Proposed Criteria for Nominating Materials Licensees for Discussion at the AARM

NRC is preparing to revise the current criteria used to determine nuclear material licensees with
significant performance issues that will be discussed at NRC’s Agency Action Review Meeting
(AARM). The current criteria may be found in Table 1 of SECY-02-0216 (ADAMS Accession
Number: ML022410435). The agency currently identifies nuclear material licensees for AARM
discussion based on operating performance, inspection results, and judgment of the severity of
problems of safety performance. The proposed changes to the criteria will continue to be based
on the same principles of the existing criteria. However, the new criteria provide additional
definition of the criteria requirements and incorporate NRC’s current policy and procedures.

NRC is proposing the following revision to the current criteria:

Strategic Plan
Licensee has an event that results in the failure to meet a strategic outcome for safety and

security in the NRC strategic plan, which may be found in NUREG-1614.

Significant Issue
Licensee has an issue or event that results in:
e an abnormal occurrence report to Congress, as described in NRC Management
Directive 8.1,
a severity level | or |l violation, as described in the NRC Enforcement Policy, or
e alevel 3 or higher International Nuclear Scale Report to the International Atomic Energy
Agency, as described in NRC Management Directive 5.12.
And, there are unique or unusual aspects of the licensee’s performance that warrant additional
NRC oversight (e.g., a significant event, which requires an incident investigation team (lIT) or
augmented inspection team (AIT)).

Performance Trend

Licensee has multiple and/or repetitive significant program issues identified over more than one
inspection, or inspection period, and the issues are supported by escalated enforcement, which
includes the Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) process. And, there are unique or unusual
aspects of the licensee’s performance that warrant additional NRC oversight (e.g., oversight
panel formed for order implementation).

You can find NRC'’s strategic plan (NUREG-1614) and the referenced management directives
and enforcement policy on NRC’s public document collections webpage at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/.
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