
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

March 4, 2008 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: Michael Franovich, Chief 
   PRA Operational Support and Maintenance Branch 

Division of Risk Assessment 
   Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
FROM:   Lee Banic, Project Manager /RA/ 

Generic Communications and Power Uprate Branch (PGCB) 
Division of Policy & Rulemaking 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

 
SUBJECT:  SUMMARY OF PUBLIC MEETING OF THE DIGITAL 

INSTRUMENTATION AND CONTROLS RISK-INFORMING ISSUES 
TASK WORKING GROUP WITH INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES TO 
DISCUSS ISSUES RELEVANT TO RISK-INFORMING THE DIGITAL 
INSTRUMENTATION AND CONTROLS SYSTEM 

 
On February 8, 2008, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Digital Instrumentation 
and Controls (DI&C) Risk Informing Issues Task Working Group (TWG) and industry 
representatives held a public meeting in Rockville, MD.  A public meeting notice was issued on 
January 29, 2008 and was posted on the NRC’s external (public) web page (ADAMS Accession 
No. ML080240381).  Agenda items included discussing Problem Statement 2, “Risk Insights - 
Using current methods for PRAs, NRC has not determined how or if risk-insights can be used to 
assist in the resolution of key digital system issues,” and reviewing industry comments on draft 
Interim Staff Guidance (ISG) entitled “DI&C-ISG-03, “Task Working Group #3: Review of New 
Reactor DI&C Probabilistic Risk Assessments.”  The agenda was modified at the request of a 
number of participants to add a discussion of Problem Statement 2 at the beginning of the 
meeting.  Enclosure 1 provides a list of those in attendance and individuals who participated via 
teleconference.  Enclosure 2 is the meeting agenda.   
 
A representative of the NRC opened the meeting and stated that the purpose of the meeting 
was to discuss Problem Statement 2 and reach closure on industry comments on the draft ISG.   
 
Next, industry representatives discussed their handouts entitled, “Business Case of Pursuing 
Evaluation of ISGs in Problem Statement #2,” and “Generation of Risk Insights for Selected 
ISGs Steering Committee Comments” (ADAMS Accession Nos. ML080600106, ML080600126, 
respectively.  The NRC Chair concluded that the industry presented several good comments to 
take under consideration. 
 
Next, the participants dispositioned industry comments on the draft ISG (ADAMS Accession No. 
ML080350109).  Comments are provided separately under ADAMS Accession No. 
ML080600169 . 
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The NRC Chair reviewed the status of the previous action items which were as follows:  
 

1. The NRC will issue a revised draft ISG on or about January 25, 2008. 
 
2. The NRC will address additional industry comments on pages 5 and 9 of the ISG 

respectively. 
 

3. The NRC will review criteria A.2.b and A.2.c on page 12 of the ISG. 
 

4. The Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) will provide comments to the NRC on the revised 
draft ISG (Item 1. above) within two weeks of receipt. 

 
5. The NEI will provide additional information concerning sensitivity studies. 

 
6. The NEI will continue to develop draft criteria/method/matrix for estimating modifiers 

to software common cause failure probability when a value less than one can be 
justified. 

 
7. The NEI will continue to work to identify a potential pilot plant and draft pilot plan for 

Problem Statement #2. 
 

8. (long term)  The NEI will continue to work on drafting a method for risk-informing 
decisions for advanced reactors. 

 
The status of Items 1 through 5 is complete; items 6 and 7 are in progress.  Item 8 was 
determined not to belong to Task Working Group 3 because it is not necessarily specific to 
DI&C. 
   
The Project Plan was reviewed and action items were determined to be as follows: 
 

1. Industry provides a white paper with specifics on (1) proposal to apply risk-insights to 
selected ISGs, and (2) the risk screening analysis from several plant-specific PRAs 
regarding D3 evaluations and the scope of a Diverse Actuation System (DAS).  Due 
4/1/08. 

 
The date of the next meeting will most likely be around March 21, 2008.  The date depends in 
part on scheduling of the Steering Committee’s meeting to decide on where to put resources, 
and an ACRS meeting in March or April reviewing work thus far.  A joint meeting of TWG 2 and 
3 was proposed to discuss the industry's proposal to use risk information to evaluate the need 
for an automated DAS. 
 
The document titled "Background - Defense-in-Depth and Diversity Supporting Basis Including 
Single Failure Criterion  References and Risk-Informing Initiatives" (ML080300379) was 
discussed at the last public meeting of DI&C TWG 3 on January 14, 2008, but was not available 
to be included with that published meeting summary and related documents.  It is therefore 
included as an attachment to this meeting summary.  
 
Enclosure 1:  List of Attendees 
Enclosure 2:  Agenda 
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Email 
PMNS   RidsNrrAdro  RidsNrrDpr  RidsOpaMail 
RidsNrrDe  RidsOgcMailCenter RidsNrrAdes  RidsAcrsAcnwMailCenter 
RidsNrrDprPgcb Mark Cunningham Glenn Kelly  Allen Howe 
Cliff Doutt  Steven Arndt Todd Hilsmeier Alan Kuritzky 
Dennis Damon Michael Franovich Mario Gareri  Ian Jung 
William Kemper Michael Junge Michael Marshall Timothy McGinty 
Stewart Bailey  Deborah Jackson Daniel Santos  Russell Sydnor 
Debra Herrmann Patrick Hiland Jeffry Sharkey  James Vail    
Jay Robinson 
External Email 
Jeffrey.L.Stone@constellation.com 
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ADAMS Accession Nos:  
Package: ML080590514         
Memo: ML08090518     
Business Case of Pursuing Evaluation of ISGs in Problem Statement #2: ML080600106 
Generation of Risk Insights for Selected ISGs Steering Committee Comments: ML080600126 
Digital Instrumentation and Controls, DI&C-ISG-03, Draft issued for review and comment 

(ML080350109) 
NEI Comments on Digital Instrumentation and Controls, DI&C-ISG-03, Draft issued for review 

and comment:  
"Background - Defense-in-Depth and Diversity Supporting Basis Including Single Failure 

Criterion References and Risk-Informing Initiatives" (ML080300379) 
 
 
 * Concurrence via e-mail 
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List of Attendees for January 14, 2008 Public Meeting 
of Digital Instrumentation and Control, Task Working Group 3, Risk Informing 

 

Enclosure 1 

NAME ORGANIZATION 

Gordon Clefton NEI 

Victoria Anderson NEI 

Dave Blanchard AREI/EPRI 

Jeff Stone Constellation Energy 

Biff Bradley NEI 

Sean Smith Lockheed Martin 

William Catullo Westinghouse 

Ken Scarola  * Mitsubishi 

Larry Erin * Westinghouse 

Rick Anderson Westinghouse 

Bob Enzinna  * AREVA 

David Desaulniers NRC 

Bill Kemper NRC 

Charles Ader NRC 

Michael Marshall NRC 

Lee Banic  NRC 

Teresa Valentine Clark NRC 

Mike Franovich NRC 

Alan Kuritzky NRC 

Glenn Kelly NRC 

Steven Arndt NRC 

James Vail NRC 

Cliff Doutt NRC 

Hossein Hamzehee NRC 

Jay Robinson NRC 

*  Participated Via Teleconference



 

Enclosure 2 

 
 

REVISED AGENDA 
 

TASK WORKING GROUP 3 
 

MEETING WITH INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES TO DISCUSS  
 

ISSUES RELATED TO RISK-INFORMING  DIGITAL INSTRUMENTATION AND CONTROLS 
 

FEBRUARY 08, 2008 
 

 
 
Time  Topic         Lead 
 
9:00  Introductory Remarks       NRC 
 
9:10  Problem Statement # 2 Discussion     NRC/NEI 
 
10:30  Break   
 
10:45  Review of Draft ISG       NRC/NEI 
 
12:00  Lunch  
 
1:00  Continue Review of Draft ISG      NRC/NEI 
 
2:45  Public Questions and Comments     NRC 
  Closing and Adjournment 
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