
February 29, 2008

Lt. Col. Scott Nichelson
Department of the Air Force
USAF Radioisotope Committee
HQ AFMOA/SG3PR
110 Luke Ave., Suite 405
Bolling AFB, DC  20032-7050

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
` McCLELLAN AIR FORCE BASE

Dear Lt. Col. Nichelson,

By letter dated May 22, 2007, the U.S. Air Force Radioisotope Committee (USAF RIC)
requested a determination from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) regarding
regulatory jurisdiction of one excavated radioactive waste burial site at the former McClellan
Air Force Base (AFB).  As stated in our letter dated July 18, 2007, the regulatory jurisdiction
over radium that was used in military operations and is still under the military control is unclear. 
There is another jurisdictional question about radium which is commingled with buried
radioactive wastes material from terminated licenses issued by the NRC's predecessor agency,
the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC).  The NRC has determined that these questions involve
jurisdictional and policy issues for which Commission guidance is needed.  Consequently, the
NRC is preparing a Commission paper to address these questions.

Enclosed is a request for additional information about the types of material at the McClellan
Air Force Base and other Air Force installations to support the NRC staff's Commission paper. 
We request that you submit your response to this letter by April 30, 2008.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter and its
enclosure will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document
Room or from the NRC's document system (ADAMS).  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC
Web site at: http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (817) 276-6552.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Rachel S. Browder, Health Physicist
Nuclear Materials Safety Branch B

Docket No.: 030-28641
License No.: 42-23539-01AF

Enclosure: Request for Additional Information
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Enclosure 11

Request for Additional Information

McClellan Air Force Base

1. The USAF RIC letter dated May 22, 2007 states in the 3rd paragraph that "Approximately
28,000 cubic yards (CY) of soil and 533 drums and their contents were properly disposed
offsite.  Another 24,000 CY of radium contaminated soil remain stockpiled onsite within a
weatherization tent."  Additionally, the letter states on the last page that "CS-10 has been
fully characterized as the entire site has been excavated, drum contents removed, and
thousands of soil samples analyzed for radioactive materials and other hazardous
constituents."

Please provide information regarding the final disposal site for the radioactive materials that
were removed from CS-10.  Additionally, please clarify whether all of the remediated soils
from CS-10 site, excluding radium contaminated soils, have been disposed.  For the radium
contaminated soils which are currently being stored at CS-10, please provide the location
where the soils were excavated and the basis for concluding that these soils only contain
radium.

2. The USAF RIC letter dated May 22, 2007, states in the 2nd paragraph, that "Based on the
time period in which wastes were placed into CS-10, this disposal pit had the greatest
potential to receive radioactive materials."  The May letter also states that this location
contains “...small quantities of traceable standards to assess radiochemistry efficiency and
perform instrument calibration.  We believe that the majority of this material falls under
Section 91(b) of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954.”

Please clarify if the material referred to in these statements are likely radioactive materials
from a previously terminated license.  Since the USAF performed extensive soil
characterization for CS-10 as stated in the USAF RIC letter dated May 22, 2007, please
confirm whether CS-10 is bounding or representative of the formerly licensed radioactive
materials at the remaining burial sites.

3. The USAF provided the NRC a copy of the "Focused Strategic Sites Proposed Plan" for the
cleanup of 11 sites at the former McClellan Air Force Base.  This plan provides a summary
of the sites under Section C, "Site Characteristics."  The summary text for CS-22 states that
"CS 022 is a confirmed radionuclide site," whereas, the summary for the remaining sites
states that radioactive contamination is suspected.

Please clarify the difference between the two descriptions for "suspected" and "confirmed."
Provide the basis for the confirmation at CS 022 and the basis for suspected at the other
burial pits.  Additionally, for each burial pit, please elaborate whether the suspected or
confirmed radioactive contamination is previously AEA licensed material, 91(b) material,
radium-226, or whether it is commingled material.



Enclosure 12

Other Air Force Installations

4. In order to address all USAF installation burial sites and the potential impact on the NRC
staff's resources, please summarize all USAF installation burial sites which are currently
impacted by (1) Current NRC regulated material, (2)  previously licensed AEA materials,
(3) radium-226, (4) sites containing 91(b) material, and (5) sites containing NRC regulated
or previously licensed AEA material that is commingled with radium-226 material and/or
91(b) material.

Additionally, please identify whether the sites are BRAC/CERCLA/NPL; BRAC/CERCLA;
Installation Restoration/CERCLA; or MML permittees.

To the extent possible, your response should not include any personal privacy, proprietary,
or safeguards information so that it can be made available to the Public without redaction.
However, if the submitted material contains security-related sensitive information or
identified as Official Use Only under the Department of Defense, please mark the
document(s) appropriately, so that the material will not be made available electronically for
public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the NRC’s document system
(ADAMS), accessible from the NRC Web site at www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.
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