
March 14, 2008 
 
 
Claudia A. Lewis-Eng 
Veneble LLP 
575 7th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20004 
 
Dear Ms. Lewis-Eng: 
 
This letter is responding to your letter of February 15, 2008, requesting clarification on a 
question concerning importation of irradiated gemstones. 
 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) regulations in 10 CFR 30.14 and 30.70 contain the 
requirements for possession, by members of the public, of products containing byproduct 
material, while 10 CFR 32.11 and 32.12 delineate the requirements for the manufacture of these 
products that are distributed to the public.  These regulations are generic in nature, and do not 
specifically address, but apply to, irradiated gemstones. 
 
In your letter you asked whether finished jewelry would need to be re-imported to an exempt 
distribution licensed party if the loose gemstones were previously imported, tested, and 
released by an exempt distribution licensed party. 
 
Once irradiated gemstones are released by an exempt distribution licensee authorized to 
distribute gemstones, the gemstones need no further regulatory control.  In your scenario, once 
the gemstones are released by an NRC exempt distribution licensee, they can be exported to 
be set into jewelry, and that jewelry does not require importation by an exempt distribution 
licensee.  However, the importer of this finished jewelry should have confidence, and establish, 
that the irradiated gemstones in the jewelry have been previously released under an exempt 
distribution license. 
 
I hope this information addresses your question posed in your letter.  If you have any other 
questions, you may contact me at (301) 415-7833, or email me at jxd1@nrc.gov . 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
  /RA/  
 Joseph E. DeCicco 
 State Agreements  
  and Industrial Safety Branch 
 
  
Distribution:  
DMSSA r/f 
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