
 
  

March 5, 2008 
 
 
 
G. Paul Bollwerk, III, Chair    Dr. James F. Jackson 
Administrative Judge     Administrative Judge 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board   Atomic Safety and Licensing Board 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission  U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C.  20555-0001   Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 
 
Nicholas G. Trikouros 
Administrative Judge 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C.  20555-0001 
 
 

In the Matter of 
SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING CO. 

(Early Site Permit for Vogtle ESP Site) 
Docket No. 52-011-ESP 

 
 
Dear Administrative Judges: 
 
The NRC Staff (“Staff”) is providing notice to the Licensing Board and the parties of its revised 
anticipated date for issuing the Final Environmental Impact Statement (“FEIS”) for the Vogtle 
Early Site Permit (“ESP”) application.  The Staff plans to issue the FEIS on August 22, 2008. 
 
In its Memorandum and Order of February 1, 2008, the Licensing Board issued a revised 
general schedule for this proceeding and invited the parties to comment on that schedule. See 
Southern Nuclear Operating Co. (Early Site Permit for Vogtle ESP Site), Memorandum and 
Order (Revised General Schedule), slip op. (Feb. 1, 2008).  In response, on February 6, 2008, 
the Staff submitted comments identifying expected or potential delays in issuance of the FEIS 
and the Final Safety Evaluation Report (“FSER”) that would delay the revised schedule set forth 
in the Board’s Order.  See Southern Nuclear Operating Co. (Early Site Permit for Vogtle ESP 
Site), NRC Staff Comments on Revised General Schedule (Feb. 6, 2008).  The Staff indicated it 
would inform the Board promptly as soon as the Staff was prepared to revise the schedule. 
 
For the reasons explained in its February 6 comments, the Staff still expects that it will not be 
able to revise the scheduled date for issuing the FSER until the end of April 2008.  With respect 
to the environmental review, however, the Staff has determined that it will issue requests for 
additional information (“RAIs”) to Southern Nuclear Operating Company (“Southern”) to assess 
the significance of new information submitted in comments on the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (“DEIS”).  To account for the issuance of those RAIs, Southern’s preparation of its  
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responses, and the Staff’s subsequent review of their adequacy, the schedule for issuance of 
the FEIS will be delayed several weeks, with the new target issuance date of August 22.  The 
Staff notes that this revised schedule depends on Southern’s submission of timely and quality 
responses to the RAIs.  Furthermore, as stated in its February 6 comments, the Staff will inform 
the Board promptly as soon as the Staff is prepared to revise the schedule for issuance of the 
FSER. 
 
 
 
           /signed (electronically) by/ 
       Patrick A. Moulding 
       Counsel for the NRC Staff 
 
cc: M. Parish 
 Office of Commission Appellate Adjudication 
 Office of the Secretary 
 D. Curran 
 M. Asbill 
 L. Sanders 
 M.S. Blanton 
 P. LeJeune 
 C.G. Moore 
 K. Hairston 
 M. Caston 
 S. Frantz 
 K. Sutton 
 P. Bessette 
 M. Freeze 
 J. Stair 
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