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From: Ron Linton
To: Tom Hardgrove
Date: 02/22/2008 3:17:18 PM
Subject: COGEMA RAI's

Tom:
Updated list of RAI's that will likely be sent to you. You will notice they are shorter than the last list, and
I'm confident this draft list is closer to what you will actually receive with the letter. We also have been
informed by the WY SHPO that we should pursue Native American consultations because of the proximity
to the Pumpkin Buttes that have recently been identified as a traditional cultural property. I've contacted
Clint Crago of the Buffalo BLM office who supplied me.with a list of tribes (9) that have interests in the
Buttes. Letters are drafted and should go out next week. Since the COGEMA licensed boundary is
partially on BLM land, you may want to contact Mr. Crago to discuss your plans and future license renewal

.. plans. Apparently, BLM.has been pursuing MOA's with industries in the area of the Buttes to try to reduce
impacts. His contact information:

Clint Crago
Archaeologist
BLM-Buffalo Field Office
1425 Fort St.
Buffalo, Wyoming 82834
307-684-1118
clint crago~cblm.gov

Inching forward...
Ron
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Requests for Additional Information Regarding COGEMA 2008 EA for Amendment
to Restart

1. Provide information on any new outside activities taking place near the Christensen
Ranch facility that are likely to have environmental impacts similar in significance to the
proposed action or cause added stress on shared resources.

There are other mining and extractive industries that are active near the Christensen
Ranch facility, such as other uranium mining and milling companies as well as coal bed
methane. There may be other activities of which the NRC is not aware. COGEMA
should provide a description any such activities in order to facilitate an NRC evaluation
of the cumulative effects of the proposed action on the environment.

2. Provide information on changes to local transportation that are likely to occur due to a
transition from decommissioning status to operating status.

COGEMA should provide a discussion of any likely changes to traffic expected with a
return to operating status along with an estimate of the duration and extent of these
changes. Activities that may occur with a return to operating status and have an effect
on traffic might include the transportation of materials and an increase in traffic due to an
increase in personnel. Available details about any important newly developed. roadways,
proposed roadways, or changes in traffic patterns due to outside developments should
also be provided.

3. Provide information on changes in population demographics in the-surrounding
communities from those evaluated in the 1998 EA along with expected changes in
demographics that are likely to occur due to a transition from decommissioning status to
operating status.

COGEMA should provide a description of any changes in the demographics of the local
area since the 1998 EA-to facilitate an-NRC evaluation of the potential socio-economic
impacts of the proposed action. COGEMA should also provide information regarding
any expected changes in demographics that may be caused by an increase in personnel
at the sitewith the restart activities. Accompanying this information should be a
description of any stressed resources, such as housing or school systems that may be
impacted by these personnel increases.

4. Provide a discussion of any changes in noise levels caused by activities at the
Christensen Ranch'site that are likely to occur due to a transition from decommissioning
status to operating status.

Using current noise levels as a baseline, COGEMA should provide a description of any
predicted changes in noise levels that may occur due to the various activities expected
with the proposed action. COGEMA should also identify any changes in potential noise
receptors in order to facilitate an NRC evaluation of the significance of noise impacts.

5. Provide a discussion of the changes in visual and scenic quality ofthe Christensen
Ranch site that are likely to occur due to a transition from. decommissioning status to
operating status.



Using current visual and scenic quality as a baseline, COGEMA should provide a
description of any predicted changes in the visual and scenic quality of theChristensen
Ranch site that may occur due to any planned ground disturbance, construction, or
operation activities that may occur with a restart in order to facilitate an NRC analysis of
the potential impacts of these changes.

6. Provide information on logistical activities that are likely to occur due to a transition
from decommissioning status to operating status.

There may be some logistical activities, such as minor construction and development of
infrastructure for production and personnel increases that will be necessary to return the
Christensen Ranch site to operating status. COGEMA should provide a description of
these activities to facilitate an NRC evaluation of their potential environmental impacts
as they are a part of the proposed action.


