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Dear Sir: '

The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Regron 4 rev1ewed the Draft
Generic Supplementai Environmental Impact Statement (DGSEIS), pursuant to Section-309 of. -
the Clean Air-Act and Section 102 (2)(C) of the Nat'onal anrrenmental Pohc‘y Act (NEPA)
The purpose of thls letter is to prov1de the Nuclear Regulatory om:mssron (NRC) w,th EL A’s

existing assets’ ‘The fac1hty uses: two intakés to w1tharaw witer, from the Hams T{eser Voir and the
auxiliary reservoir for plant cooling, and dlscharges wastewater via out‘alls to this reservoir and
to a sewage treatment plant - : : R
Based on EPA’s review of the DGSEIS the project rer“erved an “EC 1” ratmg,l mearung
_that- env1r0nmental concerns exist. Specrﬁcallv, protecting the env1ronrnent involves the. ::
A_cont1nu1ng need for appropnate stora‘ eana ult1mate drsposmon of rad'oact' ve~~wastes generated o

, 'specres from- surface water w1thdrawals and 1scharges and comphance wrth the NPDES Permrt SR
- Potential impacts reslting from watér withdrawals during drought conditions are also’ a. concern, .
and should be addressed in the-Final'Géneric:Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement..
(FGSEIS). We note that the North Carolina Drought Management Advisory Councrl currently
hsts Wake County and surroundmg countles as D4 Exceptlonal Drought areas.

authonzes the’:dlscharge of pollutants from*certamafacﬂrrles't -
Adm1n1strat10n of the NPDES permit program in North Carolma is delegated by EPA to the

North €drotina. Department of- Env1ronment and Natural Resources (NCDENR) “The. Shearon :
H'arrlS*“Nuclear Plant has* an" E 3ETh -N?DES Pernnt-l1nuts
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specific pollutant discharges from the plant, requires monitoring of discharges, and regulates the
flow and thermal impacts of discharges. The NPDES permittee has operated and is operating in
compliance with the NPDES permit requirements.

The DGSEIS acknowledges that continuing radiological monitoring of all plant effluents
and appropriate storage of spent fuel assemblies and radioactive wastes on-site are required for
this project. Appropriate storage of spent fuel assemblies and radioactive wastes on-site is
required, in order to prevent impacts.

In the Waste Confidence Rule (10 CFR 51.23), the Commission generically determined
that the spent fuel generated by any reactor can be safely stored onsite for at least 30 years
beyond the licensed operating life of the reactor. Ultimately, long-term radioactive waste
disposition will require transportation of wastes to a permitted repository site. We note the
information in the DGSEIS regarding the expected availability of Yucca Mountain as a
geological repository for spent nuclear fuel and high-level waste.

In conclusion, the DGSEIS is clearly written and provides useful information for
assessment of the proposal to renew the OL for Unit 1. Thank you for the opportunity to
comment on this document. We look forward to reviewing the FGSEIS. If we can be of further
assistance, please contact Ramona McConney of my staff at (404) 562-9615.

Sincerely,

e

Heinz J. Mueller, Chief
NEPA Program Office



