February 29, 2008

Richard Blumenthal, Attorney General
State of Connecticut

55 Elm Street

P.O. Box 120

Hartford, CT 06141-0120

Dear Mr. Blumenthal:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff, | am responding to your
letter of January 18, 2008, regarding your request for the NRC to conduct a complete and
independent verification of the final safety evaluation reports (SER), past inspection reports, and
all technical reviews associated with license renewal applications (LRAs) of the Indian Point,
Oyster Creek, Vermont Yankee, and Pilgrim Nuclear Power Stations.

Your letter references the Office of the Inspector General (OIG), Audit of the NRC’s License
Renewal Program, OIG-07-A-15, dated September 6, 2007, and indicates your concern that
there is little or no documentary evidence that the NRC staff has performed any meaningful
independent reviews of the technical information provided by applicants in support of their
license renewal requests.

It is important to note that the OIG findings were specific to the documentation of the technical
reviews, not the sufficiency of the technical reviews. The OIG found no systemic defects in the
license renewal process and concluded that, “ overall, NRC has developed a comprehensive
license renewal process to evaluate applications for extended periods of operation.” Nothing in
the OIG Report indicated a threat to public health and safety. However, the OIG did have
recommendations to “refine the report quality assurance process” which would strengthen the
program operations. Specifically, establishing management controls to gauge the effectiveness
of report reviews and adding additional quality assurance steps.

To address your concern of an independent review, the following highlights the NRC’s rigorous
review of a LRA. The NRC typically expends over 20,000 hours conducting its license renewal
reviews. These reviews include in-office reviews and on-site audits. The NRC also conducts
field inspections to verify that the applicant’'s aging management programs (AMPs) are
adequately implemented. As part of the review, the NRC staff asks approximately four hundred
questions, either through request for information or questions during the audit.

During the onsite audits, the staff reviews the information in the application to make a finding on
the adequacy of the applicant's AMPs. The results of the audits are documented in the NRC’s
Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS), the NRC'’s public
information system. Determinations of acceptability are based on staff review guidance,
consistency with the Generic Aging Lessons Learned (GALL) Report (NUREG-1801, Revision
1), and compliance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 54 (10 CFR Part 54).
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The staff's review of the LRAs made by experienced and knowledgeable NRC staff and is
conducted in accordance with this established practice. In addition to the NRC staff’s review,
the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards conducts an independent review of the safety
aspects of LRAs and makes recommendations directly to the Commission.

The implementation procedures for the AMPs also are reviewed at the site by a regional
inspection team independent of the safety review being performed by staff in the Office of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR). The results of the onsite review are documented in ADAMS
in a regional inspection report. The regional team makes a separate recommendation to the
Director of NRR with regard to the suitability of the applicant’s proposals.

The NRC has already implemented some improvements to address the OIG findings. These
improvements were implemented during the staff's review of recent LRAs. Before renewing any
license, the NRC will ensure that the safety of the operating plant will continue to be maintained
by making certain that aging effects will be adequately managed and the licensing bases related
to the present plant design and operation will be maintained.

If you have any additional questions regarding the license renewal process, please have your
staff contact Mr. Don Yee of my staff at 301-415-1124.

Sincerely,
IRA/
Pao-Tsin Kuo, Director

Division of License Renewal
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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IRA/

Pao-Tsin Kuo, Director
Division of License Renewal
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Indian Point Nuclear Generating
Units 2 and 3

CC:

Mr. Michael R. Kansler
President & CEO/CNO

Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213

Mr. John T. Herron

Senior Vice President

Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213

Sr. Vice President

Engineering & Technical Services
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
1340 Echelon Parkway

Jackson, MS 39213

Mr. Fred R. Dacimo

Site Vice President

Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
Indian Point Energy Center

450 Broadway, GSB

P.O. Box 249

Buchanan, NY 10511-0249

Mr. Anthony Vitale - Acting

General Manager, Plant Operations
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
Indian Point Energy Center

450 Broadway, GSB

P.O. Box 249

Buchanan, NY 10511-0249

Mr. Oscar Limpias

Vice President Engineering
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213

Mr. Joseph P. DeRoy

Vice President, Operations Support
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
1340 Echelon Parkway

Jackson, MS 39213

Mr. John A. Ventosa

GM, Engineering

Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue

White Plains, NY 10601

Mr. John F. McCann

Director, Nuclear Safety & Licensing
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue

White Plains, NY 10601

Ms. Charlene D. Faison
Manager, Licensing

Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue

White Plains, NY 10601

Mr. Ernest J. Harkness

Director, Oversight

Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213

Mr. Patric W. Conroy

Director, Nuclear Safety Assurance
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
Indian Point Energy Center

450 Broadway, GSB

P.O. Box 249

Buchanan, NY 10511-0249

Mr. T.R. Jones - Acting
Manager, Licensing

Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
Indian Point Energy Center

450 Broadway, GSB

P.O. Box 249

Buchanan, NY 10511-0249

Mr. William C. Dennis

Assistant General Counsel
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue

White Plains, NY 10601



Indian Point Nuclear Generating
Units 2 and 3

CC:

Mr. Paul D. Tonko

President and CEO

New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority

17 Columbia Circle

Albany, NY 12203-6399

Mr. John P. Spath

New York State Energy, Research and

Development Authority
17 Columbia Circle
Albany, NY 12203-6399

Mr. Paul Eddy

New York State Department
of Public Service

3 Empire State Plaza

Albany, NY 12223-1350

Regional Administrator, Region |
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Senior Resident Inspector’s Office
Indian Point 2

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 59

Buchanan, NY 10511

Senior Resident Inspector’s Office
Indian Point 3

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 59

Buchanan, NY 10511

Mr. Charles Donaldson, Esquire
Assistant Attorney General

New York Department of Law
120 Broadway

New York, NY 10271

Mayor, Village of Buchanan
236 Tate Avenue
Buchanan, NY 10511

Mr. Raymond L. Albanese
Four County Coordinator
200 Bradhurst Avenue
Unit 4 Westchester County
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Mr. William DiProfio
PWR SRC Consultant
48 Bear Hill Road
Newton, NH 03858

Mr. Garry Randolph

PWR SRC Consultant

1750 Ben Franklin Drive, 7E
Sarasota, FL 34236

Mr. William T. Russell

PWR SRC Consultant

400 Plantation Lane
Stevensville, MD 21666-3232

Mr. Jim Riccio
Greenpeace

702 H Street, NW
Suite 300

Washington, DC 20001

Mr. Phillip Musegaas
Riverkeeper, Inc.

828 South Broadway
Tarrytown, NY 10591

Mr. Mark Jacobs
IPSEC

46 Highland Drive
Garrison, NY 10524

Mr. R. M. Waters

Technical Specialist Licensing
450 Broadway

P.O. Box 0249

Buchanan, NY 10511-0249

Mr. Sherwood Martinelli
351 Dyckman
Peekskill, NY 10566



Indian Point Nuclear Generating
Units 2 and 3

CC:

Ms. Susan Shapiro, Esq.
21 Perlman Drive
Spring Valley, NY 10977

John Sipos

Assistant Attorney General

New York State Department of Law
Environmental Protection Bureau
The Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Robert Snook

Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
State of Connecticut

55 Elm Street

P.O. Box 120

Hartford, CT 06141-0120

Ms. Kathryn M. Sutton, Esq.
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP
1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004

Mr. Paul M. Bessette, Esq.
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP
1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004

Mr. Martin J. O’Neill, Esq.
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP
1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004

The Honorable Nita Lowey
222 Mamaroneck Avenue, Suite 310
White Plains, NY 10605

Joan Leary Matthews

Senior Counsel for Special Projects

Office of General Counsel

NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation

625 Broadway

Albany, NY 12233-5500



Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station
cc:

Regional Administrator, Region |

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406-1415

Senior Resident Inspector

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station

Post Office Box 867

Plymouth, MA 02360

Chairman, Board of Selectmen
11 Lincoln Street
Plymouth, MA 02360

Chairman

Nuclear Matters Committee
Town Hall

11 Lincoln Street
Plymouth, MA 02360

Chairman, Duxbury Board of Selectmen
Town Hall

878 Tremont Street

Duxbury, MA 02332

Office of the Commissioner

Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection

One Winter Street

Boston, MA 02108

Office of the Attorney General
One Ashburton Place

20th Floor

Boston, MA 02108

MA Department of Public Health
Radiation Control Program
Schrafft Center, Suite TM2A
529 Main Street

Charlestown, MA 02129

Director, Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency

Attn: James Muckerheide

400 Worcester Road

Framingham, MA 01702-5399

Mr. William D. Meinert

Nuclear Engineer

Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale
Electric Company

P.O. Box 426

Ludlow, MA 01056-0426

Mr. Kevin H. Bronson

Site Vice President

Entergy Nuclear Operations
Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station
600 Rocky Hill Road
Plymouth, MA 02360-5508

Mr. Robert G. Smith

General Manager, Plant Operations
Entergy Nuclear Operations

Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station

600 Rocky Hill Road

Plymouth, MA 02360-5508

Mr. Stephen J. Bethay

Director, Nuclear Safety Assurance
Entergy Nuclear Operations
Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station

600 Rocky Hill Road

Plymouth, MA 02360-5508

Mr. Bryan S. Ford

Manager, Licensing

Entergy Nuclear Operations
Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station
600 Rocky Hill Road
Plymouth, MA 02360-5508

Mr. John T. Herron

Sr. Vice President

Entergy Nuclear Operations
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213



Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station
cc:

Mr. Oscar Limpias

Vice President, Engineering
Entergy Nuclear Operations
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY 10601

Mr. John A. Ventosa

GM, Engineering

Entergy Nuclear Operations
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY 10601

Mr. Joseph P. DeRoy
VP, Operations Support
Entergy Operations, Inc.
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213

Mr. Michael Kansler
President & CEO/CNO
Entergy Nuclear Operations
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213

Mr. John F. McCann

Director, Nuclear Safety & Licensing
Entergy Nuclear Operations

440 Hamilton Avenue

White Plains, NY 10601

Ms. Charlene D. Faison
Manager, Licensing
Entergy Nuclear Operations
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY 10601

Mr. Ernest J. Harkness
Director, Oversight

Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213

Mr. William C. Dennis
Assistant General Counsel
Entergy Nuclear Operations
440 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY 10601



Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station
cc:

Site Vice President - Oyster Creek
Nuclear Generating Station

AmerGen Energy Company, LLC

P.O. Box 388

Forked River, NJ 08731

Senior Vice President of
Operations

AmerGen Energy Company, LLC

200 Exelon Way, KSA 3-N

Kennett Square, PA 19348

Kathryn M. Sutton, Esq.
Morgan, Lewis, & Bockius LLP
1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004

Kent Tosch, Chief

New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection

Bureau of Nuclear Engineering

CN 415

Trenton, NJ 08625

Vice President - Licensing and
Regulatory Affairs

AmerGen Energy Company, LLC

4300 Winfield Road

Warrenville, IL 60555

Regional Administrator, Region |
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406-1415

Mayor of Lacey Township
818 West Lacey Road
Forked River, NJ 08731

Senior Resident Inspector

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 445

Forked River, NJ 08731

Director - Licensing and Regulatory Affairs
AmerGen Energy Company, LLC
Correspondence Control

P.O. Box 160

Kennett Square, PA 19348

Manager Licensing - Oyster Creek
Exelon Generation Company, LLC
Correspondence Control

P.O. Box 160

Kennett Square, PA 19348

Regulatory Assurance Manager
Oyster Creek

AmerGen Energy Company, LLC

P.O. Box 388

Forked River, NJ 08731

Assistant General Counsel
AmerGen Energy Company, LLC
200 Exelon Way

Kennett Square, PA 19348

Ron Bellamy, Region |

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406-1415

Correspondence Control Desk
AmerGen Energy Company, LLC
200 Exelon Way, KSA 1-1
Kennett Square, PA 19348

Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station
Plant Manager

AmerGen Energy Company, LLC

P.O. Box 388

Forked River, NJ 08731

License Renewal Manager
Exelon Generation Company, LLC
200 Exelon Way, Suite 230
Kennett Square, PA 19348



Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station
cc:

Mr. Michael P. Gallagher

Vice President License Renewal
Exelon Generation Company, LLC
200 Exelon Way, Suite 230
Kennett Square, PA 19348

Mr. Christopher M. Crane
President and Chief Nuclear Officer
AmerGen Energy Company, LLC
4300 Winfield Road

Warrenville, IL 60555

Ms. Stacey Lousteau
Treasury Department
Entergy Services, Inc.
639 Loyola Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70113

Mr. James Sniezek
5486 Nithsdale Drive
Salisbury, MD 21801-2490

Mr. Michael D. Lyster
5931 Barclay Lane
Naples, FL 34110-7306

Plymouth Public Library
Attn: Dinah O’Brien
132 South Street
Plymouth, MA 02360

Duxbury Free Library
ATTN: Ms. Elaine Winquist
77 Alden Street

Duxbury, MA 02332

Kingston Public Library
ATTN: Reference Librarian
6 Green Street

Kingston, MA 02364

Ms. Mary Lampert

Duxbury Nuclear Advisory, Chair
Pilgrim Watch, Director

148 Washington Street

Duxbury, MA 02332



Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
CC:

Regional Administrator, Region |
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406-1415

Mr. David R. Lewis

Pillsbury, Winthrop, Shaw, Pittman, LLP
2300 N Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20037-1128

Mr. David O’Brien, Commissioner
Vermont Department of Public Service
112 State Street

Montpelier, VT 05620-2601

Mr. James Volz, Chairman
Public Service Board

State of Vermont

112 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05620-2701

Chairman, Board of Selectmen
Town of Vernon

P.O. Box 116

Vernon, VT 05354-0116

Operating Experience Coordinator
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
320 Governor Hunt Road

Vernon, VT 05354

G. Dana Bisbee, Esq.
Deputy Attorney General
33 Capitol Street
Concord, NH 03301-6937

Chief, Safety Unit

Office of the Attorney General
One Ashburton Place, 19th Floor
Boston, MA 02108

Ms. Carla A. White, RRPT, CHP
Radiological Health

Vermont Department of Health
P.O. Box 70, Drawer #43

108 Cherry Street

Burlington, VT 05402-0070

Mr. David Mannai

Manager, Licensing

Entergy Nuclear Operations

Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
P.O. Box 500

185 Old Ferry Road

Brattleboro, VT 05302-0500

Resident Inspector

Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 176

Vernon, VT 05354

Director, Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency

ATTN: James Muckerheide

400 Worcester Road

Framingham, MA 01702-5399

Mr. John F. McCann

Director, Licensing

Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue

White Plains, NY 10601

Mr. John T. Herron

Sr. Vice President

Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213



Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
CC:

Mr. Oscar Limpias

Vice President, Engineering
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213

Mr. Christopher Schwartz

Vice President, Operations Support
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue

White Plains, NY 10601

Mr. Michael J. Colomb

Director of Oversight

Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue

White Plains, NY 10601

Mr. William C. Dennis

Assistant General Counsel
Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
440 Hamilton Avenue

White Plains, NY 10601

Mr. Theodore Sullivan

Site Vice President

Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc.
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
P.O. Box 500

185 Old Ferry Road

Brattleboro, VT 05302-0500

Mr. James H. Sniezek
5486 Nithsdale Drive
Salisbury, MD 21801

Mr. Garrett D. Edwards
814 Waverly Road
Kennett Square, PA 19348

Ms. Stacey M. Lousteau
Treasury Department
Entergy Services, Inc.
639 Loyola Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70113

Mr. Norman L. Rademacher

Director, NSA

Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
P.O. Box 0500

185 Old Ferry Road

Brattleboro, VT 05302-0500

Mr. Raymond Shadis
New England Coalition
P.O. Box 98
Edgecomb, ME 04556

Mr. James P. Matteau
Executive Director

Windham Regional Commission
139 Main Street, Suite 505
Brattleboro, VT 05301

Mr. William K. Sherman

Vermont Department of Public Service
112 State Street

Drawer 20

Montpelier, VT 05620-2601

Mr. Michael D. Lyster
5931 Barclay Lane
Naples, FL 34110-7306

Diane Curran, Esq.

Harmon, Curran, Spielberg &
Eisenberg, L.L.P

1726 M Street, NW, Suite 600

Washington, DC 20036

Ronald A. Shems, Esq.

Shems, Dunkiel, Kassel & Saunders, PLLC
91 College Street

Burlington, VT 05401

Karen Tyler, Esq.

Shems, Dunkiel, Kassel & Saunders, PLLC
91 College Street

Burlington, VT 05401



Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
ccC:

Sarah Hofmann, Esq.
Director of Public Advocacy
Department of Public Service
112 State Street - Drawer 20
Montpelier, VT 05620-2601

Jennifer J. Patterson, Esq.

Office of the New Hampshire Attorney
General

33 Capitol Street

Concord, NH 03301

Matias F. Travieso-Diaz, Esq.

Pillsbury, Winthrop, Shaw, Pittman, LLP
2300 N Street, NW

Washington, DC 20037-1128

Matthew Brock, Esq.

Assistant Attorney General

Office of the Massachusetts Attorney
General

Environmental Protection Division

One Ashburton Place, Room 1813

Boston, MA 02108-1598

Anthony Z. Roisman, Esq.
National Legal Scholars Law Firm
84 East Thetford Road

Lyme, NH 03768

John Sipos, Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General

The Capitol

State Street

Albany, NY 12224

Mr. Garrett D. Edwards
814 Waverly Road
Kennett Square, PA 19348

Mr. John Doering
P.O. Box 189
Parker Ford, PA 19457
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