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AFFIDAVIT

.1, Winona LaDuke, hereby state as follows:

1. I am the Executive Director of Honor the Earth, a nonprofit indigenous
organization (www.HonorEarth.org). Honor the Earth's mission "is to create awareness
and support ... for the survival of sustainable Native communities" and uses the arts,
music, the media "and indigenous wisdom to ask people to recognize our joint
dependency on the Earth and be a voice for those not heard."

2. I make this affidavit in support of Thomas K. Cook, Debra White Plume, Owe
Aku, and Slim Buttes Agricultural Development Corporation, the indigenous petitioners
in the above-referenced proceeding.

3. Honor the Earth works specifically to establish "energy justice" since Native
people have borne the brunt of America's past energy policy.

4. 1 am familiar with this case and have read the excerpted pages of the Hearing
Transcript from the January 16., 2008 Hearing in Chadron, Nebraska, which mentions the
cultural and spiritual value. of water as an issue in the proceeding.

5. Honor the Earth is committed to articulating Native issues to reach a non-
Native public. No Native issue is more widely misunderstood by non-Native people than
the interconnectedness of sustainable Native culture and the Earth's natural resources,
particularly the land and water.

6. Native cultures have always recognized a spiritual relationship and
dependency on the land and water resources. This is the reason that most treaties with



Native nations, particularly the Treaties of 1851 and 1868, specifically mention land and
water.

7. The Native people who negotiated these Treaties sought protection for the
water and land because of the interconnectedness between human life as they understood
it, andtheir descendants still understand it, and the living water and living land of Mother
Earth.

8. In addition to providing daily sustenance, water has always played an integral
part in Native, specifically Lakota, Dakota and Nakota, spiritual life. Water is used as a
vehicle for prayer and a conduit with the Divine.

9. The water that is used for such sacred purposes is the natural water of Mother
Earth, not water that has been subjected to industrial processes, even if that water is then
returned to a natural .aquifer.

10. When the Native peoples who negotiated the Treaty sought protection for
their water, they were seeking absolute sovereignty over their sacred resources, not the
opportunity to use the purportedly rehabilitated effluent cast off from an industrial mining
process they could not possibly have conceived at the time.

11. Honor the Earth believes it is time for a new energy policy that is not built 'on
the continued suffering of Native peoples and their communities who can rarely wield
sufficient political power to successfully protect their interests. Honor, the Earth believes
that if the Crow Butte uranium deposit were located twenty miles from the border of a
major American city then a mine would never even be considered.

This Affidavit is submitted in accordance with 10 C.F.R; Section 2.304(d) and 28 U.S.C.
Section'1746. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on February 1 Z., 2008 at tC -4-ty

(signature)

Winona LaDuke
Executive Director


