nevada, and are designated by
the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 as Affected Units of Local Government (AULGS).
They are interested governmental participants and potential parties to the proceeding for
the licensing of the Yucca Mountain high level nuclear waste repository.

Il. CO-SPONSORSHIP OF CONTENTIONS

The Four Counties intend to petition to co-sponsor their contentions, and to
jointly designate the undersigned counsel as their representative who will have the

authority to act for the petitioners. It is possible that the Four Counties will also adopt



contentions proposed by other parties.

Il ESTIMATED NUMBER OF CONTENTIONS

The Four Counties’ current, best, good-faith estimate of the number of initial
contentions it intends to file is in the range of one-to-ten (1-10).

Iv. ESTIMATED NUMBER OF DAYS TO REPLY TO ANSWERS

The Four Counties’ current best, good-faith estimate of the number of days it
realistically will need to file replies to any answers to contentions is thirty (30) days.

V. CONCLUSION

The Four Counties appreciate the opportunity to provide their input to the Board

concerning the formulation of procedural standards.

Respectfully submitted,
Armstrong Teasdale LLP

Robert F. List
Senior Counsel
State Bar No. 1248

Dated at Las Vegas, Nevada
This 12the day of March, 2008
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Respectfully submitted,
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Robert F. List
Senior Counsel
State Bar No. 1248
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