
  
 
 
 March 13, 2008 
 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: Timothy J. McGinty, Deputy Director 
   Division of Operating Reactor Licensing 
   Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
FROM:   Lisa M. Regner, Technical Assistant  /RA/ 
   Division of Operating Reactor Licensing 
   Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
SUBJECT:   SUMMARY OF THE JANUARY 31, 2008, MEETING BETWEEN THE 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION AND THE NUCLEAR 
ENERGY INSTITUTE LICENSING ACTION TASK FORCE 

 
 
On January 31, 2008, members of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff hosted a 
meeting with representatives of the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) and licensees comprising the 
Licensing Action Task Force (LATF), at NRC Headquarters in Rockville, Maryland.  This meeting 
was open to the public.  Enclosure 1 is a list of attendees, and Enclosure 2 is the updated action 
item list.  Enclosure 3 includes the slides presented by the NEI LATF.  A summary of the 
discussion is provided below: 
 
1. NEI 06-02 Revision 1 
 
NEI presented a Project Plan for revising NEI 06-02, “LAR Guidelines” (Enclosure 2); NEI stated 
that they intend to use the Project Plan format for every project they initiate.  NRC agreed with 
the 5-section format of the plan (Objectives, Scope, Deliverables, Resources, Schedule).  The 
NRC staff requested that the Project Plan be revised to add more detail about NRC’s role in the 
project including review times requested so that resource needs can be evaluated.  NEI stated 
that NEI task forces are working on section development in parallel; NRC expressed a concern 
that that timeliness may be a problem as NRC resources are limited.  NRC recommended that 
NEI specify the topic areas that will be covered by Revision 1 and expand the Project Plan to 
address each topic area (e.g., terms & definitions, acceptance reviews, use of precedent, 
request for additional information process, etc.).  NRC noted a few missing definitions (i.e. 
design basis, current licensing basis, generic issue) and missing terms (i.e. applicable staff 
position, reasonable assurance, and durable guidance). 
 
2. Resource Management 
 
NRC stated that the staff needs information from the industry about incoming requests for 
licensing actions (LAs) so it can ensure it has the right technical expertise available when 
needed.  NRC and the industry do this now for license renewal and power uprates, but not for 
LAs in general.  The NRC and NEI will need to pre-plan effectively in the future to ensure that 
complex or controversial actions, such as first-of-a-kind amendments, alternate source term, or  
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contentious requests, are communicated well in advance of submittal.  NRC will prepare a 
project plan for comment by NEI and licensees.   
 
3. Regulatory Issue Screening Process (RISP) 
 
NEI presented its Project Plan for a white paper on the RISP (Enclosure 3).  The NEI believes 
that the RISP represents a resource savings opportunity for the nuclear industry and the NRC 
staff.  NEI will revise the plan to add more detail about NRC’s role in the project.  NEI also 
presented a companion Project Plan for a white paper on the TORMIS (tornado missile) issue.  
TORMIS is the proposed pilot issue for the RISP.  
  
4. Safety/Security Interface 
 
NEI described the status of a white paper that will supplement comments submitted to NRC in 
September 2007 on draft Regulatory Guide DG-5021, “Managing the Safety Security Interface.”  
The paper describes how licensees can use existing change-management programs (i.e., 
design changes, procedure changes, and work control) to evaluate the impact of security-related 
changes on plant safety and the impact of safety system changes on plant security. 
 
5. Licensed Power Limit 
 
NEI described the status of a position statement on the identification and response to overpower 
conditions.  The position statement will provide guidance to licensees. 
 
6. Electronic Distribution Initiative 
 
NRC described the status of its initiative to use electronic means to distribute official 
correspondence to licensees and the public.  NRC issued a Federal Register notice to describe 
the initiative on February 1, 2008.  The NRC is exploring the use of a ListServe which would 
allow all outside stakeholders to sign up for the electronic distribution of documents. 
 
7. Topical Report (TR) Process 
 
NEI described plans to submit white paper recommendations for improving the TR process; the 
industry views the TR process as an effective way to improve efficiency and safety.  The NRC 
staff noted that NEI needs to make a strong argument to NRC management for funding these 
reviews. 
 
8.  Pandemic Planning 
 
NEI submitted Revision 1 of its Pandemic Licensing Plan to NRC in December 2007.  NRC is 
reviewing the plan and intends to provide comments in March 2008.  NEI stressed the 
importance of this issue and that it needs a high level of management attention. 
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9.  10 CFR 50.59 
 
NEI gave a status report of its project to update NEI 96-07, “Guidelines for 10 CFR 50.59 
Evaluations.”   
 
Project No.  689 
 
Enclosures:  
1.  List of Attendees 
2.  Revised LATF Action Items 
3.  NEI/LATF Handouts 

 
cc w/encls:  See next page
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   LATF ACTION ITEMS - Updated 2/29/2008 

NEI Action Items from NRC/NEI meetings 
 

NEI-YR-QTR-# TOPIC OVERSIGHT ACTION DUE DATE 
NEI-07-Q3-09 Task Interface Agreement (TIA) process 

(Comment Letter) 
Steering 
Group 

Comment on COM-106 Revision 3 when it 
becomes available 
 

TBD 

NEI-07-Q3-10 Operability Determination Process  NEI Schedule working meetings with NRC staff 
to provide comments on the Inspection 
manual chapter on ODP 

TBD 

NEI-07-Q4-12 TORMIS Code – an example of RISP (White 
Paper) 

GIM Team Submit White Paper to NRC TBD 

NEI-08-Q1-01 LAR Process (NEI Guideline 06-02) LAR Team Provide Terms & Definitions module for NRC 
review 

1/31/08 
(complete) 

NEI-08-Q1-02 LAR Process (NEI Guideline 06-02) LAR Team Distribute draft Revision 1 for peer review 5/01/08 
NEI-08-Q2-03 Topical Report Process (White Paper) TR Team Joint OG meeting on TR Process 1/16/08 

(complete) 
NEI-08-Q2-04 Topical Report Process (White Paper) TR Team NEI submit WP to NRC TBD 
NEI-08-Q2-05 Topical Report Process (White Paper) TR Team Meet with NRC to discuss WP TBD 
NEI-08-Q2-06 LAR Process (NEI Guideline 06-02) LAR Team Provide revised NEI 06-02 Project Plan 04/17/08 
NEI-08-Q2-07 LAR Process (NEI Guideline 06-02) LAR Team a.  Provide input on LAR Terms & Definitions

b.  Identify examples of LAs that define the 
attributes of a complete LA. 

a.  04/17/08 
 
b.  04/17/08 

NEI-08-Q2-08 RISP Process  Provide revised RISP Project Plan to NRC for 
informal comment 
 

a.  04/17/08 
 
b.  04/17/08 

 
Enclosure 2 



  
 
NEI Action Items from NRC/NEI meetings  
 

NRC-YR-QTR-# TOPIC OVERSIGHT ACTION DUE DATE 
NRC-07-Q1-06 
 

NRR feedback to LATF on endorsement 
options available for NEI 06-02 (LAR 
Guidelines) 

NRR DORL Status Report Summer 2008 

NRC-07-Q3-12 COM-106 (TIA process) NRR DPR a.  Ensure Revision 2 is posted to ADAMS 
b.  Status of Revision 3 

TBD 
 

NRC-08-Q1-01 LAR Process (NEI Guideline 06-02) NRR DORL Review & provide input Terms & 
Definitions 

03/07/2008 

NRC-08-Q1-02 LAR Process (NEI Guideline 06-02) NRR DORL Provide guidance on pre-application 
meetings for EP changes 

05/16/2008 

NRC-08-Q1-03 Resource Management NRR DORL Provide NRC Project Plan to NEI  04/24/2008 
NRC-08-Q2-04 LAR Process (NEI Guideline 06-02) NRR DORL a.  Provide specific examples of License 

Amendment problems 
b.  Identify examples of LAs that define the 
attributes of a complete LA. 

a.  2/29/08 
(complete) 
b.  3/31/08 

NRC-08-Q2-05 Electronic Distribution NRR DORL Provide Status report to NEI  03/07/2008 
NRC-08-Q2-06 Pandemic Plan NRR DPR Provide comments on NEI’s Pandemic 

White Paper 
3rd Quarter LATF 
Meeting 
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